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' To the Worſhipful 
Sir Joſeph Tredenbam, Kt. 


2 


I'S not unknown, how you have 
vouchſafed to eſpouſe my Cauſe 
in many difficulties I have ſtrag- 
led with. Which is wery much my 
Glory, that ſo eminently worthy and accom» 
pliſht a Perſon, and ſo great a Votary of the 
Charch of England as Yowr Self, hath not 
ouly Judged avourably, but on many 0cca- 
ſions attually intereſted your ſelf on my be- 
half. It therefore behoves me to lay hold on 
any F185 4g ro demonſtrate a grateful 
Mina, tho" it be accompanied with a new. Ad- 
dreſs for further Favoar, as this at preſent 
is, to countenance a- ſmall Polemical Diſ- 
courſe ; for I cannot but call to mind, hav 
ing ſo well experienced its truth in you, 
that known Aphoriſm, mhich a Reve- 
rend Prelate lays down in the cloſe of his 
Parable of the Pilgrim : Thoſe will be our 


beſt Friends, not to whom we have done ' 


good, but who have done good to us ; 
which ſpeaks the abounding . goodneſs of 4 
Benefattor. Upon this ground 1 take 
' the confidence of making this Dedication. 
 "T'would . be tedious to' recount to you the 
' various Motives that -have induced me 


' = Ul thus 


_ 


— a 


© S) 


DEDICATION. 


thas to engage inthis Controverſie, when ſo 


many 'Tratts have been already ſet forth of 
this Nature; it may ſuffice to clear me 


from all aſperſions, that I can juſtly ſay from | 


the Obſervation of others, as well as my own, 
that "tis, like the Quakers, a growing Sett 
with 'whom I contend ; and that they have 
lately,in my Pariſh of Up-Ottery,bailt them 
a Synagogue of ſuch a Strutture, as if they 
meant it ſhould out-wy the Parochial Charch 
there. Theſe things, I humbly conceive 
render it neceſſary, and make it my more pe- 
culiar Province, to endeavour with others 
fo ſtop thegrowth of the Fattion, that ſo my 
own Flack may not be worried and miſs-led ; 
but that I may be aſſiſting to them in my ne- 
ceſſary abſence, as well as when I am preſent 
amone ſt them , and by any means reduce ſome, 
and prevent others from going aſtray from 
the holy Communion of our Church, whoſe 
Peace and Proſperity all its true Members, 
eſpecially the Clergy, ought to Conſult and 
Promote. Sir, my Prayers and Endeavoars 
are intent upon theſe Things, and as far as 
T continue ſteadfaſt in ſuch labours, I am ſe- 
cure of your good Opinion, 


Your moſt Obliged and 


moſt devoted humble Servant, 


Fames Roſſington.. 
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INFANT BAPTISM; 


O R, 


&" -+* 


Infant Sprinkling, &:. . 


Nfant Baptiſm, or, as the Anabaptiſts Cormma!'s 
ſometimes call it, Infant Sprinkling,is no Vindicati- 
Popiſh Tradition, much leſs is it, as they 9. the 
pretend, brought into the Church by -poc 0h 

Innocent the Third, yea ſo far is it from being on ofKing 
any corrupt Innovation crept into the Church, 7s. De- 
that it agrees with the mind of God in the mo - 
holy Scriptures ; and conſequently we geed ,F mg 
not queſtion its agreeableneſs to the wh mw mons, a- 
of the Church of Chriſt even in the firſt Ages bour the 
of Chriſtianity ; tho? it ſhould be ſuppoſed ay 
we have no expreſs Records of matter of Fat, ;, his co, 
which yet we have, and the ſame authentick nity of 
and undeniable. Neither is our way of ad- Childiſh 
miniſtring Baptiſm, by pouring on of Water Baptilm, 
novel, or to be diſlik'd. 

To demonſtrate the agreeableneſs of thisDo- 
ctrine to the revealed Will of God,l ſhall rake 
my riſe from the Covenant God made with 
Abrabam *, being by the Apoſtle's computation * Gen.r2, 
+430 years before the giving of the Law. And 3+ 17-8. 
to this he elſewhere refers ||, where he ſignifies Ars; 3, 
that the Goſpel was before preached to him, y Ga1, ,.g 
that is to ſay in the words of the Promiſe, as ; 
containing in them a Breviary thereofg being 
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(2) 


an Evangelical and not a legal Promiſe, wiz. / 


That all Nations of the- World, and not 
only the Jews,ſhould be juſtified by Faith, and. 
conſequently the Gentiles now; and that 
without legal Moſaical performances ; for 
after this manner, and in theſe expreſs words, 
did the Promiſe run: In thee ſhall all the na- 
tions of the earth be bleſſed, and again, I will 
eſtabliſh my Covenant to be a God unto 


* Gen.17. thee, and to thy ſeed aftey thee #, And when * 


8, 9. God had thus enacted and eſtabliſhed his Co- 

- venant with that holy Patriarch and his Seed; 

+ ver. 10, he immediately thereupon, as you*l find Þ+, 

1 Dr. commanded them to keep that his Covenant, 

Burtbog*s Nt only in the ſubſtance, but in the ſign and 

Argument token of it, as *tis immediately in one conti- 

for Infant nued Speech exegetically added, this is my 

Baptilm, Covenant, or token of my Covenant, ſo that 

— the ſenſe and meaning of the Phraſe in either 

and Woi- Verſe, is clearly the meaning of both, and 

fton's In- Circumciſion is ſpecified to be the Covenant 

fant Bap- at that time to be kept, tho? not the only Co- 
quo venant to be kept. 

req * The Obligation impoſed upon Abrabam and 

Anno 78, his Seed was, as you may note in the firſt 

Place, to keep the ſign or token of the Cove- 

nant, or the Covenant in the ſign of it ; and 

then to obſerve Circumciſion as that ſign or 

token, The former is of perpetual Obligation ; 

the latter is more poſitive and ſecondary, 

Tho then there be an alteration in the ſecond 

Injunction ; it will not therefore follow, 

there mult be in the firſt; or that the Cove- 

nant ought not to be obſerved in the ſign of 

It ; if for certain reaſons Circumciſion be no 

longer, but ſomething elſe be that ſign. So in 


the fourth Commandment, Remember the 
Sabbath 


os wk £A, kc tad D.C As li. 


(3) 
Sabbath-day to keep it Holy, that is the firſt 
thing which is principally Commanded ; but 
the other the ſeventh Day, that is the laſt 
| Day ofthe Week, is the Sabbath, that is but 
ſecondary, fo that the Obligation to the firſt 

and that which is primary in the Command 
doth not ceaſe, becauſe there is an alteration 
in the ſecond, and that not the ſeventh, but 
the firſt is now the Sabbath of the Lord, 

For a further explanation of this Truth, 
you may obſerve, that the Command in the 
'gth verſe requires the keeping of the Cove- 
nant in general, but don't determine what the 
token of the Covenant ſhould be, but obligeth 
to whatſoever token God ſhould inſtitute 3 
*tis not ſaid, Thoh ſhalt be circumciſed, or be 
baptiſed, but thou ſhalt _ my Covenant 3 
that is, as afore, the token of the Covenant ; 
conſequently when Circumciſion was appoin- 
ted, it obliged to that ; but Circumciſion be- 
ing laid aſide, and another ſign inſtituted, 
which is Baptiſm, it now obligeth to this ; 
ſince the Command in general is not revoked, 
but only the ſign is alter?2d. Wherefore the 
Command at firſt not determining the fign 
what it ſhould be, but only enjoyning the 
keeping of it, whatſoever it ſhould be, and 
being applicable to Baptiſm, as well as to 
Circumciſion, and extending and reaching to 
all Abrabam's Seed, to believing Gentiles as 
well as to the Jews, ?tis all one, as if God 
had ſaid : Thou ſhalt Circumciſe under the 
firſt Teſtament, and Baptize under the ſe- 


cond. Theſe being Tokens of the Covenant - 


ſucceſſively to be kept the one after the 0+ 


ther. 
B 2 . And 
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(4) 


And this Covenant being renewed to the 
Children of 1/-acl in the Land of Moab, (be- 
ſides the Covenant which Moſes made with 
them in Horeb *) the command runs in theſe 
Terms : That they ſhould all,;even their little 


ones, enter into this Covenant, that is expli- . 


citely by ſome Rite or other ; not that the lit- 
tle ones could then perſonally and expreſly 
indent with God, or that a perſonal or ex- 
preſs Stipulation was a Condition prerequi- 
lite to their Initiation 3 but only an implicit, 
or Vicarious, or an imputative ſort of Stipula- 


tion by Sureties or Witneſles, as the old 


Teſtament word is |; which at Years of 
underſtanding they were bound to own by 
the reſtipulation of a good Conſcience, or by 
an open Profeſſion of the Jewiſh Religion. 
The manner then of entring into Co- 
venant with God, or keeping the Covenant 
in the ſign or token of it, was by receiving 
of Circumciſion. Accordingly in the 17th of 
Gen. aforeſaid, Abrabam and the reſt were 


circumciſed in the Capacities they were. In,. 


Abrabam at. gg Years old, and Iſmael at 13, 
and the Children, as they were commanded. 
Neither did this Law concern only ſuch as be- 
longed unto Abrabam for the preſent, and his 
Poſterity, but alſo Proſelytes that in future 
times were to be received or adopted into 
his Family ; even to the time of John the Bap- 
tiſt and Chriſt, who were both circumciſed the 


8th Day,that is during the firſt Adminiſtrati-- 


on, ſo long, ſays God, it ſhall be for a ſagn be- 


|| Gen, 17, #97672 me and you, || viz, 1 hoſe that belong to 
Il 


thee, with thy ſelf tor the preſent, and thoſe 
thar ſhall deſcend from thee according to the 
Fleſh, or be adjoyned unto thee ; he adds not 

and 
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and thy Seed after thee ; which hints that 
Circumciſion was no longer to. be the ſign, 
but till the Seed ſhould come. ' Whereas 
ſpeaking of the Covenant without limiting 
it particularly to-Circumeiſion, he ſays, Thou 
ſhalt keep my Covenant, thou and thy ſeed after 
thee, in their generations ;, and again, Thrs is my 
Covenant which ye (hall keep between, me and you, 
and thy ſeed after thee, Nevertheleſs the Seed 
Chriſt myſtical, the believing Gentiles in af- 
ter Ages, are as abſolutely enjoyn'd to keep 
the Covenant in the ſign of it, as the others. 
Thou ſhalt keep my Covenant * ;. Q. d: thou * Ibid, v, 
and all that thou owneſt, and thy Seed and all 9- 
that they own, ſhall by way of - Stipulation 
be dedicated unto me; and that in token of 
being ſo, both you ſhall obſerve the Cove- 
nant, by wearing the Initiating fign thereof 
your ſelf in your own Perſon ;\ and by put- 
it on all yours as far as they are capable of 
receiving it, which ſhall be virtually and in- 
terpretatively the puting it on all thy Seed, 
t all ſuch as have the benefit ot 
advantage of the Covenant ſhall y 7h. whote Nation of 
keep. it in like manner, cauſing the Fews are called the 
their Children and ſuch as they a- Circumciſion, the Women 
dopt to wear the like Badge and - 78 7<choned r0 _—_ 
Cognizance, the \initiating Sign *<4n me Mow, uh 

S ce, (INLUALING SIN were permitted 10 partake 
and Seal. And as it cannot be of rþe Paſſover of which 
ſuppoſed, but that the believing #09 uncircumeiſed 71/00 
Gentiles do retain a propriety _ ear, Exod. 12. 47, 
and right for their Children, and **" 
that under the Goſpel they are as | 
much theirs,and in the ſame rignt,as the natu- 
ral and adopted Children (rogether with the 
Servants and Slaves) of Ahlranam were his 
lo neither is it to be denied, but that as 

B 3 Circum- 
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(6) 
Circumciſion was the initiating Rite and Sign, 
before the coming of Chriſt ; ſo Baptiſm is 
after it: And that now todedicate and give up 
a Perſon unto God viſibly and ſolemaly, is 
by that Sign or Rite to enter him into the 
Church ; and that the command of keeping 
the Covenant in the ſign of it, or of ent'ring 
into Covenant, according to the Rite that 
ought to accompany it, is ſtill neceſlary, and 
lays an Obligation upon all to whom the Co- 
venant extends. 

Now how far the Covenant reacheth, the 
Apoſtle declares at large, AS. 2. 39. where 
he infers the ſame Concluſion, and on the like 
Premiſes, as I haye done, viz. The Right of 
ſuch Perſons,and conſequently their Children's 
right to Baptiſm; and the Obligation that is 
incumbent on Parents to have it adminiſtred ; 
becauſe the Promiſe of the Covenant extends 
to poſterity, without limiting it to thoſe who 
were Immediately and perſonally called,as the 
Anabaptiſts would have it, but it belongs to 
them,and in them to theirChildren;without any 
Condition or Qualification on their part, ſave 

only their being Children of ſuch Parents.Nor 
| can we interpret the Apoſtle, by reaſon of 
that laſt Clauſe in the verſe, even as many as 
the Lord our God ſhall call, to have meant or 
intended any perſonal Call required, as. to 
Children in order to Baptiſm ; unleſs we make 
him in effe&t guilty of very groſs Tautolo- 
gies; for ſhould that be neceſſarily implied, 
with reſpeC&t to the ſeveral particulars afore- 
going, it would make the Apoſtle ſpeak to 
this Purpoſe ; The Promiſe is to you that is, 
to as many of you as God hath called, and 
to your Children, even to as many of 
them as God hath called ; and to all a- 
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far 


C7) 
far off which God ſhall call, even as many 
as the Lord our God ſhall call; the impo- 
ſing ſuch a ſenſe, I ſay,on the Apoſtle's words, 
would render him very vain and Tautologi- 
cal 3 much leſs is there an inward Call abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for every particular Perſon, 
in order to his ſuſception of Baptiſm, or in- 
deed for any, but only an outward Call of the 
Parents ſufficeth ; not only in reference to 
themſelves, but to thoſe Minors likewiſe who 
are under their Power ; for *tis not neceſſari- 
ly requiſite, that the party to be baptiſed, 
muſt be ſuppoſed to have an abſolute Right 
to the Rem fxderis, to what is promiſed in 
the Covenant, but only to the conditional 
Grant or Covenant, as that ſpeaks a mutual 
Engagement each to other, There being 
no ſuch thing as a right in foro Eccle/ze,contra- 
diſtin& to the rightin foro dei; no one having 
a right to Sacraments in the judgment of Cha- 
rity, who hath none in the ſight of God. If 
it be otherwiſe, how ſhall we have the Church's 
judgment, concerning the Individuals that 
, are to be admitted unto Baptiſm, or the 
Lord's Supper ? | hope they will not ſend us 
to Rome for it ; and there is not any general 
Counciliin being to decide the particularCaſes, 
or any Court where the whole do ſend in their 
Votes, And thelike may be ſaid of a National 
Church; if it be meanc of a Congregational 
Church, or rather particular Congregation, 
then this muſt be of the whole Body too, or 
the judgment of the Ruler or Rulers ; it the 
whole Body, we know there are many in moſt 
Congregations, that never truubled their 
Heads about it; and ſcarce know their own 
Minds, what they would or ſhould judge in 
ſuch matters ; and few of thoſe that uſe this 
B 4 diitin- 
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(8) 
diſtin&tion, did ever take their judgement in 
it; if it be meant of the. Paſtors and Rulers, 
then it ſeems the Pope is not very much out 
of the way, to count himſelf, at leaſt with 
his Cardinals,to be the Church; if a ſinglePres- 
byter orDeacon with the ruling Elders may be 
the Church. Surely they come nearerto him, 
than they are aware of, who account the judg- 
ment of a particular Congregation, or Paſtor, 
the judgment of the Church; and plead that a 
Man hath a right to the Sacrament, if that Con- 
gregation or Miniſter judge ſo ; tho? he hath 
none in the ſight of God. But here is the Miſ- 
chief of it, by this reckoning a Man may have 
a right in the judgment of the Church,and yet 
have no right in the judgment of the Church ; 
for he may have aright in the judgment of one 
Miniſter or Congregation, and yet another 
may at the ſame time judge, that he hath no 
right at all. But which ſhall be the Church of 
the two? Why certainly the one hath as good 
right to claim the Title, as the other ; ex- 
cept one of them rob the Pope, and claim the 
Chair, and condemn all other Churches and 
their judgment, to ſet up their own. The 
Eaſtern Churches were fo wary to prevent 
all Thoughts that one's right to the Sacra- 
ment ſhould in any wiſe depend on the Mini- 
ſter,that they ſay not baptizo, but baptizetur IN. 
in nomine Patris, &c, Thus the Apoſtles 
baptiſing is ſaid to beChriſPsBaptiſm.*Tis true, 
the Miniſter in ſaying I Baptize thee, ſpeaks 
right ; but ſtill he baptizeth as a Miniſter,and 
cannor call that his Baptiſm ; but if the Mini- 
ſter's AQ be all that ſuch Profeflors have 
right to, then he might ſay they have no other 
bur my Baptiſm, and that the party hath right 
to his Baptiſmgind not Chriſt's, Wherefore the 
Wetln es hetter 
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better to underſtand any one*s fundamental 
Right in this Point, we muſt diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the Grant or Promiſe, and the mutual 
Engagement which is in Covenants, and ſo 
muſt allow that the natural Seed of Abrabam, 
by virtue of God's gracious Promiſe, were in 
ſome ſenſe to be reputed a ſpiritual Seed like- 
wiſe ; tho? not ſo ſtrictly, as to create to 
them an abſolute right to the benefits of the 
Covenant, the bleſſing of Abrabam; yet e- 
nough to give them thePrerogative of being in 
Covenant, and the Priviledges of being under 
ſuch an Adminiſtration z whereof the Apo- 
ſtle reckons eight which belonged to the 
Jews *; And who will fay, that Chriſtians 
have. fewer and of leſs Conſequence ? Don't 
we find thoſe very Perſons whom the Baptiſt 
(upbraiding them for coming ſo far ſhort of 
Abrahams Faith and Works)calls a Generation 
of Vipers, admitted by him to Baptiſm, and 
enſtated in the aforeſaid priviledges ? + 
From theſe premiſes, it apparently fol- 
lows, that not only believers, but profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity and their Children are proper 
Subjects of Baptiſm ; yea ſuch alſo as are born 
of profeſſed Infidels, when they hecome Con- 
verts, and belong ro ſuch as are Members of 
the viſible Church, for ſo runs the primitive 
Grant; and to theſe doth the Covenant ex- 
tend, G:n. 17, And it profeſling- Jews, and 
ſuch Servants and Slaves as are mentioned, 
Y. 12. havea right to enter into the Cove- 
nant.and to be circumciſed ; it follows, 4 for- 
tiort, that the Children of profefling Chriſti- 
ans, and ſuch as they have a propriety in, 
have a true right to the like priviledge, and 
are now to be baptized, otherwiſe the Go- 
- ſpel 


* Rom. g, 


4, 5» 


+Luk. 3:7. 
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ſpel doth not, nor muſt Chriſtians ſhew ſo 


much favour to the Children of the Jews, as 


the Covenant under the Law did, and as the 
Jews were to ſhew to the Children of the 
Gentiles, while they were ſtrangers in the 
general to the Common Wealth of 7ſ-ael. And 
if when they were in the Scripture account 
ſtrangers to the Covenant, yet ſuch Chil- 
dren of theirs might enjoy it, how much more 
now ſince the Partition-wall is taken down, 
and the enmity is done away 7 

Nor- is this true only in the Theory, and 
according to the Commandment, as it may 
be thus fairly conſtrued ; but the Practice of 
the Church, Age after Age, ſpeaks this to be 
the intent of the Law,@ Lex currit cum praxi, 
So that for Men to exclude them now, as if 
they were greater Aliens ' and Forreingers 
than they were at that time ; to ſhut them out 
from the Covenant and Seal more than when 
they were under the Law, and to make a 
greater Partition-wall between Gentiles and 
Gentiles, than there was then between Jews 
and Gentiles, (as thoſe muſt do that. debar 
them of their Right to Baptiſm) this muſt 
needs be contrary to the Goſpel ; and doth 
in effe&t make void the Croſs of Chriſt for 
tho? upon the coming in of the Goſpel the 
ſign be changed, and Circumciſion, which 
was at firſt the ſign and token of that Co- 
venant, be taken away ; it doth not follow, 
that the Obligation to obſerve and keep the 
Covenant in any other Sign and Token doth 
ceaſe with it, for the reaſon and equity of the 
Command doth hold in Baptiſm, as well as in 
Circumciſion, &@ Ratio legis & nexus conſcien- 
tie are reciprocal, and do mutually ſuppoſe 
one 
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one the other. And this is the Topic 'that St. 


Paul ſeth, * arguing for the'maintenance of « ; cox.,. 
the Evangelical Miniſtry, from the Analogy of s. 


Faith, and reaſonableneſs of the thing. 

We are therefore to diſtinguiſh between the 
Obligation to keep the Covenant in the Sign 
and Token of it, which is of perpetual Ob- 
ligation and Exiſtence, as the Covenant it 
ſelf is; and to keep it in the particular ſign 
and token of Circumciſion, which- being ſe- 
condary and changeable, for certain Reaſons 
was to be no longer, but ſomething elſe be- 
came that Sign and Token. 

For the further explanation of this, Wis to 
be noted that Circumciſion was not aboliſhed 
in the Goſpel, as *twas of the Fathers, bur 
as it was of Moſes; ( a diſtintion that Chriſt 


himſelf makes |) not as It had relation to the +Joh.7.22 


Covenant of Promiſe, and the Sign of ir, as 
if in that reſpe&, it was a weak and carnal 
Thing ; for ſo it was a Bond to Evangelical 


Obedience ||; but as it was adopted by they gen, 
legal Mediator,and made a ſign of that Admi- 1, har 5s 
niſtration and Covenant in which he had tobe tpriche 
do. Wherefore if the Law ceaſed, Circum- ©4/*cere, 
ciſion could not continue; ſecing whoſoever'1,,,;y 

was circumciſed became a Debtor to keep Rom.2.25. 
the whole Law ; and fo it would infer, as 1f Gal. 5. 3. 


Chriſt were not come in the Fleſh. 

Nor can the abrogation or ceſſation cf 
Circumciſion be underſtood to be any dimi- 
nution to the Promiſes ; foralmuch as it was 
applied to theLegalCovenant out of a gracio:s 
Conſideration, (as Doctor Burthog well ob- 
ſerves) not in the derogation of the Promi- 
ſes, or of any Priugledges or Duties ariſing 
from thence ; but in confirmation of them ; 

, Gud 
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| God taking the token of the Covenant of Pro- Di 

4 miſe, and putting it upon the Legal Covenant, wi 

I ſhews he had the Covenant of Promiſe ſtill Cl 

1k | in remembrance ; for doing ſo he could ne- to 

; ver-look on, or ſo much as think on the Law, . | . M 

but he muſt alſo remember the Promiſe, the In 

ſign and memorial of the Promiſe being thus EX 

annexed and put to the Law. So that here is ſh 

an expreſs command for baptizing Infants or H 

little ones 3 tho? not in the very term Bap- H 

tiſm, yet under this general Notion, as *tis m 

now the oken of the Covenant, for God's Lo 

Covenant with Abrabam ſtill continues, *tis Er 

+ Gen,19. an everlaſting Covenant, * in which bleſſed- by 

7e neſs was promiſed in and thro? Chriſt the pro- th 

miſed Seed; and by virtue, whereof the- Pz 

bleſſing of Abrabam, or the Promiſe made to Cl 

that Patriarch, in like manner came on the ar 

Gentiles, as the Apoſtle aſſerts, Gal. 3. 14. CC 

therefore ?tis ſaid, the Goſpel was preached TE 

+ Ib. v, 8.70 Abrabam Þ; and as it was long before the of 

Law, and not diſannull'd by the coming of bc 

the Law ; ſo *twas to endure till the Sced ti 

ſhould come, to whom the Promiſe was made; ol 

and conſequently to the end of the World ; m 

becauſe Chriſt came to eſtabliſh the Covenant al 

Rom.1s, Made to the Fathers ||. w 

8, Now if the Covenant be the ſame, the Pro- al 

miſes of it muſt needs be continued in the C 

ſame Tenure in which they were at firſt al 

made, and run in the ſame latitude and ex- L 

tent, taking in Children with their Parents ; vv 

unleſs God himſelf had made any alteration IG 

or reſtri&tion, or paſl::d any Act of Excluſion. tl 

But *tis remarkable, the Apoſtle doth not ſay ſt 

* Aft. 2. the Promiſe was, but is %: And the Grace of al 
f 390 the Goſpel is now more ample than before 
| under 


| 
ly 
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under the Law; being then .in its ordinary 


Diſpenſation appropriated to the Jews ; they 
were God's Favourites to whom his Grace in 
Chriſt was manifeſted ; but now it reacheth 
to the Gentiles 'alſo, having appeared to all 
. Men, to all forts and ages. Surely therefore 
Infants being in Covenant then are not to be 
excluded now, which if they be, let it be 
ſhew'd how and when they were ejected ? 
How this Magna Charta came to be forfeited ? 
How they, who were once Members of the 
myſtical Body, came to be cut off ? The 
| Common Wealth indeed of 1ſrael is at an 
End, and the Scepter is departed from Fudab, 
but the Olive-tree the Church continues, 
tho* under a different Adminiſtration ; the 
Partition-wall is broken down, but the very 
Church is not deſtroyed.. And for this ſee 
and conſult Rom. 11. where the Apoſtle 
compares the Jews to an Olive-tree, and the 
rejecting of them for a ſeaſon, to the lopping 
off its natural Branches, as Branches which 
bore no: Fruit ; and the calling of the Gen- 
tiles he reſembles to the grafting upon that 
old Stock ; which growing again a-freſh 
makes up one entire Olive-tree, whoſe Root 
and Branches are nouriſhed by the ſame Sap ; 
which Similirude plainly intimates, that Jews 
and Chriſtians make up but one Univerſal 
Church, of which our Lord Jeſus is the Head ; 
and that Faith in him is the Sap, which gives 
Life and Nouriſhmeat to it ; the conſequence 
whereof is this, that the ſame Spiritual Privi- 
ledges, which belonged to the Children of 
the Jews, do belong to the Children of Chri- 
ſtians;zand that if the former were to be initi- 
ated into the Church by Circumciſion, ſo are 

the 
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the latter by Baptiſm ; for being of the ſame 


Church, and within the ſame Covenant, they 
ſhould receive a-like the Seal thereof, which 
tho? now changed from Circumciſion to Bap» 
tiſm, yet the Church and Covenant is the 
ſame ſtill ; and therefore Church-memberſhip 
is as extenſive, and comprehends Infants un- 
der the Goſpel, as it did once under the Law; 
and unleſs a Law can be ſhew'd, which con- 
fines Infants Church-memberſhip to the Jew- 
iſh-State, and excludes them the Chriſtian ; 
there is no reaſon why we ſhould be frighten'd 
from our laudable Practice of initiating Infants 
into the Chriſtian Church. ' 

What faith our Saviour, Fob. 3, "Oe 
one be not Born again of Water and the holy 
Ghoſt, he cannot inherit the Kingdom of 
God: Where we ſee not only the unregene- 


* Niſi enim renatus 
fuerit ex aqua & ſpiritu 
Santto non poteſt intro- 
ire in regnum det utique 
nullum excipit non In- 
fantem non aliqua pre- 
ventum neceſſitate. D. 
Abroſ, de Abrah, Patri- 
arch, l. 2. c. 11, vid. 
etiam de voc, Gent. l. 2, 
c. $8, & D. Aug. 1.19, 
de Gen. ad literam,cI 4. 
We bold, ſays Biſhop An- 
drews, the ſame neceſſity 
of Baptiſm, that the Fa- 
thers did hold, which 1s 
Via ordinaria, yet non 
allizando gratiam del 
ad media, no more than 
th? Schoolmen do, Biſhop 
Andrew's Anſwer 1 
Peron, p. 12. 

- 


rate are excluded Heaven, but 
as the Text Is interpreted * by 
ſome, even the unbaptized, with 
reſpect to the ordinary means of 
Salvation, and ſo far forth 
as- the omiſſion of an inſtituted 
Rite, or poſitive Duty may be 
ſaid to do ſo; now foraſmuch 
as we cannot be too ſure, but 
that this may be the true ſenſe 
of the Place, and the mind' of 
our bleſſed Saviour z and ſeeing 
he ſpeaks it indefinitely, we can- 
not know for certain but he] had 
reference to unbaptized Infants, 
as well as others; therefore un- 
leſs God had plainly declared his 
Mind againſt the baptizing of 
ſuch, and expreſly excluded 

them 
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them from that Ordinance; how can we chuſe, 

out of mere compaſſion and zeal for their Sal- 

vation, but adminiſter it to them ? Though 

then there be ſome ſo prepoſſeſt with preju- 

dice, that they cannot ſo earneſtly believe 

with our Church, the intereſt Children have 

in Baptiſm, yet ſince their not fo believing 

cannot alter the Infant's Caſe, neither can 

they be ſo ſure, but, as it hath been ſaid, they 

may be comprehended in that of St. John, ac- 

cording to the aforeſaid Interpretation 3 

therefore upon that other principle expreſt 

by our Church, in the ſame Paragraph *, they * Vi4, of- 

ſhould look upon it as a charitable Work to fice for 

bring ſuch to Baptiſm. —_ 
But to return to the Argument, and to m_—_ -l 

illuſtrate it, and render it more convincing 3 pyfrion up- 

ſuppoſe there were an A@& of Parliament, on tbe 

wherein certain civil Priviledges are granted G9/p*. 

to all Engliſh Subjefs, and their Children, . 

without any limitation of time for their con- 

tinuance, and afterwards there comes a New 

AQ of Parliament, whercin more and greater 

Pxiviledges are granted to all Engliſh Sub- 

jets, without}mentioning the former, or their 

Children ; thoſe former Priviledges are held 

by all Lawyers to belong ſtill to all Engliſh 

Subjeas, and their Children, becauſe all ſuch 

Ads, and the beneficial Clauſes thereof, are 

{till in Force, "cill they are repealed by the 

ſame Authority and Power that made them ; 

neither will it ſuffice to ſay, that the Privi- 

ledge here granted is in a Teſtamentary way, 

and the making a New Teſtament is a ver- 

tual repealing any former Will or Teſtament, 

ſo that ſuppoſing this was a Legacy bequeath- 

ed to the Jewiſh Church by ChriſPs Teſtament, 

ya 
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yet foraſmuch as *tis not granted by Chriſt's 
laſt Will and Teſtament, which we call the 
Goſpel, or the New Teſtament, the Privi- 
ledge ceaſeth of it ſelf, But this Compariſon 
is faulty,and will not hold: For the Old Teſta- 
ment, or (as it is by way of diſtin&ion, with 
reference to that Miniſtration ſometimes 
called) the Law and the Goſpel, tho? they 
differ in Circumſtantials, yet are not two 
Wills of Chriſt, but for ſubſtance one and 
the ſame Will and Teſtament, even the ſame 
Covenant of Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
or if you will, the Goſpel in reſpe& of the 
Law, is like a Schedule or Codicil to a Will, 
the adding ſome further Legacies not alrea- 
dy given, and no Legacies that were bequeath- 
ed in the foregoing Will can be cut off, ex- 
cept they be particularly recalled in the Codi- 
cil; in like manner Infants Church-member- 
ſhip muſt remain in force under the Goſpel, 


except it be the Will of Chriſt” it- ſhould, 


ceaſe, and he had declared as much in the Co- 
dicil of the New Teſtament ; but no ſuch 
thing appearing there, proves it ſtill in 
force, - 

Tis not denied but that the Colleftive Bo- 
dy of the Jews were broken off from the 
Church thro? unbelief *, that is by reaſon of 
their poſitive infidelity z whereby they did 
direQly and openly diſown and rejec the true 
Meſſiah; yet all of them were nor, there were 
many thouſands, or as the word is, Myriads of 
the Jews, that believed; as the Scripture 
witneſſeth Þ: Neither were the reſt broken 
off, but the believing Gentiles were inocula- 


[| Grotius ted in amongſt them ||, till they profeſſedly 


on Rom, 


I. 17, 


rejected Chriſt, and were become open Ene- 
mies 
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mies to his Goſpel ; now it would be unrea- 

Tonable to infer, that all the Infants were 

broken off, for the infidelity of ſome of the 
Parents, The ele& Jews, which obtained 

Mercy, kept their Station, and ſo mult needs 

be conceived to retain their Priviledges for 
themſelves and theirs z otherwiſe they would 

become loſers, to what they were before the 
exhibition of Chriſt, in reſpect of their Infant 

Seed; for they who were before within and 

wore the Badge of the Covenant, ſhould atf- 
terwards be without, and dcprived of that 
Dignity, and *tis the general received opini- 

on and even of ſome Anabaptiſts, * that what »* 7s; 

Priviledges the Nation of the Jews had before is grene4 
their Reje&tion, the ſame ſhall they reco- 9 Harrt- 
ver with an advantage at their Reſtorati- _ — 

on, | and to ſay the Geniles ſhall not have,;jg, 4 
the ſame Covenant-Priviledges with them, g#'d, as 
is to make a difference, and ſo ſet up a Par- # 7s «ted 
tition-wall, when as the Apoſtle aſſerts || both ” _ 

Jew .and Grecian, Male and Female are all ,;.;.. yin- 

one in Chriſt *, | diciarem, 

l7, 20. 


+ Hoſ. 2.23. Rom. 11. 25, 26. || Gal. 3. 28, * AQ.S. 12: 
which ſhews the Apoſtle's Prattice in the Cie, And the reaſon on whicy 
it was grounded, you have, Gal, 3« 23. tore-quoted, 


Summarily and briefly excluding Children 
out of theCovenant,and debarring them of the 
Sign, put a facrilegious reſtraint thereon, and 
excludes them from the ordinary way of $Sal- 
vation ; for if they have no viſible intereſt in 
the Covenant, in regard of God's viſible dt- 
ſpenſation, then they have no viſible intereſt 
in Chriſt, they are no way related to him, 
who is the Mediator of the Covenant ; we 
conclude therefore, that the aforeſaid Law of 
| C Keeps 
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keeping the Covenant, and of entering into . 
the Covenant, is as much in force as ever ; 
and we are ſtill bound to obſerve the Cove- 
nant and the token of it, that is after the man- 
ner of its Adminiſtration, for the time be- 
ing ; if the Sign be changed, the Caſe is not 
altered, our Obligation continues the ſame : 
Now. Baptiſm is the initiating Ordinance, as 
afore, when Circumciſion was the Token. 
Not but that there is a difference in the 


Adminiſtration, 9z. 


That whereas the Fe 


males are as ſuſceptive of the Rite of Bap- 
tiſm as the Males, therefore *tis equally and 


* See our warrant for 

this, Gal. 4. 9, 10+ 

+ Epiſt. 58 the query was 

abour baptizing Infants 
before the $th Day, Fidus 
did not deny Ne 4d Bap- 
r1/m, but only dewyed the 
baptizing of them till then, 
to which the Father re- 
rurns this Anſwer, that 
bath himſelf and the Coun- 
cil with him, which con- 
ſiſted of 66 Biſhops, unani- 
mouſly determined, that a 
Child might be baptized as 
ſoon as be was Born, where- 
upon St, Auſtin ſpeaks to 
this effett that St, Cypr, 
did not make any new De- 
cree, bur obſerving the faith 
and pra#tice of the Church, 
judged with his own fel- 
low Biſhops, that as ſoon 4s 
one was Born, he might be 
lamfuliy bapttzed, 

Ur parvuli i jinfirmari 
contingat eodem die quo 
nati ſunt bpatizentur.Con- 
cil,Gcrund, Can, 4.904 172 


as diſtintly to be adminiſtred 
unto them *, Neither hath God 
taken any order in that Caſe 
of Infants, to tie us to admini- 
ſter it, preciſely on the 8th 
Day ; no more then he hath 
done in the Caſe of the adult or 
actual Believers; whether im- 
mediately upon thetr believing, 
or the next Day, or the Day 
after ; but the Goſpel indulg- 
ing a diſcretionary Latitude, in 
both Caſes it may be done ſoon- 
er or later, provided we do 
not out of a profane or care- 
leſs humor procraſtinate it ; 
as St. Cyprian argues in his E- 
piſtle to Fidus FT, there being no 
neceſlity why we ſhould delay 
their Baptiſm,but rather that we 
ſhould haſten it all we can; fo 
long as I may add, we become 
not alike Superſtitious with the 
Church of Rome, whe in danger 

of 
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_ of Death, doit ere the child is 
fullyBorn into the World ||. And 
conſequently with ſo much pre- 
clipitancy, as ſpeaks their lay- 
ing too much ſtreſs (as their 
manner 1s) upon the Opus opera- 
tum, and as if God ties himſelf to 
means as well as us. 


danger of Death, in ipſa 
hora, ſays Greg. 1. 12; 
Epiſt- 10, apud Magdeb. 
Cent, 6, c. 6, Col, 369. 
and Ina Ki of the Weſt 
Saxons made 4 Law that 
Infants ſhould be baptized 
within thirty Days after 
their Birth,under the p:nal- 


F/ of thirty billings, a great 


um in thoſe Days, Leg. 


Inz, c. 2. apud Spelm. Concil. Ang. Tom. 1. p. 183, Quicunque 
parvulos recentes ab uteris Matrum baptizandos negat Anath.fitCon- 
cil, Milevit. Can 2, apud Magdeb., Cent. 5. c. 9g. col. 835, & Ca- 
ranz. fol. 123 being the 11 Conc, tn the African Code, confirmed by 


the 4th and 6th general Council, 


[| Si timeatur de morte Infantis- 


antequam naſcatur & caput cjuſd. appareat extra uterum infundat 
aquam quz adfuerit ſuper caput naſcentis,dicens, Ego te bapt, Synod. 
Colon ſub Rudolpho Imper, apud Magd, Cent, 1 3. 


Agreecable hereto, Chriſt's Commiſſion is 
as full for baptizing Infants, as any others, 
for if they be the natural or adopted Chil- 
dren of Believers, or ſuch as are proſelyted ; 
they are Abrabam*s Seed; and ſo are inte- 


reſted in the Covenant, and 


belong to 


Chriſt, which in Chriſt's own Dtale& tis the 
ſame thing with being his Diſciples *. Yea * Compare 
they are called ſo by the Holy Ghoſt þ. And Matt. 1c: 


the Commiſſion runs to Baptize all Diſciples ||. 4*: 
Go Diſciple all Nations, baptizing them—— , , 


with 
Mark 9. 


if then Infants be or are made Diſciples, to- + A. 15. 
gether with their Parents or Proparents; 0. 
ſo as the Promiſe of Abraham reacheth to !- '- 


them, they are to be baptized ; for there is 


| Matt.2$, 
19. Mad: 


nothing to interpoſe between diſcipling and ;;-v7:. 
baptizing. Yea ſuch is the near conjunction 
of the Commands, that they ſeem to be coin- 
cident. q. d, Whoſoever ate my Diſciples 
or Relatives, Partners of the Covenant, or 
are in the Church's Power to ſtipulate for 


C-2 


their 


- — _. - 
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* Act. 9. 
18. 


JRom.11. 
16. 1 Cor. 
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their Religions Education ; let them be con- 
ſigned thereunto by this Sacrament of Bap- 
tiſm ; let this be the Rite of their Admiſſion ; 
let this be the Badge and Cognizance of their 


Diſcipleſhip; and who are we, that dare, 


in contradiction to this expreſs order of our 
Saviour, hinder any ſuch out of our own Ima- 
ginations from entering in at this ordinary 
Gate or Door of Grace, who do not exclude 
themſelves ? 

Ananias finding Saul in the ſtate of a Di- 
ſciple baptized him * tho? neither, he nor 
any Miniſter elſe had. made him ſo. Infants 
are Diſciples, not ſo much of Man's as of 
God's making, vouchſafing graciouſly in their 
believing Parents, to accept them alſo into 
his Covenant Þ, and ſo into the State of Di- 
{ciples. 

The Apoſtle alſo plainly declares, that in- 
tereſt in the Promiſe is alone by it ſelf, a ſaf- 
ficient ground for the application of Baptiſm, 
in that. he exhorts thoſe awaken'd Jews to be 
baptized upon this Ground, or for this rea- 
ſon, that the Promiſe did belong to them ||. 
*Iis true, he exhorts them to Repentance, 
to which Faith muſt be conjoyn'd, as neceſla- 
ry to their intereſt in the Promiſe, but *twas 
their intereſt in the Promiſe, on which he 
Grounds his Exhortation to them to be bap- 
tized, Hence however Perſons come to have 
an intereſt in the Promiſe, whether it be by 
deſcent, or adoption, or by their own per- 
ſonal Faith and Repentance, ?cis all one to our 
preſent purpoſe. And this is agreeable to the 
firlt Command to keep the Covenant, that 1s 
the token of the Covenant ; the -Command 
is grounded vpon intereſt in the Promite, 
Gen, 


. At at 


WA oa. ac ÞOA©tc R892 


— > 

Gen, 17. 9. Thou ſhalt keep my Covenant there- 
fore, (that is, upon this Ground) becauſe the 
Promiſe is unto thee, and having the Promiſe, 
thou ſhalt wear the Sign and Seal thereof ; for 
it follows, 4 majori ad minus, that the Chil- 
dren being in Covenant ſhould not want the 
-Sign and Seal that enſures the Benefits and 
Priviledges of the ſame. M/ho then can for- 
bid Water ! *Tis the Apolſtle's Argument * 
to thoſe that have received the Grace 
of Gud, the Promiſe, by Virtue whereof they 
are in Covenant with God as well] as we. 

Now what have the Anabaptiſts to Object 
againſt what is here alledged for the putting 
on Infants the preſent Sign or Token of 
the Covenant 2 Why nothing in eſfect, but 
what they are beholden to the Papiſts for, v:z. 
That Circumciſion was the Token only of a 
Carnal Legal Covenant, and that fuch was 
the Covenant which God made with Abra- 
bam and his Seed ; and renewed by Mojes 
to the Children of Iſrael ; and that its being 
a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith was pe- 
culiar only to that Patriarch, and that there 
is no ſuch thing now as federal holineſs, or 
any Right or Priviledge-accruing by vertue of 
any Promiſe or Covenant from Birth, or by 
being of ſuch a Lineage, or Deſcent, bur that 
the Children of Bclicvers in their lnfanr 
Eſtate, are in no better Condition than thoſe 
of Heathens. 

'Tis ſtrange that they, who in ſhew are {© 
much againlt Popery, ſhould brozch fo much 
of it, ſpeaking the Language of Rome, againſt 
the Proteſtant Doctrine, maintained in the 
Chuich of Ergland. is this tro come out of Ra- 
bylon, thus to ilide with the Papiſts, and Bel- 
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®De Sacr. Iaymine * in particular ? Mr. Blake Þ declares, 


"2 
alibi. 


+ Anſwer 
#0 Tombs, 
p.61.Prin- 
ted Anno 


46, 


efte(tu.1.2 
3 


* that their Arguments againſt faderal Holi- 


nels are borrowed from them ; and that he 
hath not met with any, either in Mr. Tombs 
or Blackwood, which may not be found in Sta- 
pleton, Cornelius a Lapide, the Rhemiſts, or 
ſome of that Party ; and that the Jeſuits were 
the firſt Oppoſers of it, 

"Tis likewiſe a great and much agitated 
Controverſie, between the Papiſts and thoſe 
of the Reformed Religion concerning the 1- 
dentity and Efficacy of Fobr's Baptiſm com- 
pared with Chriſt ; the Papiſts thundering 
Anathema*s againſt them, who ſhall affirm 
the Baptiſm of John to have the ſame vertue 
and power with that of Chriſt : Thoſe of the 
Reformed, on the other ſide are generally of 
Opinion, that Johrs Miniſtry was the ſame 
that was afterwards delegated to the Apoſtles. 
And his Baptiſm the ſame, which was after- 
wards miniſtred by them. This the Anabap- 
tiſts deny, to take occaſion there-from to 
Ground their dipping again,or Rebaptization ; 
and to this purpoſe draw moſt of their beſt 


Shafts out of the Popiſh Quiver, and form 


moſt of their choiceſt Weapons on their An- 
vil ; yea in the whole conflict they have been 
neceſſitated to borrow help from theſe Phi- 
liſtine Artiſts. But let them, if they can, 
produce any thing in the whole Bible, to o- 
verthrow what is here laid down ; otherwiſe 
what I have retorted on them muſt be ac- 
knowledged to be very juſt, 

Neither is there any doubt, but that the 
Practice of Chriſt's Church hath been anſwer- 
abte to the DoQarine here repreſented. 


They 


(23) 
They ſay there is not any expreſs Inſtance 

of any Infant baptized in the whole Hiſtory 
of the Goſpel ; but is there any inſtance of 
any Infant of a Chriſtian believer. left unbap- 
tized ? Are there not ſtrong Preſumptions 
that upon coming over of any to the Faith, 
their Children together with themſelves, were 
received and baptized; "tis ſaid only of Lydia 
_ that ſhe believed, but of her and her Houſhold 

that they were baptized *; yea our Saviour * At. 1 
himſelf,upon Zaccheuss receiving of him,ſays, *5* 
to Day is Salvation come to thy Houſe, foral- 
much as thou alſo art the Son of Abraham Þ. + Luk. 19, 
$0 St. Peter told Cornehus words, by which he 9: 
and his Houſe ſhould be ſaved ||. Tous it was, 
promiſed to the Gaoler, that on his Faith not l EE” mY 
orly himſelf ſhould be ſaved but his Houſe, 
an] upon his Protcſſion he was baptized, and 
all that were his,or all that belonged to him *; * xa 3, 
therefore not only the major Part of his aurs mzv- 
Fanily, according to the falſe and corrupt 75% A&- 
Gloſs of the Anabaptiſts, but ſimply and ab- 16. 323k 
{olutely all that lived under his Roof. 


Moreover how- reaſonable is it to believe 
that there were Children in thoſe Families, as 
part of the Houſhold, for the word Houle or 
Houſhold in Scripture, ſignifies x. = 
Children pon. being the | m Fm Na 
principal Materials, Ben a Filia 4 raaice MA 
Son, aad Bath a Daughter, do edificawit Acta: bor. 
both come from the Root Þ ye liberorum procre- 
Banab which fignifie to build, atione Devrt. 25. 9. 
and figuratively to procreate Bgyxt. So Grn., 16. 
Child;en , and fo to build , Margin, be builr 
an Houſe or Family, Thus yy her ; Sept, 
God promiling LO pLve Chil- TEKVOTOHM Mc UG LUTHS. 
C 4 dren 
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dren unto David, is pleaſed to expreſs him- 
himſelf in this Phraſe, I will build thee an 
| Houſe, becauſe Children under God do build 
Þ up the Houſe, and keep up the name of their | 
[fy _ Father's Family, and ſo'to build an Houſe | 
" or Family, being the ordinary Inſtruments 
as to perpetuate and continue, and hold up 
the Houſe in Natural and Civil,fo in Religious 
and Eccleſiaſtical Reſpeqs likewiſe ; accord- 
ingly the Apoſtle directing a Biſhop ro rule 
+; Tim,3. his Houſe wel}, preſently names Children * 
4+ as the moſt conſiderable part of his Charge 
and Care. Wherefore, as it often falls out, 
when ſome parts of the Family are ex- 
preſly inſtanced in, and the nomination of 
Children omitted, they are nevertheleſs in- 
tended and included, as Gen. 14. 16. 
Neither do we read of any laid aſide cr 
excluded from Baptiſm upon the account of 
F their Non-age, yea *tis highly probable tlat 
thoſe Children, yea ſucklings, as the original 
Word imports,which were brought to Chriſt 
with a defire in them that brovght them, :hat 
he ſhould lay his hands on them, had bees al- 
ready baptized ; now 'tis ſaid expreſly that 
- Luk,13, be laid his Hands on them Þ, but we rever 
15.7-Be4- read in the IV. T, of the laying on of Hands 
qi e,in a for» on any unbaptized Perſons, unleſs perhaps it 
4 "4 '141- were in order to the working ſome muracu- 
# mo lous Cure || ; In all other Caſes, impoſition of 
|'Mark 10, Hands was praQtiſed on baptized Perſons * 
| 16, only, and the reaſon given by Chriſt to his 
T g <-Mark Diſciples, why they ſhould countenance and 
| '- 7. further rather then reſtrain their Acceſs 
| 4.40, 13; to him ſufficiently evinceth, that they were 
1;A&.z, brought upon a ſpiritual Account rather than 
17-28.8. for any bodily Cure. . 
| An 


4 
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And as a further Argument to ſhew, that the « Vid. 
practice was Apoſtolical, I may add hereto C:/=nder 
the Teſtimonies and Suffrages of the Ancient r Bar > 
, Fathers a,both of the Greek andLatineChurch. ;,, "_ | 

Origen affirms in expreſs Terms, that the Weſtern 
Church from the Apoſtles days, received a Churches, 
Tradition to Baptize Children b,and that Bap- þ t bis 
tiſm is to be given unto Infants, according to Comment 
the Tradition of the Church; who yet was - m 
contemporary (according to Oſiander and Fu- 17" = 
neſius account) with Tertullian, neither could j, c,  * * 
Tertullian himſelf be ſo ſottiſh, as to oppoſe c n bis 8 
an imaginary abuſive practice of having Sure- Homil. 
. | ._, LEVike 
ties, or Hyginus Biſhop of Reme before him, 7'5.* v1. 
to order as he did about the Guardianſhip of tina in the 
- Infants, in appointing ſuch who ſhould pro- life of Hy- 
miſe for their religious Education in that ginus the 
Faith whereinto they were batized d, if the fs ; y 
baptizing of them was not a thing in uſe be-'perer 2c- 
fore, and ſo an Apoſtolical ordination deri- cording to 
ved down to them, and from them” tranſ- Caran. 
mitted to the Church, where the prattice of 

it hath been uninteruptedly continued ever 

ſince, Why ſhould Tertullian, 1 ſay, affrighr 

Perſons from being Suſceptors to Infants in 

their Baptiſm, by the Hazard they ran in 

their Childrens liableneſs ro Death and to © 2 Papt. 
Diſtempers, if no ſuch thing were in his 0 x; 
time ? Ir had been dangerous to ſtart ſuch af gemper. 
Novelliſm if never before practiſed, Sr, #u- hbuir, 
ftin writ a Tra& of Infant Baptiſm e, and !<mper te- 
lays the Church always had it, always held ONT = 
it f. Tuſtin Martyr, who lived as they calcu- ot "O 
late in St. Jobs Days, in Lis unqueſtionable poſt, 
Works gives ſeveral hints for Infant Baptiſm g. & 4s #n his 
lrengus ſpeaks of Infanis being Born again, — 
that is þy the Laver of Regeneration, viz. ypcn, p.rs 
Bap* 2. j10p. 3. 
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h Trenzus Baptiſm as Dr. Hammond underſtands it h. Na- 
F. 2.23 234%, is for it not only in danger of Death, 
un ddeway hnt ſimply and abſolutely, expreſſing himſelf 
S=&, 4, | tO this pnrpoſe, Halt thou a Child,let it be bap- 
pag. 2:2, tized from an Infant, let it be early conſecrated 
z Orat. 3*to the Spirit 7. St, Baſsl gives Teſtimony to it, 
_— rainy anſwering the Queſtion, whether Infants may 
k 1. 3.con- be baptized,in the Affirmative z for ſo,ſays he, 
tra Eun» we are by the Circumciſion of Children in- 
mium. 55. ſtructed, there being a parity of reaſon as for 
I Epiſt. the circumciſing of Children k, Yoſius makes 
mn vid, the Teſtimony of St. Cyprian, in his Epiſtle-/ 
Naz, O- to Fidus, (which for its authenticalneſs is 
rat.3.in S. quoted by Nazianzen,Chryſoſtom, Ambroſe, Te- 
Lavacr. yom, Auſtin,and others m)beyond all exception, 
Chryloit. "ola" . 

Hom. aq 3nd Grotius ſays it makes the matter plain 
Neoph, That there was then no doubt of Infant Bap- 
Ambr. i» tiſm 3 accordingly the Magdeb. bring in Ori- 
Luc. Hie- gey, Cypr. and other Fathers to avouch. the 
———A 3* Practice, to have been even in the time of 
9m, the Apoſtles x. Now what ſays St. Auſtin, 
lag. Auſt. touching ſuch immemorial uſages, as the Ca- 
zn bis 28 tholick Church holds, and ever hath held, 
_—_ and have not come into uſe by the Inſticution 
bis 14 Of any Council, that they are ſuch as are right- 
Serm, de Iy believed, to have been delivered down to 
verb. A- us, by no leſs than Apoſtolical Authority o, 
_ and leſt there ſhould be any wreſtipg of his 
" JECCAL. words, viz. Traditum ab Apoſtolis, or Apo- 
merit. & ſtolical Tradition, he peremptorily affirms, 
remiſſ.and (ſpeaking of the Churct's Authority in this 
in bis 3 Caſe of Pzdobaptiſm) that it was without all 


BootyC- 5* queſtion delivered by the Lord and his A- 


2 Cent. 3. 
c. 4. pag. poſtles p. 


- In Donat, I. 4.c. 23. calling is an Fccleſ, Cuſtom or as he ex- 
plains himſeIf, an Avo/tol, Tradition, fe de Geneli ad literam, 1. 10, 
c. 23. 4nd bis 3 Epiſt., 10 Voluſitam. p /. 1. De peccat, merit, & 
remiſl, c, 16, Proculdubio per Dominum & Apoſtolos _— 
The 


(27) 

The word Tradition, the Fathers under- 
ſtood not in the Popiſh Senſe, for that which 
hath -been delivered in Doctrine from Age 
ro Age, above what is wrirten, to ſupply 
the ſuppoſed defect of the'Scripture, but for 
the very written word it ſelf, by which they 
delivered the truth, and for their examples 
and report thereof, tending to the explication 
of their Doarine, and not to the adding any 
new Doctrine. 

Calvin affirms the baptizing of Infants 
to be a holy Inſtitution obſerved in ChriſPs 
Church 9. 


All the Reformed Churches, uſe q Inftic. 4. 


it, as you may ſee by the Harmony of their <- 16. Sett. 


Confeſſions ry. The Greek Church, (who year- * S 
ly excommunicate the Pope,) Baptize their In- j.c, qe 


h. a 


fants 5; ſo the Cophtsi or native Chriſtians of E- Converſ. 
gypt who have no Communion with the Roman onnium 
Church. And the praftice being ſo general G*ntium, 


and Primitive ; Eraſmus wondered what evil 


4g 


Devil entered them, who denyed the Bap-s Pagit of 
tiſm of Children uſed in the Catholick Church #er:/es, 
above 1400 Years, and he might the rather P&- 17- 


for that it hath been the general Conſenr, 
and almoſt univerſal Practice, not only of all 
Chriſtendom, but of all the World ; Jews, 
Gentiles, Mahometans, Chriſtians of all Sects ; 
Proteſtants, Papiſts, Greeks, Armenians; 
HMuſcovites, Mengrehians, Indians of St. Tho- 
mas, Abyſſmes, &c. as a modern Author 
o:ſerves, to uſe ſome ſolemn initiating Cere- 
mony to admit their Children, not yer 
adulr,into the Society and Communion of thar 
Religion, 


Thele 
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* Conſt Theſe Authorities, (with others cited in 
Clemen- Ee Margin *) I lay down as I might have 
tis, th-re done many more, not to tye the Baptiſm of 
"is Baz7i- Children to the Teſtimony of Men ; but as 
Cere I" v- a Martyr for the Proteſtant Religion did, to 


\ 


5-4, ew how Mens Teſtimonies do agree with 
Baprize God's Word w, and that Antiquity is on our 


your In- fide, and that the Anabaptiſts have nothing 
fonts, 1.6. but falſe and new Imaginations, who feign 
c 19.0" the Baptiſm of Children to be the Pope's 


cil, Mele- : 
vir. can. 2, GoMmandment, or any late Invention or [n- 


apudMag- NOVaLion, 

deb, Cent. 

6. Cap. 9. Ccol.3835.& Caranz, fol, 123, Ambroſ, 1. de Abrab, Patri 
arch, Hier, contra Pelag, 16, 3, Ut Chriftus Infantes ad ſe venire 
juſfit, ita nec Apoſtoli eos excluſerunt a Baptiſmo & quidem dum 
baptiſmus Circumcifioni #quiparat, Paulus Col. 2. aperte indi- 
cat etiam Infantes per baptiſmum Ecclefiz dei eſſe inferendos, Oc. 
Magdeb, Cent, 1. 2. c. 4. Magdeb, Cent. 2, 'tis /aid, nec uſquam 
legitur Infantes hoc ſeculo a Baptiimo remotos efſe. We dor't read 
they were then excluded Baptiſm, c. 4. p. 48. de Baptiſmoz nor as 
ris ſaid, until the 6th Cent, when *rwas excepted againſt by one Adri- 
anus. That Terull, himſelf was for Infant Baptiſm appears, in that in 
his Book' De anima cap. 39. He preſſeth it when the Child is in dan- 
ger of D:a:h, and gives his reaſon, lib. de Bapt, cap. 12, przſcribi- 
tur nemini fine Baptiſmo competere ſalutem. Council of Trullo, 
Can. 48. requires that all the Grecian little ones, without delay ſhould 
be baptized. Cne of the 8 Cannons in ths Council of Carthage con- 
cluding againſt Pelagius decreed, that whoſoever denyed Baptiſm for 
the remiſſion of fins 10 a new Born Infant, ſhould be anathemati7'd, 
ſee Craggs Arraigment and Convittion of Anabaptiſm againſt Tombs, 
þ4g. 85, Photius, 4 learned Greek, produceth an Imperial} Conſtitutior, 
wherein it was decreed that all baptized Samarit, and Grecians ſhould 
be puniſhed, who brought not their Children to boly Baptiſm, apud 
Craggs, ibid, w In 4 Letter that Mr, Philpot writ, whilſt be was 
in Priſon, 


Nor is our manner of adminiſtring this 
ſacred Rite, by ſprinkling or pouring on of 
Water novel, as I ſaid, or unjuſtifiable ; for 
the word to Baptize uſually ſignifies as much, 
which 


(29) 
which as Dr. Featly x ſays Heſychius, Stepha- x Dipper 
nus, Scapula and Budeus, thoſe great Maſters dif, Page 


of the Greek Tongue, makes good by many Vols a | 


Inſtances and Allegations out of Clafſick ;y þis 4n- 


Writers. | ſwer 10 
Danvers, 


pag. 242. Printed, Anno 74, and Walker's Diſcourſe of dipping and 
ſprinkling, wherein is ſhewn the lawfulneſs of other ways of Baptiz4- 
tion beſides that of total Immerſion, Printed Anno, 73. 


And in this ſenſe is it uſed in Scripture. So 
the Fathers were baptized in the Clould, not 
dipt therein, for they were under the 
Cloud *, but were wet or ſprinkled there- * 2 Cor. 
with. So Nebuchadnezzar, was wet or '*: ©+ 
ſprinkled, or *Baen, as the Septuag. hath ir, 
baptized with the Dew of Heaven. Hence 
we read of diverſe waſhings or Baptiſms, as 
the word is. And what were thoſe but ſprink- 
lings? Sometimes Blood was ſprinkled -þ ; + Hebr. g. 
ſometimes Water was poured forth; No Per- '© 
{on was dipt or plunged in Blood ; yet thoſe 
ſprinklings were called Baptiſms. So ark 
7. 4. Except they waſh, the Original is, ex- 
cept they be baptized ; and the manner of 
their waſhings before Meat, was not by dip- 2 King 
ping but by pouring on of Water ||: We 5, 
read alſo of waſhing or baptizing Tables * * Mark 
and other things many times a Day, which 7: 4-/ the 
if done by dipping would make the labour ON R 
of the Jews intolerable, beſides many other Ligkefoe 
inconveniences, And *cis but reaſonable voi. a. ' 
that the outward Baptiſm ſhould have allnſi- P- 345- 
on toand an Analogy with the inward, We 
are ſaid to be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, 
but not-dipt into the Holy Ghoſt or his Gra- 
ces; but to be ſprinkled therewith, as with 
clean -f Water (in our Baptiſm) and to — +Ezcl:,56, 
the 25. 


(30) 
[1'F * T”iah the Holy Spirit poured on us *. And it 
M, 44-3- had been more properly tranſlated, baptized 
| in Water; if it had beendone only by dipping, 
rather than baptized with Water, 
Wl - Again, if we take a Survey of the ſeveral 
£4 Inſtances and Examples of Perſons baptized 
| in Scripture, we ſhall find that *cwas proba- 
bly done by ſprinkling, or pouring on of Wa- 
ter, rather than by dipping. St. Paul was 
baptized by Ananias when Sick and Weak, 
having faſted three Days and was not 
ſtrengthened till he received Meat, which was 
+ At. 9, afrer he was baptized +, and accord- 
| 18, 19. ing to all Circumſtances, it was done in his 
” Lodgings. $2 when the Goaler and thoſe 
| that belonged unto him were baptized, it 
i was at a time and place,that there could be no 
|; accommodation for Water and otherConveni- 
| ences for plunging and dipping,as the manner 
F of ſome is ; for ?tis not likely that the Apoſtle 
Fl ſhould carry the Goaler, and all his in the 
| 


- - — —=— 


"4 dead of the Night to a River or Pond to Bap- 
| tize them. *Tis ſaid, Ph:llip and the Eunuch 
| Att. $. went down into the Water, or to || the Wa- 
38. #5 v- ter, but *tis not ſaid after what manner he 
dog. was baptized, and a Man may go dowa into 
| the Water, and come up out of it too, and 
F not be covered all over withit; if he wet but 
his Feet or Ankles, or wad® but Knee deep, 

v4 he goes down into the Water, and ſo may 
[1 come up out of it, and our Lord and the Eu- 
{# nuch might do no more, and then have their 
IL Faces waſlied or ſprinkled only in Baptiſm 3 
and it St. Bernard may be believed, this way 
was Chrilt baptized, and as for the Eunuch, 

| * it well believe St. Jerome * and Sir Geo. 
vo REY Sandys, 


(31 ) 
Sandys *, he could not be dipped, becauſe the * De locis 
Fountain in which he was baptized, ( which Her. in 
retains the name of the e£thiopian Fountain |*-- 
to this Day) is immediately drunk up by the "Eon I, 
Earth out of which it Springs, and ſo not like- 2. p. 142. 
ly to be deep enough to dip the eAthiopian vid Fu. 
Treaſurer in it. Moreover who can ſay, that -” 4X5 
he ſtript himſelf, or that he was dipt in his ,, __ ; 
wearing Cloaths, much leſs that he had any Fons ad 
conveniency for ſhifting for ſuch a purpoſe; radices 
for the meeting we find was very accidental, Montis 
and the Eunuch preſently, as ſoon as the ſo- _—_ 
lemnity was over, went on his way, nor do jy qz 
we read that he made any ſtay, but went im- gignitur 
mediately down from his Chariot to the _ 
Water. «+ a . Fw 
Eſtius on A, 2. 41. judgeth it moſt rati- ;1,, at; 
onal to conceive, that the Apolties did Bap- referunt 
tize by waſhing or Sprinkling, for ſays he, Eunuchum 
- *is altogether incredible, that they dipt 3009 np rec 
in one Day, and 5000 at another time, and oe os. 
'tis moſt likely thar the 3000 were baptized in tizatum 
the ſame Place where they heard St. Peter's tviſſe. 
Sermon which converted them ; where *cis gang 
not likely that ſuch quantities of Water, as y=_ 
Bonavent. notes || could be found to ferve yg, j. ,. 
for the decent dipping of ſo many. Whereas co!. 454. 
to ſuppoſe, that after St. Peter had ended his Linwoud, 
Sermon,thoſe thouſands took a Progrels out of C - pe 
theCity in order to the celebration ct thatOr- oo aj 
dinance ; as if dipping and plunging the whole »e4 Mey, 
Body under Water, were fo eſſential to Bap- || In /. 4. 
tiſm, that it could not be rightly pertormed "xr 
without ir, don'c ſo well agree with Chris 2 * 7 
Commiſſion, For comparing Matt. 28. 19. 
with Mark 16. 15. the inſtruction or orGer 
Lat 
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* Can. 12, Carahz. giv- 
ing this for a Reaſon, non 


CRF: 
that is given, is to this purpoſe ; that 
preaching the Goſpel to all Nations, they 
ſhortd Diſciple and Baptize them ; not that 
they ſhould Preach in this or that Place, and 


then take them forth, that they may de- 
1cend to ſome River to Baptize them ; for to 


have the Ordinance of Baptiſm adminiſtred a- 
part from the meeting Place of the Allembly, 
for all other Duties, would look ſomewhat 
like the Popiſh Pilgrimage, or at leaſt like 
their going a Proceſſioning, eſpecially in 
ſome Countries and Places, where there 1s 
not a River in many Mnes compaſs. 

I may further add, the conſideration ' of 
the danger of plunging and dipping over 
Head and Ears. Our Saviour, who prefers 
Mercy before Sacrifice, will have the admini- 
{tration of the Ordinace, in ſuch a way as 1s 
moſt conſiſtent with his Peoples lives ; even 
of thoſe of the weakeſt Conſtitution ; which 
muſt in ſome Countries, eſpecially at ſome 
Seaſons of the Year, be in extream danger 
by dipping, 

And there is no diſpenſation in Scripture, 
for procaſtinating Baptiſm ; yea in ſome ſhort 
proceſs of time, we find the Church exprelly 
againſt ſome Mens taking liberty of putting 
off their Baptiſm, and giving publick Teſti- 
mony of her diſlike; infomuch that theClinicks, 
if any of them recovered, were adjudged 
unworthy to be admitted into 
any Office of the Miniſtry, not 


enim 'fdes illius volun- only by the Council of Neo- 
taria ſed ex neceſſitate ceſaria *, but by earlier Rules 
of more ancient Obſervation ; 


eſt. 
tp as 6. which were urged by Cornel:- 


us + againſt Novatus, and as Su- 
rius 


(33) 


rius remarketh *, the Ordination of ſuch Per- * Tom. t, 
ſons to the Prieſthood was prohibited by P38 223 


thoſe Ancients, not for that they thought — 


them not ſufficiently baptized, but becauſe o,4inaion 


they judged it unfit, that ever they ſhould ro be con- 
be Prieſts, who deferred ſo long before they fr2 Cano« 
would declare' themſelves to be Chriſtians, **** 
The truth is, notwithſtanding this Procaſtina- 
tion of Baptiſm in Novatus , and tho? too 
he had upon his recovery, neglected to have 
the Confirmation of the Biſhop (according to 
the cuſtom of the Church) which Cornelius | + In bi 
accounts as another juſt exception againſt 7,,., ;, 
him, yet Fabian ſinding ſome relaxation al- Fabian, 
lowable by Law upon ſome weighty Reaſons, apud Eu- 
did by his Mediation and importunity pre- So 
vail to have him ordained, giving aſſurance 43. vid. " 
that he would ordain no more ſuch ; which Nicepy. 
could in no wiſe be granted him, if Nowa-1.6. c, 34 
tus*s Baptiſm had been Null, and the man- Chemnit. 
ner of its Adminiſtration unlawful, which "il 
as Cornelius writes was by ſprinkling. An un- *'#* *+ 
anſwerable proof and inſtance, of admini- 
ſtring Baptiſm, by way of ſprinkling ſo early 
in the Church, as in the time of Nowatus, of 
whom the ſtory is, and who no doubt was 
not the firſt Man that was ſo baptized, ſee- 
ing *twas pleaded in Bar to admiſſion into 
Orders, as being againſt Law. 6 

Mr. Cradock a great Independant, in his 
Treatiſe of Goſpel liberty, ſays, that the pra- 
Aice of dipping is to be reltrained by the chief 
Magiſtrate, for the preſervation of the lives 
of his Subjets. And in the Senate of Zurick ' 
in Switzerland there was an AC made, that 
if an Anabaptiſt dipt any of their People, he 

D Was 


= ' 


——_ —_—_—_ 


__— _—— 
—_ Pm —— — 


—— OE TTY.” -—- _ — - _- _ 


np SD wg —occw, Cn x wx" 


—0©2> << - : - 


—— CT CCC 


” IIS ny Or nr muwgy wor ——ccgtrogy Gn ww rey Wen yy - one Py Pr IE — — WK N—— —_ 
" . . - - — > A - —- + ” - ” . 


Co 0-4 — 4 +4 
_— — ——— 2 —- ES 


— —_— — 


- ”. 
= — ——————  ————_ 
- 
» 


> * —- 
—— 


44 * OY ” 


_ - —— - — 
2 


T 
—— — — - OO — = - 
- 
- - S 
- 
- - 


PS 


EI 
W——_ 


(34) 
was to be puniſhed with drowning. St. Cyprian 
doth not only allow of pouring on of Water 
or ſprinkling in Baptiſm, but pleads for it 
in certain Caſes, and acquaints us, that *twas 
uſual in thoſe Days to Baptize ſick Perſons 
in their Beds, and proves that ſuch Perſons 
were rightly baptized, tho? only ſprinkled 
from Ex#k. 36. 25. and ſays, that ſprinkling, 

* See bis holds forth the Myſtery as well as dipping *. 

Diſcourſe Upon this cuſtom of the Clinicks, the learned 

—— Voſſius makes this remark, that thoſe that 

queſtion Were thus baptized were not plung'd or 
concerning dipt under Water, but only ſprinkled, 

it was pur But *tis urged from Fobn 3. 23. that John 

70 him by was baptizing in e101 near Salim, becauſe 

a. pr; there was much Water, a Reaſon given by 

76. K- " the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, why -he choſe that 

Magnum, Place for the Country tg come in, and be 

baptized, becauſe they might go many Miles 

in thoſe hot Countries, and not meet with 

a drop of Water, and it was a great Pri- 

viledge to thoſe Places that banked on 

Fordan, that they had much Water, but *tis 

no Argument to prove that Joby plunged 

all that he baptized, or dipt them over Head 

and Ears. Beſide the Original is not may vdvg, 

but we ver many Waters, viz, Streams 

or Rivulets ; and Hiſtory informs us, that 

they were ſo ſhallow as not to reach above 

the Ankles and ſo unapt for dip- 

+ Non intereſt quan- ping as their way is F. The 

to quiſque abluatur, Eunuch, as has it hath been well 
MR RR obſerved, doth not ſay here is a 
comedat. Chamier. ct River,here Is a Pool, here is Wa- 
de bapt. c, 1. p, 1404, ter enough for me to be dipt ins 

to; the quantity of the Water is 

not inſiited on z which fairly 
n- 


(35) 
intimates to us, that where there is Water; 
be it much or little, nothing hinders but one 
may be baptized therewith. I had need 
now to crave Pardon, for being ſo very 
Prolix on this Head, but I hope St: Auftirs * + aq wi: 
Apology in the like Caſe, may paſs for mine : 1ar. Epiſt; 
Tanto magis pro, Infantibus loqui debemus, 8g; 
quanto minus, pro ſe oqui poſſunt. 
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To a pretended 


ANSWER 


To the foregoing Diſcourſe, 


T will not be unneceſſary to premiſe, 
that this foregoing Diſcourſe in oppo- 

WE. ſition to the Anabaptiſts, contained at 
firſt only eleven Pages in cloſe writing, a 
Copy of which was tranſcribed and commu- 
nicated to a particular Friend ; who ſhortly 
after upon their confident Boalting, that they 
would get it anſwered, did by my Permiſſi- 
on, deliyer it into their Hands, from whom 
after almoſt a. Years time, and through fre- 
quent importunities 3 I received an Anſwer 
in Manuſcript, ſuch as it is, conſiſting of 27 
Pages. I think it needful alſo to premiſe, that 
I have ſomewhat inlarged my Diſcourſe, but 
not ſo as to cauſe the leaſt difference in my 
enſuing Reply, nor ſhall I make the leaſt ad- 
vantage upon any Improvement or Addition 
I have made, nor is there in truth any occa- 
ſion for it. For I do ſolemnly, and with all 
ſincerity proteſt, that I don't find I had need 
to have had any word, Syllable, or Letter ad- 
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ded, left out, or altered in my Papers, by 
reaſon of any thing in the pretended An- 
{wer. 

My Argument in ſhort is this : That as 
Circumciſion was . the initiating Sign and 
Token of the Covenant to the Jews : So isBap- 
tiſm to the Chriſtians,/and that the Command 
to keepthe Covenant in the Sign of it, what« 
ever the Sign be, was and is always Obligato- 
ry ; and that the practice from Age to Age 
anſwers It. x 
In the Proſecution whereof I obviated ma- 
ny Objections, now made uſe of by the An- 
ſwerer(which takes up above half of the afore- 
ſaid 11 Pages) whereto there is no manner 
of Reply, ſave only ſomewhat about the Sab- 
bath or Lord's Day,but not to the purpoſe, as 
will afterwards appear ; and at that rate too, 
that he dares not condemn the Sabbatarians. 
This with the Preface takes up 3 Pages of the 
Anſwer. Nevertheleſs that he may ſeem to 
ſay ſomewhat he turns Opponent. 

Firſt, He endeavours to prove, that the 
Covenant, whereof Circumciſion was the ſign, 
was not the Covenant of Grace, as having 
relation only to temporal Promiſes, taking 
a Branch for the whole; and reckoning that 
God made two diſtin&t Covenants with Abra+ 
bam. And this takes up 2 Pages more, 

Secondly, He labours to prove that Circum- 
ciſion can give no ground for Infant Baptiſm, 
nor bear a ſuitable Parallel with it ; uſing Ar- 
guments which have been anſwered over and 
over, and in a great Part obviated by me, 
tho? he takes no notice of it. This reacheth 
$0 his 10th Page, 


Then 


(39) 

Then he takes notice of my citing AZ, 2; 
39. running out into a large Ramble, which 
will not bear any Teſt ; and as introduQory 
thereto, he begins thus : You ſay the Pro- 
miſe in the ' 39. v. is ſpoken to thoſe in 
the 36. v. even the Houſe of 1fracl, who had 
crucified the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and their 
Children ; of which I had not ſaid a word. 
And adds, that by Children he doth not un- 
derſtand them as they are in a ſtate of Infan- 
cy. But how doth he illuſtrate it ? Why ve- 
ry profoundly and unanſwearably with five or 
ſix Arguments, which to give them their full 
force, amounts to this : That there were none 
ſuch then preſent, as he takes for granted ; 
neither could any of them be Children to 
whom St. Peter Preached, and ſaid, Repent 
and be baptized every one of you, - For were 
this true, would it follow as he would fillily 
infer ; that St. Petey neither did nor conld 
ſpeak of or concerning Children to them ? 
May it not then be as well argued, that the 
Promiſe did not belong to thoſe afar off, 
that ſhould hereafter be called ? Unleſs we 
underſtand thereby ſuch of them as were 
then preſent, and -had been St. Peter's Audi- 
tors ? Which would be a contradiction #n ter- 
minis, Now this, with ſome groſs imperti- 
nence and ſenſeleſs Stuff which immediately 
follows, comes home to the 14th Page of the 
Reply. So that there is above half of mine,md 
within a few Lines half of his paſt over, and 
hitherto it cannot be pretented there is any 
kind of Anſwer. | 
As to what follows, he ſays himſelf,Pag, 15. 
that what is written in my 8, g, 10, I! 
Pages, (and I don't remember there were 
D 4 any 
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any more in the Tranſcript-Copy they had) . 
concerning the Covenant and Infants right 
to Baptiſm, . he ſuppoſeth to be anſwered in 
what he had written aforegoing. He means, 
he had framed Arguments, which was not his 
Province. Moreover in theſe Pages he omits 
ſeveral Things, which muſt needs be reckon- 
ed very material, whereto he anſwers no- 
thing. Pl inſtance in ſome particulars. 

Firſt, That in ChriſPs Diale&,to belong to 
him, and to be his Diſciple : ls all one. | 
Secondly, That Infants are called Diſciples 

by the Holy Ghoſt. | 

Thirdly, That they are made ſo by God 
himſelf, vouchſafing graciouſly in their be- 
lieving Parents to accept them alſo- into 
his Covenant, and ſo into the ſtate of Diſci- 

les. 
, Fourthly, That the Apoſtle ſhews that 
intereſt in the Promiſe, is alone of it ſelf 
a SN ground for the application of Bap- 
-_ 

Fifthly, That the Suffrages and Authorities 
of the Primitive Fathers are on our ſide, 
which he overlooks as inſignificant, tho? they 
are only produced to ſhew what was their 
judgment in the Caſe,and the praQiice in their 
[ime. 

Sixthly, That ſprinkling or pouring on of 
Water, doth as well expreſs the Myſtery as 
dipping, and better alludes to the inward 
Baptiſm of the Spirit. 

And that *tis very improbable that the 3000 
baptized in one Day, and in all likelihood 
where they heard St. Peter's Sermon, were 


dipped. 
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Again he neither denies, nor vindicates 
their concurrence with the Papiſts, tho? I 
had repreſented it in ſo many Inſtances; and 
whereas I ſaid expreſly, that the Fathers in 
avouching Infant-Baptiſm to be an Apoſtoli- 
cal Tradition, did not underſtand the word 
Tradition in the mage ſenſe, to ſupply the 
a defekt of the Scripture. Yet he 
- poſitively affirmsit is to be believed to do ſo, 

and fo he runs on for above 2 Pages, prov- 
ing the Perfeftion of the Scripture, that is 
fighting with his own Shadow, for who de- 
nied it ? 
| Once more I ſaid, we don't read in the 
New Teſtament of laying on of Hands on any 
unbaptized Perſon, except in order to a bo» 
dily Cure, But the Anſwerer, paſſeth by the 
exception, and then doubtleſs he confuted 
his Adverſary, ſpeaking ſo home to the mat- 
ter. What hath been hitherto obſerved, 
chiefly refers to the Method and Compoſure 
of the Anſwer, and diſcovers in it ſo much 
of weakneſs and inſufficiency, that no judi- 
cious Perſon can well allow it that denomina- 
tion. But taking liberty further to_diſplay 
its imbecility, I ſhall offer ſomewhat by way 
of Reply, to the matter and contents of the 
pretended Anſwer, that (if poſſible) I may 
provoke him or ſome one for him to make 
a Rejoynder, that the point in Controverlie 
" may be thorowly fifted, and the truth clear- 
ed,for left to the World to judge how unable 
that Party is to maintain their way, or make 
any tolerable defence. - 

He ſaith, Page the firſt, that he cannot un- 
'derſtand that the weight of the Arguments 
for Infant-ſprinkling, but rather thinks _ 

tne 
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the want of weight in them, is the Cauſe an 
Anſwer hath been ſo long negleQed. It ſeems 
he is unfit to anſwer Arguments tho* they 
want weight, and others perhaps may think 
it was very meet and fit he ſhould have let 
them alone, rather than prejudice his Cauſe 
by an unfit Anſwer, and ſhould not have put 
himſelf upon this Tryal of his Skill, unleſs he 
could have managed it better. But firſt an 


Anſwer as he ſaith is expeQed, that is ſome- 


thing muſt be done towards the giving an 
Anſwer,for the amufing the expeCting People, 
who otherwiſe ('tis likely) would have been 
more apt to have miſtruſted the weakneſs of 
their Cauſe. Secondly, *Tis preſumed that af- 
ter the peruſal of my Diſcourſe, by ſome of 
the more learned and wiſer Heads, *twas 
thought more eligible to leave it to one that 
is unfit for it, to give an Anſwer ; that the 
defe&t thereof may not refle& on any of the 
Grandees,or rather *tis ſuſpe&ed that ſomeChief 
undertook it, but under the mask of one un- 
fir, that the lameneſs of the Anſwer, (of 
which the Preface ſeems conſcious) may by 
thoſe that peruſe it, be imputed to the . Au- 
thor; and the ſtrength thereof, which their 
own Party will ſuppoſe, may be aſcribed to 
the preſumed goodneſs of the Cauſe they have 
eſpouſed, however tho? he be unfit he will 
make an Eſſay. Yea he will (which is more) 
give an Anſwer to ſuch things as he thinks 
may have any thing in them that calls for 
an Anſwer, 

Now he who will diſcharge the Office of a 
Reſpondent, ought fairly to repeat his Ad- 
verſaries Words, and then to apply his An- 
ſwer, either by denying or —— or 
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both ; but how this hath been obſerved by 
the Anſwerer, you will ſee in the firſt Para- 
graph, 

- The firſt thing, ſaith he, that I take notice 
of is in Page 1.where you endeavour to prove 
that Infant-Baptiſm came in the room of 
Circumciſion, although no poſitive Preſcript 
for it, bringing the change of the Sabbath- 
Day from the ſeventh to the firſt, without 
preſcript. 

' Reply, Theſe are ſo far from being my 
words, that they contain not the ſenſe of 
them. For (1.) neither I, nor I think any 
Body elſe ever indeavoured to prove, either 
that Baptiſm came in the room of Circumci- 
ſion, without a poſitive preſcript, or that [n- 
fant-Baptiſm came in the room of Circumci- 
ſion, but that Baptiſm did, which none can 
juſtly deny. St. Paul, Coloſl. 2. 1 2. affirms as 
mach, viz, That Baptiſm in the New Tec- 
ſtament ſucceeded Circumciſion, the initiating 
Sacrament of the Old Teſtament, and that as 
plainly, as in x Cor. 5. 7, $. he hath affirmed 
the Lords Supper to come in the room of the 
Paſſover ; for the Apoſtle having told his 
Coloſſuans,that they had the Circumciſion made 
without Hands,the Circumciſion of the Heart; 
he further ſignifies by way of implication, that 
they had as good as the outward Circumcition 
too, by being baptized, or he could have no 
occaſion to add, [being buried with bim in 
Baptiſm” and his Argument had heen nothing 
at all, a mere nou ſequitur, unleſs he gives 
them to anderſtand thereby, that Baptiſm 
ſucceeded and came in place of Circumciſion. 
To evidence this to be the genuine ſenſe and 


intention of the Apoſtle ; know that _— 
ere 
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here diſſwading the believing Chriſtians from 
the Rudiments of the World and Jewiſh Ce- 
remonies, particularly from Circumciſion, 
upon this very ground, that they were com- 
pleat in Chriſt ; but leſt the Jewiſh Teachers 
ſhould ſuggeſt, that the receiving the inward 
Grace of Circumciſion, doth not make them 
ſo compleat as the Jews were, becanſe they 
had alſo an outward viſible ſign. As Abrabam, 
for inſtance, had the inward Grace, and yet 
he received the outward Sign ; and conſe- 
quently, tho Chriſtians be made partakers of 
this great Benefit by Chriſt, yet they may 
ſtand in need of an outward Seal, to aſſure 
them of their partaking herein z he would 
have them know that neither is this Priviledge 
wanting to Chriſtians, who have as excel- 
lent and expreſs a Sacrament of it ; and that 
Chriſt hath not left his People under the New 
Teſtament deſtitute of ſuch an outward Sign 
and Seal ; for however Circumciſion be taken 
away, yet there is another Sacrament ſubſti- 
tuted and appointed, a more excellent and 
lively one than ever Circumciſion was, a Sa- 
crament reſembling it, and anſwering to jt 
[buried with bim in Baptiſm; wherein, &c.] 
that is ſacramentally ſignifying and ſealing 
up both our mortificationg and oyr vivifica- 
tion. But if they had elpouſed Antipedo- 
Baptiſm, they might have urged their diſfſa- 
tisfaction, and have again Replyed, that tho* 
they needed not to be circumciſed them- 
ſelves, ſeeing Baptiſm is ſo happily come in 
the room of it, yet they would ſtill Circum- 
ciſe their Children, becauſe according to their 
Doctrine, Baptiſm is not to he applyed to 
them, 

In 


(45) 

In the ſecond Place, the Words have no 
poſitive Preſcript for it, and without a Pre- 
ſcript, do ſhew either that he did not under- 
ſtand my Argument, (tho? eaſie to be under- 
ſtood) or elſe that he wilfully altered and 
perverted my ſenſe, that he might ſerve ſome 
other Deſign, than the finding out the Truth, 
His own Conſcience muſt tell him, he hath 
fathered on me what I ſaid not. This Addi- 
tion of his, without Preſcript, inſinuates as if [ 
had there argued, that the want of a Precept 
for the change from Circumciſion to Baptiſm, 
is no more a reaſon to deny Baptiſm to In- 
fants, than the want of a Precept for the 
change from the ſeventh Day to the firſt, is 
a reaſon for the rejeting of the Lord's Day. 
That the Anſwerer did thus intend to repre- 
ſent me, ſeems plain z becauſe after he -had 
ſhewed Reaſons for the firſt Day, he con- 
cludes, ſo we have a plain Precedent, tho” 
not poſitive Preſcript for the firſt Day, but 
you want not. only Precept but Precedent for 
Infant Baptiſm. [Page 3.] Now the obvious 
meaning of my Diſcourſe there, is, that the 
general Command of keeping God's Cove- 
nant in its Sign, as alſo the general Command 
of obſerving the Day of the Sabbath, one 
Day in ſeven is obligatory to Chriſtians, as 
well as it was to Abrabam and his Seed. .The 
conſideration what is the particular Sign, or 


4 whether it be altered from what was firſt 


ſpecified ; or whether with or without a Pre- 
ſcript, being not there any part of the Argu- 
ment; its main ſtrength depending on the 
general and primary Part of the. Precepts ; 
the ſubſtance therefore of what I ſaid is, that 
the general and primary Command to Abra- 
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(46 ) 
ham, (thou and thy ſeed ſhall keep my Covenant 
in the fagn of it) is of perpetual Obligation; 
as in the fourth Commandment, the gene- 
ral and primary Command for ſanQi- 
fying the Sabbath, or keeping Holy. one Day 
in ſeven, obligeth now as well as then ; and 
that if Chriſtians be diſcharged from obſer- 
ving Circumciſion as the Sign, and the laſt of 
ſeven, which was appointed to be the Sabbath 
at firſt, (which are ſecondary poſitive Com- 
mands,) yet they are bound to obſerve a ſe- 
venth Day, and to keep God's Covenant in 
its Sign, (theſe things being of Primary obli- 
gation.) And now what Is {aid to all this ? 
Why truly as to the general Command to 
Abrabam above mentioned, he paſleth it over 
at leaſt for the preſent, and ſays nothing abour 
it, but as to the Sabbath, doth he deny that 
the general Commaud of keeping one Day in 
ſeven Holy continues obligatory. ? Not at all ; 
which he ſhould have done, if he would have 
oppoſed the force of my Argument. What 
doth he then do ? Why he gravely ſays, 
(x.,) He knows no poſitive Command for the 
change of the ſeventh Day to the firft. (z.)He 
knows one Day of ſeven was commanded. 
(3.) He gives ſome account what we have to 
ſay for the change of the ſeventh Day to the 
firſt. LZaſtly, That he dares not blame the 
Sabbatarians, By all this he confirms my Ar- 


gument; and that too more than it re- F 


quired. And yet he hath ſo mannaged the 
matter, blind-folding his ignorant follow- 
ers, that thoſe who heard only : his Papers 
when they were read apart in their Congre- 
gation, doubtleſs thought that he anſwered 
what may be reaſonably thought to call for 
an Anſwer. - He 
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He proceeds, (Page g.) to obſerve con- 
cerning the Covenant, which he ſaith, 1 have 
written ſeveral Pages about, ſuppoſing that 
as Abrahams natural Seed were in Covenant, 
and had right to Circumciſion, ſo the Seed of 
Believers are in Covenant, and ought to be 
baptized. | 

Reply, The word Natural is not in theText ; 
neither was it put in by me: ?®Tis rather 
their way to add to the Word, the better to 
gloſs over their Error, Provided nevertheleſs, 
it be not underſtood qua tale, as natural, I 
do admit it, and own the whole; it being 
that which I have fully demonſtrated, Bur 


ſo it is to be accounted for my Concluſon, 


rather than for my Hypotheſis. However 
it be, he makes two exceptions againſt it; 
tho? it be very illogical to nibble as it were 
at the Concluſion, whilſt he tacitly grants the 
premiſes. But it muſt be conſidered, that he 
hath ingeniouſly acknowledged how unmeet 
and unfit he is to be a Reſpondent; and he 
doth but go on to prove it, 

The firſt Exception that he makes is : That 
the Covenant in the 17 of Gen. is not a Co- 
venant of Grace - This indeed would over- 
throw the very foundation of my Diſcourſe, 
could it be proved, and duly applied. Nei- 
of which, tho? he As here the Part of an 

m_—_ done by the pretended Anſwerer; 
' whereof he is ſo Conſcious, that he dares not 
depend upon it, fearing he ſhould be driven 
to his Shifts, ſhould we put the matter in 
Controverſie to this iſſue. And therefore 
that he may have a Loop-hole to eſcape, he 
faith (Page 8.) neither indeed were it that 

Covenant, meaning the Covenant of —_ 
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(43) 
would it as to that help you : And he is not 
without a pretended Reaſon, to help himſelf 
in it ; becauſe forſooth Grace doth not go, 
ſays he, in Generation from Parent to Child. 
Wiſely argued ! *tis as*much as to ſay, ſpeak- 
ing to the Point, God is not a God to Abra- 
bam and his Seed too, his Promiſe in that re- 
ſpe&t went beyond his Performance, Grace 
cannot go by Covenant from Parent to Child. 
And who are thoſe that found deſcent of 
Grace in natural Generation, or ſay that Be- 
lievers Children are in this gracious ſtate, be- 
cauſe they are believers Children, that is by 
vertue of natural Generation, We only ſay, 
"tis by vertue of the Covenant, the Promiſe 
that is made ro the faithful and , their Seed ; 
whereupon are grounded ſuch gracious Privi- 
ledges and Perogatives deſcending from Pa- 
rent to Child. So that the Root being Holy, 
the Branches are io too *, yea if but one of 
the Parents be a Believer Þ, the Children are 
in a Holy Separate-State z not common and 
unclean with the reſt of the World ; but in 
ſuch a State at leaſt, as puts them into a more 
advantagious and fairer Proſpe&t of Heaven, 
and gredter probability of obtaining ſaving 
Grace, than if they had been out of the Co- 
venant, that Holy State, ſo as the Promiſe 
did not reach them. Hence Chriſt ſpeaking 
of the- Jews ColkQively, calls them the Chil- 
dren of the Kingdom ||, the Apoſtle the Chil- 
dren of the Covenant *, the Margin fefer- 
ring it to that of Gen, 12. 3. which himſelf 
faith, ( Page 5.) reſpets the Covenant of 

Grace, 
But to Reply to his Exception, as he goes 
on to demonſtrate it here, as his manner - 
+ 6 


(.49 ) 
he Ads the Opponent rather than the Reſpon- 
dent, and therefore thinks himſelf not con- 
cern'd to meddle with the Arguments pros 
duced by me, tho? he pretended otherwiſe 
in his Preface, and ſeemed to Promiſe to give 
Anſwer to ſuch things as call for an Anſwer, 
but ſince *cis not his mind, Iam content” to 
anſwer his Allegations; and moreover do 
purpoſe to take occaſion from thence, further 
to demonſtrate the Identity of the Abraha- 
mical and Evangelical Covenant, that the C9- 
venant, Gen. x7. is a Covenant of Grace ; 
the more firmly to eſtabliſh the Scripture 
Foundation touching God's Covenant with 
Abrabam, on which, as himſelf ſays truly, 
( Page 3. ) I found the ſtreſs of my Dil- 

courſe, 

He ſays, (Page 4.) that he looks upon this 
Covenant, in the 1;th of Gen, not to be the 
Covenant of Grace, but a Covenant God made 
with Abrabam, refpe&ting ſome temporal 
Bleſſings that God was pleaſed to beſtow up- 
on him, and his natural Seed, and the ſame 
with, Deut. 29. 1, and onward to the gth 
but adds, that he underſtands the Covenant 
in Gen, 12. 3. and 18. 18. to have a reſpect 
to the Covenant of Grace, Now ſuppoſe 
the Land of Canaan be the main matter Pro- 
miſed to Abraham in the ſaid Covenant, it 
may not follow, that *tis only a temporal 
Bleſſing ; becauſe under temporal Promiſes, 
Spiritual Bleſſings were veild and conligned, 
by a temporal Poſſeſſion of the promiſedLand, 
an eternal Inhericance in the heaven:y Cpnaan, 
was aſſured to them. Beſides you take a part 
for the whole, that which is but an AdjunQ, 


or an appendix, for an entire Covenant; ” 
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if God made two diſtin& Covenants with 


Abrabam, when as there is not the leaſt hint 


for it in the whole Bible, which ſpeaks only of 
one Covenant made with that Holy Petriarch, 
even that which Circumciſion did conſign, 
which was a Spiritual Covenant under a Veil, 
but now ?tis one and the ſame without a Vell, 
as Dottor Taylor, who 1s ſo often quoted by 
them, expreſſeth it *, and ſo could not re- 


*Diſcowſe ſpe&t only, as the Anſwerer ſaith, God's 
of Bapti/m. bleſſing him with a numerous Iſſve, and them 


P* 37» 


with the Land of Canaan ; there being in that 
no ſenſible Bleſſing to: Abrabam, ſecing nei- 
ther he nor his Poſterity enjoyed the Promiſe 
as a mere earthly Bleſſing for near 500 Years 
after, doubtleſs therefore this muſt be made 
good to him, as before premiſed, or there 
was a Bleſſing for him, which was concealed 
under the leaves of a temporal Promiſe, Be- 
ſides there were others than Abrabam's Seed, 
and 1/mael who were to be circumciſed F, 


+ Gen,17, to whom the Land of Canaan did not be- 


In, I2, 


long. 

The Myſteriouſneſs of this Tranſaction, we 
are further inſtructed in by St. Paul, Heb.1 x. 
13. They all dyed in the faith, having not re- 
ceived the Promiſes, as he obſerves, viz, of 
a Temporal Poſleſſion in Canaan. They ſaw 
the Promiſes, that is the Spiritual Part, afar 
oft : they embraced them,and looked through 
the Cloud and temporal Veil, and deſired a 
better Country, that is an heavenly ; or the 
ſame in an heavenly State. This was the Ob- 
ject of their detires, and the ſecret of their 
Promiſe : And therefore Circumciſion was a 


Seal of the Righteouſneſs of the Faith, which 
he 
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(51) 
he had before *, and ſo muſt telate princi- * Rom. 4. * 
pally to an Effect and Bleſſing greater than '' | 
the generality of the Jews apprehended, or j 
was expreſt in the ſurface of the Temporal 
Promiſe, Wherefore when God promiſed | 
pardon and forgivneſs of Sins, he promiſed to { 
remember this Covenant Þ, what ſtay could + Levit, ' 
it be to Moſes's Faith, when God appeared 26. 42. 
to him in the Buſh, in ſaying I am the God 
of thy Fathers of Abrabam, &c.||, if it only con- || x94. 3. | 
cern'd temporals. Agnoſcatur, ſays Chamier * 7: Lib. «: | 
let it be granted that the Promiſe of the q. yape. 
Land of Canaan, together with the Multipli- 
cation of Abrabam's Poſterity is annexed to 
this Covenant, yet ſays he, this is not the Co- 
venant but an appendage to it, as to Godli- 
neſs the promiſes of this Lite are annexed, 
Earthly things were indeed under that diſpen- 
ſation promiſed more fully and diſtinaly; 

i ſuitable to the Jewiſh Pedagogical Eſtate, to 

+ allure them to the ſervice of God ; and hea- | 
venly things more generally aud ſparingly:On | 
the contrary, ſpiritual Bleſſings are more fully vil: 
and clearly, and earthly Things more gene- FU Th 
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rally and ſparingly held forth, and promiſed 
to us under the Goſpel Adminiſtration : And 
the Land of Canaan was more particularly in- 
ſiſted on in the firſt Diſpenſation ; being de- 
ſign'd for the Type of Heaven, and an ex- 
planarion of the Primary grand Promiſe ro $\ 
be their God : Denoting, that he would as ( iþ* 
certainly bring them to the Celeſtial Canaan, ) 
and to the ſpiritual and glorious Reſt there ; | 
| as to thiat temporal and corporeal Reſt from \ 
their ſervitude and captivity in Egypt. Hence nk 
it was that Jacob gave ſuch a ſolemn Charge 
to Joſeph, and Joſeph to his Brethren, the 
% ons 
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(52) 
one to Bury his dead Body in Canaan, the of 
ther for the Tranſportation of his Bones thi- 
ther, which they would never have done for 
an earthly Inheritance, but to nouriſh in the 
Hearts of their Poſterity Faith and Deſire of 
reſt in Heaven, in the Communion of Saints, 
whereof Canaan's reſt was a Type, - into 
which, not Moſes the Law-giver, but Joſhua 
or Jeſus the T'ype of Chriſt was to bring 
them. So that the whole Tenour of the 
Abrabamical Covenant, ſpeaks it a Covenant of 
Grace; and theApoſtle giving us the ſibſtance 
of it in the Goſpel, doth it in theſe Words *, 
I will be to them a God, and they ſhall be my 
People, 

But ſuch is this Man's Confidence, that he 
prays me to take notice, whether there be any 
thing elſe in the 17th of Gen, but temporal 
Bleſſings. But what ſaith he to v. 4. as the A- 
poſtle applies it, Rom. 4. 27. whereto "cis 
referred in the Margin ? Or to v. 7. denoting 
the quality of the Covenant, that "tis not tem- 
porary bnt everlaſting, reſpeQing ſpiritual 
good Things ? Or to the following Words : 
To be a God to thee and thy ſeed after thee ? 
Bellarmine indeed ſays, that God when he 
enjoyned Circumciſion to Abraham, did Pro- 
mitſe only earthly Things, 7. e. the Propaga- 
tion of his Poſtzrity and the Land of Paleſtine, 
as this Anſwerer doth; and again, I will be 
a God to thee and thy ſeed, holds forth, ſays 
Bellarmine, only a Promiſe of a peculiar pro- 
tection, But Ameſzus well obſerves, in his 
Anſwer to him, that our Saviour pathered 
from thence a Reſurrection to Bliſs ; or his 
Argument againſt the Sadducees F had not 


been Concluſ:ve. 
In 
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; (53) 
In ſhort this Covenant is ſo much the Co- 
venant of Grace, that it contains in it the 
great Myſtery of Man's Redemption, as is 
plain from the Comment of Zachary upon 
it * the belief whereof was the juſtification , ,,,. 
of Abrabam F, wherefore *tis expreſly ſaid, ,,, roy 
that when God enatted this Covenant with + Gen, 15 


Abrabam, he preached the Goſpel unto him || z5 - Rom, 


that i Is, he made a Covenant with him, con- j Gal 

cerning Chriſt and Salvation by kim ; and he g,*** 3* 

faith further, that it was preached to the Jews 

aSit isto us * ® Heb. 4. 
Thus we ſee, what that Covenant with ** 

Abrabam was, that "tis ſubſtantially the ſame 

that we are now under, or by what means 

elſe did any of the Jews before Chriſt came, 

obtain Grace or Glory ? It. was before 

Chriſt's coming into the Fleſh cloathed with 

many Shadows of now aboliſhed Ceremonies, 

Types and Sacrifices, in its Adminiſtration, 

having upon Mount "Sinai the Covenant of 

works adjoyned to it, or the firſt Covenant ; 

ſo termed, for that in the ſubſtance thereof 

it re reſented the firſt Covenant. So that by 

Reaſon of theſe adjunRts, *cis ſometimes Ci- 

ſtinguiſhed from its very ſelf, as it was ad- 

miniſtred by Chriſt after his Incarnation, 

But if not the ſame, how are the Gentiles 

ſaid to be grafted in amongſt them +, as þ mw 

Grotius hath it, or according to Beza and P!iſ=,, ,._ 

cator, pro ipſis is inſtead of them, or in their 

Place or how doth the ſame Olive-Tree 

continue ſtill ? It remains then, that there are 

not two Coyenants of Grace, differing in ſubs 

ſtance, but one and the ſame under various 


. Adminiſtrations, " 
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(54) 


# Theſ. 79. Camero * makes three Covenants, one of 


Nature, one of Grace, and one ſubſervient 
to that of Grace. But ub unum propter aliud, 
itbi unum tantum : Bur leſt I be thought too 
general in my Procedure, I ſhall further de- 
monſtratethat God's Covenant with Abrabam, 
conſiſts of thoſe very ſubſtantial Parts which 
are aſſigned to the Evangelical, as *tis in this 
17th of Gen, and elſewhere more fully ex- 
preſſed by Moſes, interpreted by the Pros 
phets, and applyed by the Apoſtles, 

In Gen. 17.1. he tells Abraham what a 
God he will be unto him, viz. A God all-ſufh- 
cient, Which Promiſe you have Gen. 15. 1, 
divided into two Parts ; and in other Places 
among the Prophets, into theſe Three ; 
firſt, All-ſufficient to pardon the Penitent ; 
ſecondly, To give his Holy Spirit; thirdly, 
To give eternal Life. In each of theſe re- 
ſpects, was God lookt vpon as all-ſufficient in 
the Old Teſtament, in 1ſatah 55. 7. God ſays, 
I will forgive and multiply my pardons. Hence 
the Jews are exhorted to repent Þ, for that 
the Promiſe of the Pardon of Sins by the 
Blood of Chriſt belongs to them, and he pro- 
miſeth further to put his Spirit within them 3; 


! Ezck. 36 and to cauſe. them to walk in his Statutes ||, 


} Rev, Is 


4 
9 


and as tis in Deut.* to Circumciſe the Hearr. 
So Zachary, ſpeaking of God's Covenant, and 


| his Oath to Abrabam -+, makes mention of 


this two-fold Mercy, which accrues to us by 
vertue thereof, viz. Firſt, Deliverance from 
the Power of our Enemies, Sin and Satan. 
Secondly, Grace and Strength to ſerve him, 
that he would grant, or as the Word is ren- 
dered || give Power, to wit his Grace and 
Holy Spirit, for the amending of our Lives. 
See 


(55) 
See alſo Pfal. 103. 23. and Eſa. 44+ 3 And 
that theſe Places ele to God's Covenant 
with- Abraham, is yet more evident from Gal. 
3. 16, where the Promiſe of the Spirit is 
called the bleſſing of Abraham. And tho? the 
Promiſe of eternal Life is not any where in 
the Old Teſtament plainly expreſſed, yet it 


was concealed under the leaves 4 


temporal Promiſe, wherein all the Prophets 
do unanimouſly declare, there was an ex» 
cellency of Bleſſing, far exceeding what Be- 
lievers outwardly enjoyed in their Peace, Pro» 
ſperity, Kingdom and Temple-W orſhip 
which could be no other than the ſpiritual 
and eternal Deliverance of their Perſons from 
Sin and its curſe, with the enjoyment of the 
Fayour of God here, and eternal Life in the 
World to come, as *tis obſerved by St. Paul 
In the eleventh Chapter to the Hebrews, In 
like manner the Condition on Abrabam's Part, 
is the ſame that is required of us Chriſtians, 
ze, to obſerve the Evangelical Precepts ; to 
believe and obey that Goſpel which was 
preached to him ; as much as to ſay Faith and 
Obedience. Not that Righteouſneſs which is 
of the Law, exa& legal Obedience, but that 
which is of Faith, that which is truly Evan» 
pelical ; as is evident by comparing Deut. 3.1 1. 
with Rom. 10. 6. and of the ſame nature with 
that of a Chriſtian. How otherwiſe could A- 
' brabam be the Father of them that believe, 
and his Faith the pattern of Faith to others, 
and we be admontſhed to walk in the ſteps 
of his Faith, and todo his works ? 
_ Neither do the Prefcript Rules, given tq 
the one-or the other, make any "alteration 
Fherein, ſo long as they are all of the ſame 
E 4 Naturg 
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Natvre and Kind. Now that they are fo, ap- 
pears from the fore-quoted Places; where ?tis 
ſaid, that the Commandment is ot bid, in 
the Hebrew and Septuagint not to beavy : ; but 
as Chriſt's Yoak and Byrthen light and eaſe. 
Neither is it in Heaven or beyond the Seas, 
it will coſt no great Pains to come to the 
knowing and practiſing of ir, very agreeable 
and conſentancous to every one's Nature, ve- 
ry nizh and in the Heart, very ealie to Learn 
and Practiſe ; ; and what "this i is, is punQually 

*Rom.10. ſet down *, to be confeſſmg of Chriſt, and a 

3 Cordial belief of his ReſurreQion, ſhewn 

forth in the Practiſe of thoſe Rules that he 
hath left us, and God had before Preſcri- 
bed. 

And for that Commandment which Chriſt 
calls New, *rwas from the beginning, but be- 
ing buryed as it were in a Law of Ceremo- 
nies, it ſeemed wholly laid aſide and ngg- 
Iccted, infomuch that few attained to ſo right 
a meaning of the Commandment, as that 

2, Scribe Þ, , who our Saviour faith, was not 

far from the Kingdom of Heaven. 

But ſuppoſe the Divine Precepts are found 
to vary in number and perſpicuity, or the 
like, in reſpe&t of Abraham and us, yet that 
puts no diſtinction betwixt his Faith and O- 
bedience and ours ; for ſo the Faith and Q- 
bedience of one Chriſtian would not be the 
ſame with that of another, when in different 
Circumſtances. We conclude therefore, 
that Abraham's Faith and fo his Obedience. is 
of the ſame Nature with — According- 
ly runs; the Precept, Gen. x7. 1. Walk before 
ne and 'be thou perfed, that, is vorichs or /1tt- 
cere as the Margin ſhews ; which implies that 

tho? 
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tho? he ſhould be ſabje& to infirmities, yet 
ſo long as he hath a ſingle upright Heart, there 
is no more required than ſuch an Evangelical 
Obedience, the Righteouſneſs of Faith. Hence 
the Apoſtle diſcourſing of juſtification by 


Faith *, inſtanceth in Abrabam, and argues , G 
that we are juſtified on the ſame Terms with ,, 5. "RN 


him; and that neither Jews nor Chriſtians 
are otherwiſe juſtified than he was, who 
was juſtified or accounted Righteous, not on- 
ly for that. particular A@ of Faith by which 
he believed that he ſhonld have a Son which 


ſhould be his immediate Heir -þ, but that ha- + Gazi 
bit, that Grace of Faith, (that is chiefly and g *"m0" 


primarily) whereby he was able to believe 
that Promiſe with the ſame Faith he believed 
the Promiſe of the Meſſiah, that a certain 
Seed ſhould be given to him, Iz whom all the 
Nations of the Earth ſhall be bleſſed. And *cis 
the ſame Faith to believe that God would 
tend ſuch a Meſhab before the Law, as that 
he hath exhibited and ſent him fince; and 
conſequently what is now required of us, as 
the Condition of the Covenant on our part 
is the ſame, and no more in effett than whar 
was required by God of Abraham, as the Con- 
dition on his Part, Foraſmuch then as hath 
been ſhewn, that God's Covenant with Abra- 
bam hath the ſame mercies on God's Part 
made over to Man ; and the ſame Conditions, 
on Man's Part required-of God with thoſe of 
the New Covenant, the Abrabamical Cove- 
nant cannot be denied to be the Covenant of 
Grace, and ſo my Foundation, ſtands ſure and 
unſhaken, and beyond all doubt will fo re- 
main, notwithſtanding the utmoſt efforts of 
ſuch Aſlailants. = 
Is 
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|} His other exception toucheth Circumciſi- 
a on : Which, he ſays, to repeat his-very 
ft words, can give no grounds for Infant Bap- 
n tiſm, nor bear ſuitable Parallel with it. And 
i thereupon he gives ſeveral Inſtances wherein 
they differ. But what would he infer hence ? 
vt That the one ſucceeds not the other. And fo 
4 there can be no Argumentum 4 pari. That 
i therefore Infants ſhould be baptized ; becauſe 
ſuch were circumciſed. I anſwer, the Lord's 

Supper ſucceeded the Paſſover ; and yet they 

differ in many Pun&tilio's and Circumſtances: 

It ſufficeth to make the Parallel ſuitable, that 
Baptiſm is a Sacrament of initiation into the 
Covenant of Grace,and the Seal of theRighte- 

ouſneſs of Faith under the Goſpel,as Circum- 

Gen.17. fiſton was before under the Law, and doth as 
wy Att.7. properly and effeQtually confirm and eſtabliſh 
if _ —_— the Covenant betwixt God and us now, as 
1 r24 with Circumciſion did then 3 Baptiſm being the 
: Cor. 12, only ordinary way of adding to the Church 
13- 1Pet. in the time of the Goſpel, on which ſcore 
5 + was inſtituted, And ?tis as requiſite that we 
ſhould in ſome ſuch manner ſeal to the Co- 

venant now as Abraham before, we being 

as much unable to give an anſwerable aſſurance 

to Almighty God for our ſelves and Children, 

irs as ever Abrabam was for himſelf and Poſte- 
t" rity ; or if you will, may it not be thought 
| as highly neceſſary that we ſhould be by ſome 
Rite matriculated members of the Chriſtian, 
as they were ſolemnly initiated into the Jew- 
iſh Church ? Now what other way is preſcri- 
bed to us of Matriculation, than Baptiſm ; the 
only moſt proper Rite for this purpoſe, as it 
| hath been in all Ages accounted ; inſomuch 
p that all the ſeveral Baptiſms- that were bez 
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fore Chriſt, were all meant for initiating 
forms. So the Jews had a Cuſtom long be- 
fore the coming of Chriſt, to make proſelytes 
or converts to their Religion, not only by 
Circumciſion but by baptizing, or waſhing 
them with Water. The ſame was the meaning 
of Johns Baptiſm to make Men Diſciples un- 
der his Adminiſtration, And the ſame was the 
meaning of Chriſt's Baptiſm, to initiate Men 
into the Chriſtian Religion, and make them 
Diſciples of Chriſt. Hence baptizing and 
' making Diſciples, means the ſame thing, 
John 4.1. John made and baptized more Di- 
ſciples, that is baptized them Diſciples, which 
was the form of making them ſach. All the 
inſtances of Baptiſm in the New Teſtament 
were uſed as initiating Forms; and to no 
other Purpoſe, being therefore never repeat- 
ed;no more than: men were twice circumciſed 
or admitted into the Church before Chriſt, 
Nor do we find ſince the coming in of the 
Goſpel, any other Rite or Ceremony of initi- 
ation permitted, much leſs enjoyn'd. Sure | 
am, there was at firſt no framing of diſtin&t 
Covenants for each Congregation, according 
to the fancy and humour of the reſpeQive 
Teacher, a mode which ſome of onr late up- 
ſtart Sets have boldly introduced without 
any Divine Authority, or Foundation in the 
Word of God, And as there is no mention in 
the Goſpel of any Covenant, but one, of 
Grace, ſo neither of any other Sign or To- 
ken thereof, or any other form of entering 
into the ſaid Covenant, than Baptiſm ; bur 
as Circumciſion was heretofore, ſo Baptiſm is 
now the initiating Rite, 


But 
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His other exception toucheth Circumciſi- 
on ; Which, he ſays, to repeat his -very 
words, can give no grounds for Infant Bap- 
tiſm, nor bear ſuitable Parallel with it, And 
thereupon he gives ſeveral Inſtances wherein 
they differ. But what would he infer hence ? 
That the one ſucceeds not the other. And ſo 
there can be no Argumentum 4 pari. That 
therefore Infants ſhould be baptized ; becauſe 
ſuch were circumciſed. I anſwer, the Lord's 
Supper ſucceeded the Paſſover ; and yet they 
differ in many PunQtilio*'s and Circumſtances: 
It ſufficeth to make the Parallel ſuitable, that 
Baptiſm is a Sacrament of initiation into the 
Covenant of Grace,and the Seal of theRighte- 
ouſneſs of Faith under the Goſpel,as Circum- 
ciſion was before under the Law, and doth as 
properly and effeQtually confirm and eſtabliſh 
the Covenant betwixt God and us now, as 
Circumciſion did then; Baptiſm being the 
only ordinary way of adding to the Church 
in the time of the Goſpel, on which ſcore 
"twas inſtituted, And ?tis as requiſite that we 
ſhould in ſome ſuch manner ſeal to the Co- 
venant now as Abraham before, we being 
as much unable to give an anſwerable aſſurance 
to Almighty God for our ſelves and Children, 
as ever Abrabam was for himſelf and Poſte- 
rity ; or if you will, may it not be thought 
as highly neceſſary that we ſhould be by fome 
Rite matriculated members of the Chriſtian, 
as they were ſolemnly initiated into the Jew- 
iſh Church ? Now what other way is preſcri- 
bed to us of Matriculation, than Baptiſm ; the 
only moſt proper Rite for this purpoſe, as it 
hath been in all Ages accounted ; inſomuch 
that all the ſeveral Baptiſms- that were be, 
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fore Chriſt, were all meant for initiating 
forms. So the Jews had a Cuſtom long be- 
fore the coming of Chriſt, to make proſelytes 
or converts to their Religion, not only by 
Circumciſion but by baptizing, or waſhing 
them with Water. The ſame was the meaning 
of Johns Baptiſm to make Men Diſciples un- 
der his Adminiſtration, And the ſame was the 
meaning of Chriſt's Baptiſm, to initiate Men 
into the Chriſtian Religion, and make them 
Diſciples of Chriſt. Hence baptizing and 
making Diſciples, means the ſame thing, 
John 4.1. John made and baptized more Di- 
ſciples, that is baptized them Diſciples, which 
was the form of making them ſuch. All the 
inſtances of Baptiſm in the New Teſtament 
were uſed as initiating Forms; and to no 
other Purpoſe, being therefore never repeat- 
ed;no more than. men were twice circumciſed 
or admitted into the Church before Chriſt, 
Nor do we find ſince the coming in of the 
Goſpel, any other Rite or Ceremony of initi- 
ation permitted, much leſs enjoyn'd. Sure | 
am, there was at firſt no framing of diſtin& 
Covenants for each Congregation, according 
to the fancy and humour of the reſpeQive 
Teacher, a mode which ſome of onr late up- 
ſtart Seas have boldly introduced without 
any Divine Authority, or Foundation in the 
Word of God, And as there is no mention in 
the Goſpel of any Covenant, but one, of 
Grace, ſo neither of any other Sign or To- 
ken thereof, or any other form of entering 
into the ſaid Covenant, than Baptiſm ; bur 
as Circumciſion was heretofore, ſo Baptiſm is 
now the initiating Rite, 
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But to Reply to his Inſtances, whereby he 
would prove the Parallel not ſuitable : His 
firſt Inſtance or Reaſon is, becauſe the natural 
Seed of Abrabam, without any token of a 
work of Grace on them, ought to be circum- 
ciſed ; but the natural' Seed of Believers, 
without ſome token of a work of Grace up- 
on them, ought not to be baptized. For which 
he cites Matt. 3. 6, to v. 10, That ſome 
had a ſenſe of their Sins, and were brought 
to a confeſſion is plain, v. 6. But what token 
was there of a work of Grace on them, whom 
the Baptiſt calls there a Generation of Vipers ? 

Matt. 3, And yet of them he ſays, I mdeed Baptize 

7. you, And St. Mark ſays, they were all bap- 

v. 11» tized of him ; he refuſed none of them, $0 

iark. 1» that they were only the Phariſees andLawyers, 

* 1. . that were not baptized of him, who exemp- 

2o, ted themſelves. Or what token of a work of 
Grace appeared on thoſe that were baptized 
of Lydia's Houſhold ; beſides what was ob- 

Aft. 15, ſerved on her ſelf? And yet not ſhe only 

15. , was baptized, but her Houſhold upon her 

wt cx .. Converſion. And if others of the Houſe were 

mine ip- Chereupon baptized, much rather her Infant- 
ſam intel- Children, if ſhe had any ſuch. This 1s cer- 
ligimus fa- tajn, ſhe had a Houſhold, a Family, and they 

—_ were baptized as well as her ſelf. To alledge 

ms; Libe. hat ſome had ſuch a work of God wrought 

ros & ne- upon their Souls, before they were baptized, 
pores, /4ys proves nothing z for ſo doubtleſs had ſome 

_—_ Jews, and Abraham in particular, before they 

See Mon, Were circumciſed. That interrogative, at, 

le Clerc's, 3. 7. having there the force of a Negation, 

Sup;le- implies that they had no manner of Convi- 

—_— +. tion, nor could any haye taught them, that, 

moad on Chey ſhould merely by St. Job's Baptilm a- 

the PJace, void 


(01) 
void the deſtrution that hung over theit 
Heads, and therefore he bids them to repent. 
He muſt prove, if he can, that none elſe 
ought to be baptized ; for as yet we have 
only his bare Ipſe dixit, his own fay ſo, he 
may paſs for a Magiſterial DiQtator to his 
own Ignorant Party, who can follow him 
with an implicit Faith; but his Authority 
will not ſway with any others of ſober 
ſenſe. 

(2.) He fays the natural Seed of Abraham 
were commanded to þe circumciſed, bur the 
Children ' of Believers are no where, in the 
word of God, commanded to be baptized. 
This is that we call a begging of the queſti- 
on. Is not Baptiſm as expreſly . commanded 
now, as Circumciſion was then ? But Infant 
Baptiſm he will ſay is not. Neither need there 
to be a new or diſtin Command for it : Be- 
cauſe their right to be within the Church or 
Covenant,together with their Parents,is not a 
new Inſtitution ; but as old as Adam, for 
ought I know, ſays Dr. Wallis * ; but the, ,, ſecs 
ſolemn Rite of admiſſion into this Church, (to gf j,/zn; 
which the Children of Believers have a right 8:pti/m, 
to be admitted) is a new Inſtitution. Then by Pa&+ !4+ 
Circumciſion appointed to Abrabam : And wy 
Now by Baptiſm upon a new Inſtitution, ap- oy 
pointed by Chriſt, as the ſame Author expreſ- 
ſeth it. 

Another Reaſon that he gives (which is the 
only one more that I need conlider here) 1s, 
becauſe there is a ſore Puniſhment threaten'd 
on the Man-Child that is not circumciſed Þ, + Gen, 17, 
but no Puniſhment threaten'd in the whole 14. 
Word of God, on an Infant for not being 
baptized. Anſwer, This Argument, were it 
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( 62 ) 
of any force, doth militate againſt the Lord's 
Day — the Sabbath *, which never- 
theleſs he himſelf hath granted, and in ſome 
meaſure made good. Moreover the Puniſh- 
ment threaten'd, doth not affe& Infants want- 
ing Circumciſion, but Perſons negleQing or 
contemning that Ordinance. The words in the 
Original import no more, Preputiatus Mas, 
the uncircumciſed Male, (fo Junius con- 
ceives the word to be there taken, with re- 
ference only to the Sex, not to the Age) ſhall 
be cut off, not in his Infancy, but afterwards 
when he comes to Years of Diſcretion ; if 
then he approves his Fathers or Guardians 
negleat, and negle&t Circumciſion him- 
ſelf, Which Junixs makes good by two Ar- 
guments: Firſt, From the Original which 
may be rendred as wel), and rather afively 
than paſſively, _— to the different Ra- 
dix it may be derived from, thus, wbo ſhall 
not circumciſe bis fore-skin, Secondly, From 
the Reaſon that God himſelf there gives ; for 
he bath broken my Covenant. Which is not in- 
cident unto Children, and therefore the 
threaten'd Puniſhment was very unlikely to 
be inflicted on them, who could not commit 
the Offence : We read that Xoſes was in dan- 
ger of being ſlain by the Angel, for negleQing 
to circumciſe his Son -, but nothing is ſaid 
of the exciſion of his Son, but that afterwards 
he was circumciſed though the eighth Day 
was paſt. 

I have already obſerved in the beginning 
of this Reply, how abſurdly he has gone a- 
bout to prove, that by Children, in A#. 2. 39. 
are not meant Children as they are in a ſtatg 
of Infancy, making no difference —_ 

tne 
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(63) 
the Perſons the Apoſtle ſpoke to, and thoſe 
he ſpoke of, but implying that all thoſe whom 
the Apoſtle aſſerted to have an intereſt in 
the Promiſe, muſt neceſlarily be only the ve- 
ry ſame Perſons he was diſcourlſing to, and 
therefore the Children, as the Anſwerer ex- 
plains himſelf, muſt be ſuch as ſhould be able 
to imbrace the precept to repent. A Concluſi- 
on that can in no wiſe follow from his premi- 
ſes,andtis impoſſible it ſhould from any other, 
lince it would argue the Apoſtle himſelf to 
be guilty of vain tautology and imperti- 
nence, if no more were meant of their Chil- 
dren than of all the World. Befides there 
was *no occaſion for naming Children at all, 
but the ſenſe had been as full without it, Bur 
this Anſwerer, not contenting himſelf 'with 
ſuch abſurd Arguing, as I have already noted, 
begets here a ſuperfetation of abſurdities, and 
further to ſhew his excellent faculty of quid- 
libet ex quolibet, cloſeth as it were every Pa- 
ragraph of this long Ramble, of almoſt three 
Pages with this fancy'd Inference : So from 
this, Infants. ought not to be baptized, re- 
peating it no leſs than ſix times, without 
hardly varying one Word ; not weighing 
how *tis reduced, or brought in Head and 
Shoulders, ſo long as it may ſerve any way to 
amuſe that poor ignorant miſguided Sect. 
There is aparcel more of the like impertinent 
Stuff, for almoſt a Page and half immediate- 
ly following ; which ſeeing it don't ſo near- 
ly touch the main matter in controverlſie, 
that I may not be too tedious, I will paſs o- 
ver in ſilence, though he has deſerved other 
Returns for his groundleſs Cenſures and Ups 
braidings, 
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( 64) 
braidings, which he is forced to make uſe of 
for want of Reaſon. 

In the next Words, Page 14. he brings 
me in ſaying, ſo that excluding Children 
from the Covenant, and debarring them of 
the Sign, puts a fſacrilegious reſtraint' there- 
on, and excludes them from the ordinary 
way of Salvation, Whereto he returns this 
Anſwer, You put more ſtreſs upon it, than it 
will bear; but what doth he mean by: that 2? 
Doth he deny the Propoſition ? That 4t doth 
not put a facrilegious reſtraint upon the Co- 
venant ? No ſuch thing. Or doth he deny the 
Conſequence tlat it excludes them from the 
ordinary way of Salvation ? Not at all. What 
then! Doth he inſtance in any ordinary means, 
whereof they are capable ? Not ſo neither, 
He mentions that of Rom. 10. 14, 15. but 
himſelf hath obſerved, Page 11. that that 
goes beyond their capacity to make uſe of. 
And *tis yet he ſays to prove that Baptiſm 
is an Ordinance of Chriſt for Infants. What 
then ? Why he even makes the matter of no 
conſequence at all, whether there be allowed 
them any ordinary means or no; tho” at the 
ſame time they allow them to have original 
Sin. There is then,according to him, no ordl- 
nary way left for the Salvation of Children. 
For as he intimates, in the beginning of this 
Page, a believers Child hath no Priviledge 
more then the unbelievers to any Ordinance 
of Chriſt : But how contrary is this Dodrine 
to that of our Saviour Mark 10. 14 ? Where 
he ſays, of ſuch is the Kingdom of God 
which ſignifies their having an intereſt in 
Heaven hereafter, and conſequently muſt 


imply their capacity of being of the vilible 
Church 


Be Fr w,,0 Oo Ot 0 


%: HI 
Church here, And it muſt be primarily 
meant of Children, and not ſuch only as are 


humble and innocent like them ; otherwiſe the 


ſenſe cannot be coherent : For what is the in- 
nocency and humility of ſuch to Children,that 
they ſhould be ſuffered more than Lambs, or 
the like humble and innocent Creatures to 
be brought to Chriſt, to be received into his 
Arms !? Who might better have been 
propounded, as patterns of more perfe&t In- 
nocency, having no original Guilt ; unleſs * Talium 
Chriſt had meant to be thus underſtoad, dicit non 
Bring little Children to me, for to them, and —_. 


ſuch as are like them, belongs the Kingdom of \-<pendir 


Heaven *, tam Ppu- 
ellos quam 
corum ſimiles, ſaith Muſculus, hac ergo voce Chriſtus par- 
vulos & horum fimiles ad ſe pertinere teftatur. So Calvin grving 
for a Reaſon, which St, Mark «nd St. Luke add, verily 1 ſay unto you, 
whoſdever ſhall Rot receive the Kingdom of God, as 4 little Child, &c. 
inſulſe enim, as Marlor. ſets dowy further, Anabap. pueros excludunt 
2 quibus initium fieri debebat, And elſewhere, piorum liberos di- 
cimus Eccleſiz filigs naſci & ab utero reputari in Chrifti membris, 
quia hac lege deus nos adoptat ut fit etiam ſemnnis noſtri pater, 


Again what ground of comfort can ſuch as 
he give to their Parents, in caſe of their 
Death, that they ſorrow not as Men without 
hope ? Seeing they don't appear to ſuch to 


| belong to Chriſt. And if withal thzy have no 


means to bring them tro Chrilt, they may well 
be thought to be in a deſperate Eſtate, while 
in their Infancy. Certainly ic hath been 
lookt upon as a great advantage, to be in 
God's ordinary way of Salvation. In the 
time of the Jews, before and under the Law, 
"twas a great preference to be of the num- 
ber of God's People, members of the vilibie 
Ghurch, Branches of the Olive-Tree; and rs 
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(66) 
it not now as great a Priviledge and Advan- 


tage to be in-a like Covenant-relation, grafted 
into the ſame Olive-Tree ? Or can it be rea- 


'ſonably ſuppoſed that God would ſo often, 


and ſo emphatically make Promiſes to the 
Rightequs and their Seed, to be a God to 
them and theirs, if there was not ſomewhat 
of peculier preference intended them beyond 
thoſe of the Wicked, or thoſe that are out 
of God's viſible Church ? But if no more be 
intended, but upon condition of Faith and 
Repentance 3 this is equally true of the Chil- 
dren of the moſt profligate, and of Heathens, 
as of Jews and Chriſtians : And Chriſts 
coming mult have rendred the - condition of 
Children worſe than before. Whatever then 
be the Priviledges of being within the Pale, 
and the Promiſe of the viſible Church, they 
muſt belong to the Children of Believers 
now, as they did to the Seed of Abraham here- 
tofore : By being ſuch, they have jus ad rem,, 
a right thereunto; and by being baptized, 
they have jus 1# re, and are as it were put into 
the poſleſſion of the ſame. So that denying 
them Baptiſm, we do as much as lies in us de- 
bar them of the outward means, the enjoy- 
ment of the Priviledgeof being in the Church, 
and the benefits thereunto appertaining, 

.. Should alike Queſtion be put concerning 
a baptized Chriſtian, a member of Chriſt's 
Church, with that which the Apoſtle pro- 
poſeth, Rom. 3. 1.: touching a circumciſed 
Jew, What advantage—. the Anſwer may be 
the ſame with his. 9.2. Much every way : And 
in Rom. 9. 4, 5. are reckoned up no fewer 
then cight Priviledges or Prerogatives be- 
longing to a Jew upon the ſcore of that Re- 
lation; 
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lation! The ſame advantage that there was 


_ then to the Jews, (as God's viſible Church) 


is now common to the Gentiles alſo; and if 
Children were ſharers therein with their Pa- 
rents, during the former Adminiſtration, 
how are they excluded now ? Thoſe Chil- 
dren more particularly, whoſe Parents kept 
theirſStation * ; and if ſome Children continu- 
ed within, becauſe their Parents ſo continu- 
ed; what hinders but others ſhould be ad- 
mitted, whoſe Parents are re-inſtated, or 
have gained a like Priviledge with thoſe that 
are : 

The Prophet El/ha wept when he look- 
ed upon Haxzael; becauſe he forefaw he 
would daſh the Infants of Iſrael againſt the 
Wall ; and even Zazael thought himſelf wor- 
thy to be eſteemed a Dog, if ever he ſhould 
do ſuch a thing. But certainly to daſh all the 
Infant Children of Believers out of the Cove- 
nant of Grace (as much as in them lies) and 
to deprive them of the Seal of it, is ina ſpiri- 
tual Senſe far more heavy ; and I dare appeal 
to the tender Bowels of any believing Parents, 
whether it were not eafier for them to think 
that their Children ſhould be daſhed againſt 
the Stones, -and yet in the mean time to die 
under Chriſt's Wing, as 'viſible members of 
his Kingdom ; rather than to have them 
live, and behold them to have a viſible ſtand- 
ing only in the Kingdom of the Devil. We' 
read of Herod the Tyrant, that he deſtroyed 
ail the Children in Bethlehem and the Coaſts 
thereof, from two Years old and under : But 
Is it not a far more cruel ſentence,” to ſet 
theſe in no hetter ſtate than Pagans and Infh- 
dels, without Chriſt, Aliens from the Com- 
Fa mon- 


* Rom? 
11,5, 17! 
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( 68 ) 
mon-wealth of J1ſraz}, ſtrangers from the 
Covenant of Promiſe, having no hope, and 
without God in the World ? How far Hea- 
ven extends its mercy to thoſe that are with- 
out means, and cannot uſe them, is a Myſte- 
ry hid from us, and known only unto God. 
*'Tis our Happineſs, that he hath not left us 
deſticute of the ordinary means of Salvation, 
with reſpe& to our Children as well as to our 
ſelves; and therefore whatſoever means of 
Grace God has appointed, as Inſtrumental 
to that end that they are capable of, are to 
be afforded them ; unleſs God hath made any 
particular exception in the Caſe. And Bap- 
tiſm being appointed by God as ſuch a means, 
we cannot well Adminiſter it too early to 
our Children; for tho* it doth not confer 
Grace, ex opere operato, yet it always doth ſo, 
when God is pleaſed to vouchſafte the concur- 
rence and co-operation of his Holy Spirit 
with it.” And we know not how ſoon the 
operation may be; how ſoon God may by his 
Grace pre-diſpoſe their Souls to an aptneſs 
for good through the means; it may be long 
before they are in a capacity to A any, and 
therefore the Ordinance ought by no means 
to be withheld from them or negleQed. 

Pag. 16. He queſtions what a Diſciple 1s, 
whetherohe be not a Scholar or one taught, 
and whether Infants can be ſaid to be Diſci- 
ples, till they are taught ? To this I Anſwer, 

: That a Diſciple in the New Teſtament is the 

"AG. 27. ſome with Chriſtian *, any one that hath a 

4 Relation unto Chriſt, and ſo of as large an 
extent as the word J/rae] in the Old Teſta- 
ment, Infants therefore having a Relation 
unto Chriſt are of his Body, not — 
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(69) 
but Chriſtians, and ſo conſequently Diſci- 
ples infieri ; not for that they are aQtually 
taught of God, but becauſe they are, as I 
may ſay, retainers to Chriſt, and deſigned 
for his School ; into which when they are ad- 
mitted or initiated by Baptiſm, they are 
more compleatly Diſciples, Diſciples in fa&o 
eſſe, having then not only a right to, but are 
mveſted with the Priviledges of thoſe that 
are properly and actually Scholars or Diſci- 
ples, not as being perſonally inſtruted, but 
as conſecrated and ſet apart for the ſervice of 
Heaven ; placed fo, as to be reckoned Scho- 
lars of Chriſt, being entered into his School, 
tho? they be no Proficients. And thus, they 
are commonly reputed of the number of the 
Scholars or Diſciples, who are admitted in- 
to a School, and only entered there to learn, 
tho* they have not learnt a Leſſon or a Letter. 
As Fobn the Baptiſt baptized to Repentance, 
or in order to it, Who ſhould limit God ? 
May not he make Diſciples ſeveral Ways ? 
By the Adminiſtration of the Ordinance of 
Baptiſm,and ſo by putting on them his Livery; 
or by teaching them by his Spirit from the 
greateſt to the leaſt; by writing his Laws 
in their Hearts; or by graciouſly accepting 
them into his Covenant with their Parents ; 
or bringing them under a Religious Govern- 
ment ? 

Page 18. He would know, whether I can 
tell Lydia was a Maid, Wife, or Widow, or 
whether there were any Infants in her Houſe ? 
I anſwer, 'Tis plain ſhe had a Family, and 
that upon her Faith alone they were brought 
into God's ordinary way of Salvation, and 
F 3 were 
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* AQ, 16, were forthwith baptized *; unleſs they'l 
I5, 


underſtand by her Houſe the Stane-Walls. 

By Salvation coming to Zacheus*s Houſe, he 
underſtands (Page 19.) the Meſſiab. Anſwer, 
Chriſt would have rather ſaid I am the 
Meſſiah, which had been true, whether Za- 
epeue was the Son of Abraham or no, and ſo 
there had been'no occaſion of giving that 
Reaſon, that the Covenant of Abrabam reach- 
ed him : But why doth he ſo perverſely un- 
derſtand by Salvation, the Perſon only of the 
Meſſiab, but purpoſely to avoid the Argu- 
ment ; which yet is no other -but what the 
whole Current of the Scripture holds forth, 
viz, That the bleſſing of Abrabam immediate- . 
ly deſcends to an Houſe or Family, upon 
the Converſion of the Head or Chief thereof, 
But none arc more blind than they that wall 
not ſce. 

In the forementioned 18 and 19 Pages, he 
endeavours to render it probable, there were 
no Infants in the Houſholds 1 had inſtanced 
in; but there is enough ſaid in theſe inſtan- 
ces, that the bleſſing of Abrabam, viz.  Sal- 
vation, came to an Houle, eſpecially to the 
Children, if any ſuch there were, upon the 
Faith or Converſion of the Chief ; that *cwas 
uſual for the whole Family thereupon to be 
put into the ordinary way of Salvation, ad- 
ded to the Church to be ſaved; and eſpecially 
Children that have not committed aCual Sins, 
nor could reject the Counſel of God againſt 
themiclves. Whereas there might have been 
perchance ſome others in the Families, who 
with thoſe Phariſees and Lawycrs mizht have 
ſa.:done, and fo have rendred themſelves un- 

3 | worthy 


(mn) 
worthy of the bleſſing; but this could not 
have been incident unto the Children, 

The ſtreſs then of the buſineſs lies not in 
this : Whether it can be proved there were 
Infants in thoſe Families, where *tis recorded 
whole Houſholds were baptized ; but the 
truth of the Caſe is this, That in all Families 
whatſoever, were there never fo many In- 
fants they were all baptized, when their Pa- 
rents were baptized. Which ſhews the va- 
nity of this repeated ſaying, Not one word of 
an Infant in this Houſe, Not one word of 
Infants in all thoſe Houſholds, and the like. 

Now to retort this their negative Argument 
upon themſelves, let it be demanded, where 
they find mention in Scripture of any Children 
of Chriſtian Covenanting-Parents that were 
baptized, when they came to Years of Di- 
ſcretion, and not before. That they were 
baptized I ſuppoſe they'l not deny ; and if 
ſo, let them ſhew where and when, for this 
let all the ſacred Regiſter be ſearched, from 
the time that Fobn the Baptiſt began his Mi- 
niſtry, to the time that John the Evangeliſt 
ended his, (which was above. 60 Years,during 
which time' thouſands, if not millions of 
Children of ſuch Parents were grown up to 
Maturity) and if in all that time they can 
but ſhew any one Inſtance of any Child fo 
priviledged, whoſe Baptiſm was deferred till 
he came to Years of Diſcretion, and thar then 
he was baptized, it may then be acknowledg- 
ed, that there is ſome ſtrength in their Ne- 
gative Allegations. In the mean time hav- 
ing ſuch general Inſtances of baptizing 
whole Families, ſurely we have more reaſon 
to believe thatinfants were comprehended,and 
£# are 
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are to be reckoned in the number, than they 
have for the contrary, I Maid we read of 
none laid aſide or excluded Baptiſm upon 
the Account of their Non-Age. To this, he 
anſwers, Page 20. We never read in the 
whole Word of God, that ever any Infant 
was commanded or offered to be ba tized,and 
if ſo, how ſhould we read of any laid alide or 
excluded, that were Non-ſenſe. But I fay 
again, Is there any Dire&tion given” in the - 
Goſpel to lay them aſide, in caſe they be of- 
fered to Baptiſm ? And who can ſay they 
were not offered ? Where then is the Non- 
ſenſe ? Can it þe imagined, but that the Jews 
brought their Children with them to the Bap- 
tiſt, to ſave them as well as themſelves from 
the wrath to come, who were ſo tender of 
their Children, and ſo zealous for their Cir- 
cumciſion, they who had been always uſed to 
have their Infants admitted into the ſame Co- 
venant with themſelves, by vertue of a Di- 
vine Law, would have raiſed great Argu- 
meats againſt the Divine Authority of Chriſt, 
if he or his Diſciples in his Name, had refu- 
ſed to admit their Children together with 
themſelves into this Covenant, of which they 
taught God's Meſpab to be the Mediatour.- $0 
that *tis no Non-ſenſe, to ſpppoſe that we 
ſhould have heard in the Goſpel of Children 
being excluded, if they had not been of courſe 
admirted. I ask therefore again, ſhew us in 
any place of Scripture, where any one was 
excluded Baptiſm upon, the account of Non- 
age, particularly ſuch a one whaſe Parents 
were admitted thereto ; for if in that ſacred 
Book, ſuch are not expreſly excluded, we are 
to take it for granted, they are not to be ex- 
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duded at all ; fince it hath been God's con» 
ſtant. Method to take Children into his Co- 


n venant, when he took in the Parents. Thus 
E for inſtance,the Covenant made with innocent 
e Adam included his Infant Children. The Co- 
t yenant made with Abrabam (which hath been 4/4 
d already proved to be the Goſpel Covenant) 4/1 
r included his Children. So the legal Cove- "y8-1 
y nant of which Afoſes was Mediatour, included Fd | 


e BE theJewiſh Infants alſo : Therefore they ſhould 
f- ſhew us, where God hath altered this Method 
Y in the Goſpel ; or elſe we are to take it pro- 
1- confeſſo, that God hath not altered this his 
'S conſtant Method, And the Abrabamical Co- 
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J- yenant which included Infants (ſeeing it could 


| 

| 
m not be diſanulPd by the legal Covenant)conti- Ga, ,, | 
pf nued till Chriſt unrepealed. If therefore 19. | 
r- they can't ſhew, that ®tis repealed by Chriſt, | 
to - are to conclude that *tis not repealed art [1 
J= all. | | [ 
i- | Wherefore our negative Argument is more | 
1- cogent from Scripture, for Infants being in 
A Covenant with their Parents, and that they 
Q= have a right thereupon to Baptiſm, -than 
th theirs is againſt it, and proceeds on the faireſt io 
3 and moſt credible Grounds. As firſt, That it 
No) there were Children in ſome at leaſt of thoſe | "ts 
ve Houſholds that are ſaid to be baptized upon l! 
en the Converſion of the Chief of the Family. it | 
ſe Secondly, That if the Jewiſh Converts In- "ih 
in fants had been forbidden Baptiſm, they would "4, 
as have made ſuch a noiſe about ir, that the ſa- Wl | 
n- cred Hiſtory-of thoſe times muſt needs have 189: 
ts taken notice of it. And laſtly, It having been Wt 
ed God?®s conſtant Method, when ever he made a 1164: | 
re Covenant before Chriſt came, to include rhe | 


Infants in it, and particularly God havi::g by | 
; | a! 106 
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an expreſs Law commanded Infants to be- 
admitted to the ſign and ſeal of the Goſpel 
Abrahaw:ical Covenant, it muſt be ſuppoſed 
that God, if he had intended to exclude In- 
fants from uhe ſign and ſeal of the Goſpel-Co- 
venant under Chriſt, would have ſignified his 
Pleaſure, that his former Method -of dealing 
with Infants was altered, or that' the afore- 
ſaid Law in the Covenant with Abraham was 
as to Infants repealed, Whereas the Anti» 
pzdo-B2!tifls negative Argument proceeds 
upon all the contrary improbable Grounds, 
and thercfore their objeCting, that we have no 
certain inſtance of the Baptiſm of any ſuch, 
and that we don't read that ever they were 
offered to be baptized, is of no force ; for it 
ſhall be preſumed by vertue of that Law which 
is unrepealed, viz, That Children ſhould 
keep the Covenant in the ſign of it, that they 
were both offered and admitted of Courſe. 
How- highly had the Jews been ſcandalized, 
if the firſt Planters of Chriſtianity had deny- 
cd an admiſſion of Infants into the Covenant 
under the Goſpel deſpenſation, when they had 
ever bcen allowed it under the Moſaick cco- 
nomy, and had wholly ſhut them out like the 
Children of Infidels ? This muſt in all proba- 
bility have galled them, to ſec their Infants ſo 
treated, to have had no viſible difference put 
between the Infants of thoſe that embraced, 
and thoſe that reſiſted the Faith, having al- 
ways reckoned upon Pagans Children as com- 
mon and unclear, but their own as ſeparate 
and holy. St. Paul makes the ſame diſtinQi- 
on, that tho? but one of the Parents be a Be- 
liever, yct they are ſo far ſarified cach to 
other, that their Children are thereby entitled 
| ro 
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to the Covenant of Grace, which they had 
not been, if both the Parents had been un- 
believers. Had St. Paul taught a contrary 
Dodrine, or any other. of the Apoſtles, - viz. 
That the Children of Chriſtian Parents had 
no more right to Baptiſmal Initiation, than 
thoſe of Heathen Idolaters, it would cer- 
tainly have offended them more than all they 
preached againſt Circumciſion, and keeping 


the Ceremonial Law. 


Page the x7. He hath theſe Words : The 
nearer you are to theTruth,the further offyou 
are from the Papiſts, and the further off from 
the Truth the nearer to them. Which is ſo 
falſe, that *tis not in the leaſt deſrving a 
confutation : ſince they hold moſt, if not all 
the fundamental Articles of Faith, how &re 
they may endanger the Foundation by their 
building Hay and Stubble thereon. Bur it ſig- 
nifies nothing it ſeems, to retort upon them 
for ſymbolizing with the Papiſts, tho? in 
points diametrically oppoſite to the Prote- 
ſtant Religion ; it don't aftet them, as he 
gives us to underſtand in the Words juſt be- 
fore ; neither will they be concern'd to take 
notice of any ſuch charge. At this rate they 
themſelves may fall into the groſleſt Principles 
of Popery, and yet be ncarer the Truth, and 
It muſt paſs for ſound Proteſtant Dodrine. 
And no reflection muſt be made, as if they 
had a Prerogative peculiar to their Sect, that 
whatſoever opinion they cſpouſe (they are 
ſo infallible in their Tenets) though ir be 
never ſo Erroneous and Popiſh, it immediately 
commenceth Orthodox, 

To my ſaying and proving that Antiquity 
is on our ide; inltead of anſwering the 
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(76) 
Authorities, he ſays, Page 23. that ?tis my. 
great Miſtake, and wonders how I could 
aſſert ſuch a thing 3 ſince they can go back 
as far as Fobn, and Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, 
Now I muſt and do acknowledge, that no 
Argument or Antiquity is equal to the Scrip- 
tures, when the Interpretations are not 
doubtful ; yef when they are ſo, I appeal to 
any ſober Diſſenter of whatſoever Sect or Par- 
ty, whether the harmonious Practice of the an- 
cientChurches,and the undivided conſent ofA- 
Poſtolical Fathers, be not the moſt ſure and au- 
thentick Interpreters that can be betwixt Men 
and Men ; they thought Infant Baptiſm law- 
ful and valid, and no abuſe of the Ordinance 
of Baptiſm. And let any modeſt or mode- 
rate Man judge whether it be likely that thoſe 
famous Saints and Martyrs, ſo near the Apo- 
ſtles times, ſhould fall into ſuch a delufion, as 
as to conſpire in the Dodtrine and praQtice of 
a Mock-Baptiſm, and of making multitudes of 
ſuppoſititious Chriſtians and Churches ? Or 
whether it be not more probable, that a little 
Seq, repugnant to all the Ancient as well as 
modern Churches, ſhould be in an Error, 
The very Scriptures, whoſe ſufficiency we 
admire as well as they, - cannot be prov- 
ed to be the Word of God without Tra- 
dition; and though they are ſufficient, 
where they are underſtood, ro determine 
any Controverſic; yet the right Underſtand- 
ing and Interpretation of them in many 
Points, the prafice of the Church 1s as requi- 
ſite, as the practice of the Court 1s to under- 

ſtand the Book of the Law. 
| may further obſerve to them, that they 
themſelves cannot defend, according to their 
own 
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own Poſtulatum, the baptizing of ſuch grown 
Perſons, as were born and. bred in the Church, 
from the Scripture ; for that the very Inſti- 
tution there, of Baptiſm, hath a ſpecial regard 
to Proſelytes, who from Fudaiſme or Genti- 
liſme were coming over to the Chriſtian 
Faith, Neither can they produce a Prece- 
dent of ſuch an one baptized in the New 
Teſtament, but all the baptized Perſons we 
read of in it, were Jews or Gentiles of an ex- 
piring or falſe Religion newly converted ; 
and therefore according to their own de-- 
mands, if to juſtifie their own practice, they 
muſt produce ſuch a particular Diſtin& Pre- 
cept or Example ; they cannot defend them- 
ſelves againſt the Quakers, who for this and 
other Reaſons have quire laid aſide Baptiſm 3 
nor againſt the opinion of the Socinians, who 
vſe this very way of Argumen- 
tation for the Non-neceſlity of 
Water-Baptiſm. Though they 
think good in their preſent Cir- 
cumſtances to praQiſe it *, 

In the ſame Page he ſaith, *tis ſtrange rea- 
ſoning to Argue, that *rwas not likely that 
St, Paul was dipt when he was baptized, 
ſeeing he was Sick and Weak, having faſted 
Methinks he ſhould rather 
have ſaid ſtrong reaſoning, being it would be 
ſo unſuitable to the eaſineſs of Chriſt's Yoak ; 
who will have Mercy and not Sacrifice. Ay, 
but faith this Anſwerer, he being command- 
ed to be baptized, cloſed with the Command 
and did not conſult with Fleſh aud Blood, 
Very good, it would il] become him to di- 
ſpute God's Commandment, but was the 
manner preſcribed'? That it muſt be by dip- 


ping 


* Vid. Fohannis Vol- 
telii, Miſnici de vera Re- 
ligione Lib.6, Cap, 14. de 
Aqua-Baptiſmo ab Apo- 
ſtolis Uſurpato, pag. 663, 
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ping the whole Body under Water, or plung- 
ing it as they do with their Cloaths on, 
which would be rather a baptizing of Gar- 
ments than of Bodies ; nothing of this ap- 
pears. All Circumſtances agree, that he was 
not ſo baptized - Snch a penance to St, Paulin 
his Condition, had perhaps been more Unſup- 
portable than Circumciſion, and more dan» 
gerous than whatever the Ceremonial aw 
required ; to thoſe therefore who are ſuch 
ſtubborn Aſſertors of the Dof@rine of dip- 
ping, that of St. Peter may be well applyed: 
Why tempt ye God to put ſuch a Yoak on 
the Necks of Chriſtians, that are not able to 
bear it? And let them fear who ſubmit there- 
to, that God ſay not unto them at laſt, who 
hath required this at your Hands 

| What he faith to the Inſtance of the Goa- 
ler, is in ſhort this: If they had not gone 
forth out of his Houſe, how could he ſay, 
when he had brought them into his Houſe ? 
As if the Keeper had not, or might not have 
an Apartment in the Priſon peculiar to 
himſelf, and diſtin from that of the Male- 
factors ? 

He is again with my ſtrange reaſoning, 
Page 24. about the manner of Philips baptiz- 
ing of the Eunuch. lt ſeems *twas too diff- 
cult for him to Anſwer to any purpoſe ; and 
therefore he bids me to leave off ſuch Carnal 
ReaſoninSs. But what doth he ſeem to ſay to 
it, he endeavours to ſhew that Philip and the 
Eunuch's meeting could not be accidental, as 
I-had obſerved, for this very Reaſon : Becauſe 
it was eminently Providential, which argues 
Lat he is {o very Simple and Ignorant, that 
he underſtands not what accidental Means, or 

that 


that he moſt erroneouſly thinks that ſome 
things may happen or fall out without the 
Divine Preſcience, and in which the Provi- 
dence of God is not concern'd. He hath a 
mere Figment of his own Invention, though 
he don't apply it, which would argne, that 
their Meeting was not altogether accidental, 
but that Philip at leaſt had ſome previous - 
Knowledge thereof ; for he ſays, A@. 8. 26. 
The Angel of the Lord bids him, ariſe and go 
to meet bim; When as there 1s no ſuch thing 
ia the Text, And therefore he may juſtly 
fear, leſt that Curſe he more than once 
cauſeleſly alludes to Page 22. as of ſo tremen- 
dous and dangerous a Conſequence, ſhould 
light upon himſelf, for having ſo palpably and 
ſo groſly added to the Word, and to the be- 
lying of the Angel, making him ſay what he 
did not. 

But he faith *tis hard for him to believe, 
that I really think that they were baptized 
{o by ſprinkling, though I ſo write, and ap- 
peals to me, whether the word Baptize doth 
not ſignifie to dip or plunge and not to Sprin- 
kle ? I have ſhewn that the Word ſignifies 
not only to dip, but to waſh or pour on Wa» 
ter, or to Sprinkle, and is often ſo uſed in 
Scripture z and gave inſtances of which he 
takes no notice. Chriſt no where requires dip- 
ping but baptizing. And as to the method 
'or manner how it ſhould be done, the Scrip- 
ture is ſilent; nor can there be an Example 
produced abſolutely for dipping : I believe 
that ſome were baptized in Scripture, by 
pouring on of Water, or by Sprinkling ; 0- 
thers by dipping : But I queſtion, whether 
after the manner of our Anabaptiſts. - 
on't 
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don't deny dipping as in it ſelf unlawful, as 
they . do pouring or of Water, or Sprink- 


| ling ; but we fay, the praQtice is Schiſmatical 


when done in oppoſition, and dangerous in 
ſuch a cold Climate, and in ſome ſeaſons of 
the Year. And when too the Party is of 1, 
weak and ſickly Conſtitution : And troubled 
with Catarrhs, Conſumptions, and the like. 

Page the 26, He pleads for dipping from 
the ſignificancy of the Ceremony, referring 
to Coloſ. 2. 12. I do not in the leaſt deny, 
but that it ſeems to follow from thence, that 
there was (uch a Cuſtont in thoſe Days as to 
Baptize by immerfion, which carryed a very 


 fenſible ſhew of a Burial and a Reſurrection, 


but the Negative cannot be thence concluded, 
that there was no other way of baptizing 
but that, nor is it probable there was 
no other way 3; becauſe there are other 
Texts of Scripture, which allude to ſprink- 
ling in Baptiſm, as this doth to dipping: 
And the like Colle&tion muſt be allowed to be 
made from the one, that is made from the 

* other; and farther, becauſe there 


* Voſhus cites ſeveral 
Authors, who deny any 
ſuch Renvreſentation to be 
required, the thing being 
as th:y ſay but accidental 
and not eſſential to Bap- 
riſm, and in caſe there 
ought to be at leaſt ſome 
fimilitude of that Nature, 
this he tells us, is expreſt 
71 aſperſione, etiam vel 
perfultone, quia cujus 
caput, as be adds, a- 
ſpergitur vel perfunditur, 
1s aquis iſtis quah1 ſepeli- 
tur, Theſes 'Thcolo- 
Eicz?, 4p. 360, 


may be and is a Baptiſmal re- 
preſentation made of a Burial, 
and of a Reſurrection in aſper- 
ſion and aftuſion of Water, as 
well as in dipping *. He that 
hath Water poured on him as 
well as he that is dipt, 1s, put 
under Water : And the Water 
falling on him that 4s ſprinkled, 
fairly repreſents the Earth fall- 
ing upon him that is Buried, 
and ſpeaks the ſimilitude of a 
Burial, And by the one as well 
as by the other, we may be ſaid 

[0 


(8 ) 

to be buried with Chriſt by Baptiſm ints 
Death. The Repreſentation then is made both 
ways, tho? in the one *tis more lively and ſen- 
ſible than in the other ; and the appearing a- 
gain after, and from under that affuſion, re- 
preſents alſo a Reſurre&ion; ſo that the 
Symbol is not ſpoiled here. Accordingly in the 


Provincial Council of Colen *, ſprinkling as *$ub Her. 


well as dipping is indifferently ſpoken of, as 0: 
expreſſive of a Type of Chris three Days : 


Burial,and our conformity to him in that and 1... 


his Reſurre&ion. Moreover Chriſt's bodily 
Attions and Paſſions muſt be imitated and re- 
preſented by us after a ſpiritual way 3 and 
tis a vain thing to imagine, that every Me- 
taphorical Expreſſion uſed in the Scripture, 
ſigaifying our Communion with Chriſt and 
conformity to him, ſhould puncually expreſs 
the Myſtery in the Sacrament, both as to the 
Letter and Spirit. The Metaphorical Expreſ- 
ſions are various : Putting him . on, buried 
with him, ſprinkling with his Blood. And 
what hinders but that the Sy inbolical Ceremo- 
nies and the Sacramental Signs may be ſo 
too, or at leaſt variouſly uſed, or accompani- 
ed with various circumſtantial Ceremonies ? 
One Sign after one, and the ſame way admi- 
niſtred, cannot expreſs our Communion 
with Chriſt and our conformity to him 1n 
his Death and Reſurrrection, as to all the 
foregoing Metaphors. Our Communion 
with Chriſt ina his Death and Reſurrection, 
and our conformity to him therein 15 the ſa- 
cramental Grace, and that being repreſented 
as well by ſprinkling or pouring on of Wa- 
ter, as by dipping 3; ir follows, that Water in 
Either way of application is Sacramental, A- 
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( 52) 
gain,our waſhing and cleanſing from Sin by the 
Blood of Chriſt, and the raiſing up our Souls 
to a ſpiritual Life, being the principal effeQs 
of Chriſt's Death and ReſurreQion repreſen- 
ted and ſealed in the Sacrament, is truly ſer 
out as hath been ſhewed by ſprinkling as 
well as by dipping. Hence under the Law 
the ſacrificial cleanſing was done by ſprink- 
* Numb. ling in ſome Caſes, and by dipping in others *, 
- and the purifying by ChriſPs Blood is equally 
_ *Y* repreſented by both, called therefore the 
4 Blood . of ſprinkling, and ſprinkling of 
+ Heb.12. Blood +. 
ge 1 Pet. In his Concluſion, not te ſpare me, but to 
= tell me my own, he reminds me of his old 
Item, formerly given, that we have nei- 
ther Precept nor Example for Infant-Baptiſm. 
So ſay the Papiſts as well as the Anabapriſts, 
tho? in other Words : That ?*tis a mere Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Conſtitution, no Divine Apoſtoli- 
cal Ordinance, In this they are not unlike 
Sampſon's Foxes joyned together by the Tails, 
whilſt their Heads look ſeveral ways ; both 
aſſerting, the ſame Poſition 5 tho? to diffe- 
rent Ends ; the one to eſtabliſh human Tra- 
dirion, the other to v2dermin® a Divine Or- 
dinance, But I reply, nothing is more cer- 
tain, than that the Ordinance of Baptiſm is 
inſtituted and appointed us in the Goſpel, 
But there 1s no diſtinct Precept, that parti- 
cularly determines us to adminiſter it to thoſe 
of ſuch or ſuch an Age, or more to Perſons 
of one Age than another, but *tis left to us 
to apply the Ordinance to thoſe we find qua- 
lified, according to the rules and directions 
given us in the Word of God,without any re- 
ſpect tothe Age, Neither dol know the = 
ticular 


(33) 
ticular Age of any one baptized in Scripture. 
Unleſs that our Saviour was then abour thirty 


Years old *; but who will ſay, that we are* Lyke ;. 
bound preciſely to obſerve that Time in our 21, 22,23; 


reception of Baptiſm ? If you ſay in general 4!/mering 
Terms, it muſt be when we are come to the nao 
Age of Maturity or Diſcretion, let it be prov- ,f > 
ed, that the Scripture either by Precept or Prieſts and 
Example hath limitred it to that only, or Zev*es, 
that the adult or grown Perſons are declared __ 
in Scripture to be the only qualifte1 Perſons Ms Sage 
or that thoſe in the ſlate of Infancy are de- their Fun- 
clared not be qualified or capable, and you #to7 11! at 
have gained the Point, Bur the Scripture = Age. 
ſhews that the one ſort are in this reſpet as, 2... 
qualified and capable as the other : And** **'* 
therefore the Precept makes it as much our 
Duty, to adminiſter Baptiſm to ſuch as are 
in the ſtate of Infancy, as to the Adult, We 
don't Baptize Infants as excluding grown 
Perſons, nor grown Perſons as excluding In- 
fants : Before and under the Law they were 
commanded Circumciſion preciſely the eighth 
Day, but not ſo as to exempt others of other 
Ages. For Abraham was circumciſed at gg, 
and Iſmael at. 13 Years old F; and after- + Ge, ; 
wards, if through negle&t or otherwiſe the 24, 2;. 
time laps'd, as in the inſtance about which 
Moſes || was concerned, * or that of the Jews, , _ 
while in the Wilderneſs, they were not excu-,, .._ 
ſed altogether from being circumciſed. * Joſhua 
Now [ have demonſtrated that that Com- 5. 2. 
mand of God, to keep his Covenant in the 
Sign thereof, whatſoever it be,is ſtill of force ; 
and that as Children and others were con- 
cern'd to keep this Command, when Circum- 
ciſion was the Token ; ſo Children and others 
G 3 ars 
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(34) 

are in like manner bound to do ſo, now Bap- 
tiſm is the Token. 1 have alſo ſhewed that 
Children are as fully commanded to be bap- 
tized, as any others by Chriſt's Commiſſion, 
Go Diſciple all Nations, baptizing them :; Their 
Diſcipleſhip is their qualification for the ſuſ- 
ception of Baptiſm, And that Children, 
whoſe natural or adopted Parents are Believe 
ers, are Diſciples, I have aboundantly prov- 
ed. Firſt, In that they have an intereſt in 
the Promiſe or Covenant. Secondly, In that 
they are made ſo, by God's graciouſly calling 
them in their Parents. Thirdly, Becauſe - 
they are reckoned as ſuch by Chriſt, for that 
they belong to him. And Fourthly, Becauſe 
they are ſo called by the Holy Ghoſt. To all 
which he hath not returned a word in Anſwer; 
Seeing then ſuch are Diſciples, who can for- 
bid Water, that they ſhould not be baptiz- 
ed ? There being nothing in the Commiſſion, 
as | have obſerved, to interpoſe between di- 
ſcipling and baptizing. 

If it be ſaid the Command don't run to 
Baptize all Diſciples, but to make Diſciples : 
And to Baptize thoſe that they make, and 
that ®tis not in the Power of Man to make 
Children Diſciples. I anſwer, this alters 
not the Caſe, as appears in the inſtance of 
Saul being baptized of Ananias, who yet was 
not made a Diſciple by him, but immediately 
by God. And they had it in their Commiſſion 
to Diſciple Children,as being part of a Nation; 
and *cis not to be ſuppoſed 'that they were 
commanded Impoſlibilitics, The plain truth 
of the matter is this, {oric Infants are and 0- 
thers may be made Diſciples, otherwiſe a Na- 
Lion cannot be diſcipled, whereof Infants are 

| no 


(35) 
no ſmall part ; or Chriſt gives in his Com- 
miſſion what is impoſſible. To underſtand it 
of as many or few as Men liſt of a Nation, is 
zgainſt the ſenſe of the Scripture, which plain» 
ly is, That the whole of the Nations where- 
ever they came was in their Commiſſion to 
Diſciple *. To this purpoſe compare Scrip- « p,.,, 
ture-Propheſies +, with this Commiſſion gi- 2g, Pi 
ven in charge by Chriſt ||, and what the Spi- 2. 8. 72. 
rit of God hath foretold in thoſe Propheſies, *'+ 56. 9. 
that in ſucceſſion of time muſt be effected Font 
When the Kingdoms of the Earth ſhall become _—_ as 
the Kingdoms of our Lord, and bis Chriſt ||. nullos ex- 
And in Europe, to look to no other parts of cludit ne- 
the World, it hath been happily accompliſh- 37 Mr, 
ed. If they think to evade this by that di- g, 1” 
ſtinftion of the Apoſtle *, they are not all || Rey. 11. 
Iſrael which aye of Iſrael : That diſtinQion 15. 
can be no otherwiſe applicable to the Chriſti- * 89m 5- 
an Nations, than to the Nation of 1ſracl, and ** 
{o *rwill ſtill entitle Chriſtian Nations to the 
Covenant of Gad, and to the Priviledge of 
Ordinances, notwithſtanding there be a- 
mongſt theſe Diſciples who are called, many 
that are not choſen. They have then the 
whole of the Nation in their Comniiſſion ; 
and it muſt be their endeavour in the utmoſt 
extent of the Word to Diſciple it; yet this 
Work in no one Nation can be done in an 
inſtant. As a Nation cannot be born, ſo it 
cannot in a Day be diſcipled : The meaning 
therefore is, to Diſciple Nations, that is the 
whole of any Nation, and being diſcipled to 
Baptizethem; yet they are by degrees ta 
Baptize, as they can Diſciple, til] the whole 
of the Nation, be diſcipled and baptized ; 
which can never come to paſs,unleſs Children, 
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(36 ) 
who are a conſiderable part, may be diſci- 
led. 
, Bur if this will not ſatisfie, unleſs they may 
underſtand too how they can be diſcipled : 
I Anſwer. Some are made Diſciples in their 
Parents ; fo that in diicipling the Parents we 
Diſciple them. . Others are made Diſciples 
by adopting. them 1:70 the Family of Chriſt's 
Churcn 5 724T 1S Pringing them under a Chri- 
ſtian Governmeatz and Tuition ; who are 
hence forth no more cemmon or unclean, 
but ſeparate and holy,within the Covenant,and 
conſequently to be baptized; as thoſe that 
vere adopted into Abrabam's Family were 
within the Covenant with others, and to be 
circumcized, tho* they were not of the Seed, 


+ Gen, 17, 45 *L1 noted in the ſame verſe *, being they 


22, 


were under his Power and Education. 

T hus, I hope, I have evinced, beyond all 
contradiction, that Chriſt's Commiſſion is as 
full for baptizing Infants, as any others, 
Therefore how many untruths may he be juſt- 
ly charged with and convicted of, who hath 
ſo often ſaid in his Papers, that we have not 
one Word of God, not one Precept or Pre- 
cedent in Scripture for baptizing Infants ? 
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SERMON 


Preached on Occaſion of the 
Author's baptizing an Adulr Per- 
ſon, With ſome Enlargements. 
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COLOS. II 12. 


Baried with him in Baptiſm, wherein alſo 
ye are riſen with him. 

Lmighty God finding his ancient Peo- 
ple the Jews too intent upon the 
Externals of Religion, without any 

due regard to the vital and ſubſtan- . 
tial part thereof, the betrer to take them off 
from this their groſs and carnal way . of wor- 
ſhipping him, was pleaſed to declare by his 
Prophets againſt the very Rites and V/azes of 
his own Inſticution ; not that he did abſo- , 
lutely prohibit them, and countermand wl.at 
he had enjoyn'd, but diſclaimed and rejected 
theſe external, theſe leſſer matters, rather 
than the Spirit and Life of Religion ſhould be 
negleted by them ;z or the more weighty con- 
cerns of the Law be left undone. Thus Sr. 
Paul gives his Coloſſians here to underſtand, 
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(388) 
that the inward Circumciſion of the Heart, is 
infinitely preferable to the outward Circum- 
Ciſion of the Fleſh ; and that tho* the Circum- 
ciſion of the Fleſh be now no more, yet God 
hath rot left himſelf without a Witneſs in 
this Caſe, byt 4s appointed another external 
Rite in its Room, v/z. Baptiſm, Buried with 
bim in Baptiſm, ſays the Text, whence we 
may note theſe following particulars. 

Firſt, As the Words bear a Relation to, 
and are occaſionally introduced from the verſe 
foregoing; we may infer, that the Externals 
of Religion are not to be regarded in compari- 
ſon of its inward Life and Subſtance. The 
Circumciſion of the Fleſh, when the Com- 
mandment was moſt in force, was nothing to 
that of the Heart. 

Secondly, We are given to underſtand that 
Baptiſm is the initiating Sacrament of the 
New Teſtament, and ſo ſucceeds Circumciſi- 
on, which was the initiating Sacrament of 
the Old, 

Thirdly, We may note that our Baptiſm 
repreſents Chriſt's Burial and Reſurrection, in 
the manner of its Adminiſtration, or if not 
in the ſymbolical Ceremonies, yet at leaſt 
it doth and mult in its ſpiritual Concomitants 
and Efftets. Andit behoves us to exemplihe ' 
Chriſt's bodily Actions and Paſſions in a ſpiri- 

+ tual way ; that as he died and was buried, ſo 
ſhould we die, and even be buried unto Sinz 
and as he roſe, ſo ſhould we riſe to newneſs 
of Life, Mortifying all our evil and corrupt 
aff etions, and daily proceeding in all vertue 
and godlineſs of living, as our Church exhorts, 

For the Firſt, That the Externals of Reli- 


gion ar not to be regarded in —— 
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(89) 
of its inward Life and Subſtance. In the for- 
mer Verſe the Apoſtle declares to his Coloſ- 
ans, 'that they are circumcized ia Chriſt, that 
is by his Spirit,as the Margin of your Bibles of 
the Geneva Tranſlation hath it ; and therefore 
they need not be ſo ſcrupulouſly Zealous aft- 
ter an external Rite; much leſs this of Circum- 
cifion which is now antiquated. Since with- 
all they want not an outward Rite in this re- 
ſpet, they have Baptiſm tho? Circumciſion 
be laid aſide and aboliſhed, they have ano- 
ther Sacrament inſtituted in its rdom, Buri- 
ed with bim in Baptiſm, Now ſhould you 
compare the Circumciſion of our Saviour, the 
inward Circumciſion of the Heart, with that 
of iXoſes, the outward Circumciſion of the 
Fleſh, you will without difficulty perceive, 
that it infinitely ſurpaſſeth it in Dignity and 
Excellency ; that wounded the Body, this en- 
livens the Soul - The one pared away a little 
Skin, and markt the Fleſh ; the other morti- 
fies the whole Body, and quickens the Spirit. 
And therefore they were extravagant, who 
notwithſtanding that excellent and Divine 
Circumciſion which Chriſtians have received, 
are yet ſo ſollicitouſly bent upon that which 
is but the }Figure and Shadow. Nevertheleſs 
to ſhew how rich that ſanQifying Grace is, 
which we have in Jeſus Chriſt ; he adds, that 
beſides our being circumciſed in heart, and ſo 


\diveſted of the Body of the Sins of the Fleſh; 


we have moreover been buried with him in 
Baptiſm, in which we are alſo r:ſen again with 
bim,which is a more excellent and lively Sa» 
crament,than eyer Circumciſion was ; a Sacra» 
ment reſembling it, and anſwering to it; 
Ggnifying and ſealing up both our Mortificay 
t10n 
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(99) 
tion and Vivification. But then there is both 
an outward and an inward Baptiſm 3; or, there 
is in Baptiſm the Body and the Spirit ; (as I 
might have ſaid in effet concerning Circum- 
ciſion) and the internal ſpiritual Part is the 


. moſt material, and ought to be more eſpeci- 


ally minded by us. The thing that ſaveth us 
is by St. Peter ſaid to be Baptiſm. x Pet. 3. 
21. But that in Baptiſm which doth moſt 
contribute to our Salvation, next to the ver- 
tue of Chriſt's Reſurrection, 1s not the put- 
ting away the filth of the Fleſh, but the An- 
ſwer of a good Conſcience towards God, 
Which ſhews the outward waſhing ts the leaſt 
conſiderable, q. d. *tis not ſo much the out- 
ward Adminiſtration as the Converſion of the 
Soul to God, that is the effeAtive diſpoſition 
in which Baptiſm faveth us. God will 
have mercy and hot ſacrifice; as he ſaid by his 
Prophet, Hoſ. 6: 6. that is rather than Sa- 
crifice, Not that he did then renounce Sa- 
crifice, but would rather have Acts of Mer- 
cy and Charity ſhewn to Man ; than any ſuch 
Sacrifices or Oblations offered or 'madce ta 
himſelf. He preferred not Mercy or Charity 
before inward Devotion, or the adoration of 
the Heart, the Sacrifice of a contrite Spirit, 
which he'll in no wiſe deſpiſe ; but before any 
outward Ads, or external Performances in 
his Service: which is of little or no account 
at all with him, where the inward fpiri- 
tual Part is wanting, which 1s the very 
Soul and Life of Religion ; But it cannot be 
ſuppoſed he would not have Sacrifice too ; 
ſeeing he had given ſo many Commands con- 
cerning it : And therefore the Prophet imme- 
diately adds, that he defared the nenoge p 
| 0 
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God more than burnt offerings, q. d. he did not 
deſire either Sacrifice or Burnt offerings,in the 
ſame'degree with other more material Duties. 
So when St. Peter ſays, that *tis not the out- 
ward waſhing with Water, that ſaveth us, 
but the inward Purification of the Spirit, we 
are not to ſuppoſe his meaning to be, that the 
outward waſhing is of no vertue, or that the 
Baptiſm of Water is wholly excluded ; being 
an Ordinance of God ; but that if we would 
approve our {ſelves unto God, we muſt not 
reſt in an outward formal Worſhip: No not 
in Circumciſion, though the Law was never 
ſo much in being, or were renewed or re- 
inforced, But we muſt Worſhip him in- 
wardly with the Circumciſion of the Hearr. 
So the ſealing of the Covenant in our Baptiſm, 
will be of little advantage to us, unleſs we 
make good our Stipulation, and can return 
ſome ſatisfaQory Anſwer rouching the Faith 
we have entertained, and the Reſolutions we 
have taken up, to live according to that Re- 
ligion we are initiated into ; Circumciſion a- 
vaileth not, neither the outward Lavour of 
Baptiſm; without the inward SanQtification and 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. Hence ariſeth 
our great Miſcarriage, and the fruſtration of 
all the hopes and advantages of thoſe bleſled 
Relations we are admitted fo by Baptiſm, 
when from time to time we mind only theex- 
ternal Rite and Ceremony ; which is low 


and mean, without conſidering the ſubſtance 


and reality z which is' high and excellenr. 
The Figure, the outward Element is poor 
and beggarly - The thing ſignified is rich and 
heavenly. The Seal is mean ; the Inheri- 
tance is great. It hath differently fallen = 
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(92) 
with the carnal Jew, and the carnal Chriſti- 
an; the outward Glory of their Ordinances 
was a ſtumbling Block to them ; which made 
them reſt in theType,and look no further; the 
meanneſs of ours, is a ſtumbling Block w.*h 
us; we look not for ſuch Treaſure in Ear- 
then-Veſlels, Nor indeed can we, ſo long as 
we make the Ordinance 4 cuſtomary Piece of 
formality. But here 1 would not be'thought 
to inſinuate the Non-neceſlity of the Ordi- 
nance of Baptiſm; which God hath appointed, 
as the way, in the common Order of means, 
to bring to Grace and Glory ; for in this way 
he ordinarily brings us to Salvation, And 
therefore makes it our Duty : But he has not 
bound himſelf to outward means and inſtru- 
ments, and conſequently it cannot be ſaid to 
be of that univerſal abſolute neceſſity ; as if 
there were no Salvation without it, The Co- 
venant we know can convey Pardon and Sal- 
vation without the Seal. Abrabam was juſt 
fied before he received the fign of Circumci- 
ſion : The ſeal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith. 
And the Thief upon the Croſs was ſaved 
without Baptiſm. But the Seal cannot do it 
without the Covenant, that is the great In- 
{trument of Donation and Conveyance. Our 
Saviour preſcribing the ordinary way of Sal- 
vation, Mark 46. 16. ſays, He that believeth 
and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but adds, He 
that believeth not, ſhall be damned: Not he 
that is not baptized. The Covenant of Grace, 
and our being in Chriſt is abſolutely neceſla- 
ry. But the Sign, the external Seal, is not of 
a like neceſſity. And yet it is of ſuch neceſli- 
ty too, that it cannot be negleQed without 
Sin and Danger,” To ſpeak ſummarily and 
briefly, 
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briefly, ?tis neceſſary, as a Law of Chriſt, as 
a part of his external Worſhip, as a Seal of 
the Covenant of the Promiſe of remiſſion of 
Sins, as a means of exhibiting and conveying 
of Grace, neceſſary as the ordinary way, by 
which in Conjun&tion with the Covenant, and 
the Grace of it, God doth ſave, And there- 
fore none can negleC it, without great indig- 
nity to Chriſt, and great ingratitude for ſuch 
an high Priviledge and eminent Advantage. 
But ſtill we muſt take along with us this Cau- 
tion : That this ſacred Ordinance be not paſt 
over, as a mere cuſtomary Thing, as an ex- 
ternal Rite only, or Ceremony, without, mind- 
ing the thing ſignified ; and the correſpon- 
dent of our part of the Covenant, which our 
Baptiſm Signs and Seals. Our common Neg- 
ligence in the Duties incumbent on us, and 
in thoſe Conditions which our Baptiſm oblig- 
eth ns to, is certainly one of the great Preju- 
dices that hath hardned the Anabaptiſts, and 
made them look upon our Infant-Baptiſm, 
as a trifling Buſineſs, a mere inſignificant 
thing, 

I proceed now to the next thing I noted, 
as the ſecond general Head, which I amin or- 
der to conſider, viz. That Baptiſm is the 
initiating Sacrament of the New Teſtament, 
and fo ſucceeds Circumciſion, which was the 
initiating Sacrament of the Old. And to diſ- 
cuſs this the more fully and methodically ; I 
will endeavour to ſhew you, Firſt, What 
Baptiſm or the Sacrament of Baptiſm is. Se- 
condly, What it is to be baptized, or what 
are the Priviledges and Advantages that do 
accrue to us by our Baptiſm. And then in 
the Third Place, I ſhali endeavour to m_ 
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( 94 ) 
that Baptiſm is the initiating Sacrament of the 
New Teſtament. As to the Firſt, The word 
Sacrament in its original intendment, had the 
ſignification of ſuch a Military Oath as was at- 
tended with ſacred Rites, and ſuch as led 
Men, by ſenſible reſemblances, to things of 
an higher nature, As for the Sacraments of 
the New Teſtament, particularly that of 
Baptiſm 3 we may conſider it in divers Re- 
ſpeas ; and ſo may take up various and di- 
ſtint Notions and Conceptions concerning 
it. If we conſider it with reſpe& to the Di- 
vine Grace, ſo it may and ought to be con- 
ceived by us, to be ſuch an outward and viſi- 
ble Sign thereof, asis moreover ordained by 
Chriſt to be a means of conveying it unto us, 
and a pledge to aſſure us of the ſame. Se- 
condly, With relation to our Virtue, or the 
embracing the Conditions on our Part : So 
*twill be ſuch an outward viſible Sign thereof, 
and ought to be ſo reputed, as is appointed by 
Chriſt for us to make a Declaration of it, and 
an Obligation to continue this our Profeſſion, 
and to praCtiſe what we ſo publickly declare 
and profeſs, Thirdly, With reference to 
that New Covenant, by which the Divine 
Grace, and our Duty are as it were tied to- 
gether, ſo it muſt be defined ſuch an outward 
and viſible Sign, as is ordained by the ſame 
Chriſt for God and Man to declare their mu- 
tual Conſent, and by that Rite explicitely to | 
enter into the ſaid Covenant. Laſtly, As to 
thoſe who are joyned together in the ſame 
Covenant, and ſo are conneQed to Chriſt, 
and to one another, then 'ris ſuch an outward 
and viſible Sign, as is by Chriſt ordained and 
fitted as a general Badge of their common 
T Pro- 


(95) 
Profeſſion : And a means of bringing particu- 


lar Men into Society, Communion, and Fel- 
lowſhip one with another, In ſum, ?tis an out- 
ward and viſible Sign ordained and fitted by 
Chriſt, to ſignifie and convey and aſſure the 
Divine Grace unto us, and onour part to de- 
clare the Daty we owe to God, and to Chriſt, 
and to one another, and to oblige our ſelves 
lo ,*e conſtant Profeſſion and Practice of 
it *, 


Having thus ſeen what we are to under- 1overion 
on the Sa- 


craments, 


ſtand by the Sacrament of Baptiſm ; let us 
conſider, (2.) What it is to be baptized. 
What are the Priviledges and Advantages, 
that do redound to the party baptized. 

Firſt, Then to be baptized is by a ſolemn 
Rite to be explicitely admitted into Co- 
venant with God ; a Covenant of Grace,Par- 
don and Salvation, which Chriſt hath pur- 
chaſed with his Blood, And ſurely ?tis no {mall 
Advantage to be brought into ſuch a State ; 
whereby we are confign'd to the Grace of 
the Goſpel, and the mercies of God : Who 
thereupon don't meaſure our performances by 
Grains and Scruples, by perfet unſinning O- 
bedience; but with the allowances of the ba- 
lance of the Santuary, Not exacting from 
us according to the ſtrit meaſures of the 
Law, but ſaving us by his Grace, or as It 1s 
elſewhere in Scripture expreſſed : According 
to bis mercy. That is by pitying and pardon- 
ing us, by relieving and ſupporting us; be- 
cauſe he remembers that we are but Duſt. 
Some ſay that Baptiſm only waſheth away all 
the Sins that are paſt; or at preſent adhering z 


RY but not the Sins of our future Life. But this 


Sacrament promiſeth mors and greater 
Things, 


* See 
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(96) 
Things, even in futurum, and therefore is not 
repeated, becauſe it doth all at once, which 
it can do at a hundred times. For it admits 
us to a ſtate of Pardon, to the condition of 
Repentance, and the Evangelical Mercy. ' He 
that hath erſtred into this gate of Life, is al- 
ways in the ready way of having his Sins for- 
given, unleſs he turns aſide out of this Path; 
by renouncing his Baptiſm, and by utter A- 
poſtacy, The Meſfalian: denied this, and 
*twas part of their Hereſie to undervalue their 
Baptiſm, and to leſſen the Grace thereof *, 


you'l find But it was in purſuance of this Grace of Bap- 
confured by tiſm, that St. Paul calls the lapſed Galatians 


Ifidore 
Peluſiot, 


lib. 3. 195 


Epift. ad 


Herman. 
+ Gal. 2. 
25, 


to their Covenant of Baptiſm, and the Grace 
of God ſtipulated in that Sacrament F, and 
therefore wiſht them not to hope to be juſti- | 
fed by the Law; ſeeing they are entred into 
the Covenant of Faith, and to be juſtified 
thereby. And this he proves, for that they 
have been baptized, this being the Covenant 
made in Baptiſm, the gate to all this Mercy. 
Wherefore he exhorts us to hold faſt the 
Profeſſion of our Faith, the Faith into which 
we were baptized, when we had not only the 
Truth of God's Promiſes abſolutely Sealed 
and Confirmed to us ; but likewiſe an aſſu- 
rance of what God is ready to do for us, in a 
way of Grace and Mercy, on condition we be 
faithful in the duties of the Goſpel. For we 
muſt know that the Goſpel-Govenant, of 
which Baptiſm is the Sign, is not without 
its Conditions, which Baptiſm ſeals in a way 
of particular application, not only that upon 
the performing our part of the Covenant, we 
ſhall obtain the Grace ; but it ſeals up to e- 
very receiver, their particular right in the 

+ | Graces 


(97) 
Graces promiſed. If we do not forfeit all 
by violating and breaking the Covenant, and 
rend'ring our ſelves unworthy of the benefits 
of it. Hence the Sacrament of Baptiſm is 
faid by the Schools to he gratis exbibitivum, 
an Ordinance of exhibiting and conferring 
Grace to thoſe that are rightly baptized ; not 
by its own Operation, but through the Ope- 
ration of God alone : who in the right uſe 


of Baptiſm does always perform what he 


hath promiſed: : For who can deny the effe& 
when we have God's fiat for it. Some in- 
deed aſcribe too much to Baptiſm, others 
leave it as a mere naked Sign. The bare 
Element, tis true, hath not a power and ver- 
tue to convey Grace, The Water is not a 
ſubjeQ capable to receive it, andjconſequent- 
ly cannot convey it; it toucheth not the Soul, 
it cannot operate upon that, to infuſe real 
Grace ; this would be to aſcribe that to the 
external Inſtrument, which is peculiar only 
to the great efficient Cauſe. What it con- 
veys and confers is not from any vertue of its 
own, by its bare application, but by vertue 
of Chriſt's Inſtitution, and irs relation to the 
Covenant, For this Reaſon its effeQs are nor 
confin'd to the inſtant of its Adminiſtration. 
But it extends its efficacy and influence 
throughout our Lives,- it continves a ſeal to. 
the Covenant and the promiſes of Grace and 
Mercy ;; till the Covenant be utterly violated 
by abſolute Apoſtacy, or final Unbelief : And 
lo it continues an Inſtrument to convey 
Grace during opr whole Lives ; not only re- 
miſſion of Sins for the time preſent, but upon 
our perſeverance in the conditions of Faith 
and Repentance, 'it continues this Grace of 

H Pardon 
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(93) 

Pardon to us to the laſt Period. So that we 
are but once baptized for the remiſſion of 
Sins; though we daily contra& Guilt ; be- 
cauſe being once received it remains a perpe- 
tual Pledge and Teſtimony of the everlaſting 
Covenant of God ; and of the continual waſh- 
ing away of Sin by the Blood of Chriſt. 'Twas 
therefore a cauſeleſs fear, occaſioned from the 
Novatian Errour, that made ſome of the 
Ancients defer Baptiſm till near their death, 
as tho? it did not continue to exhibit and con- 
vey the Grace of Pardon. But from what [ 
have already noted, there is no reſting on 
the bare work done : All are not upon the 
receiving the external Baptiſm regenerate, 
and made partakers of internal Grace 3 as 
if it were neceſlarily annexed to the outward 
Ordinance, Real SanQtification doth not al- 
ways accompany the Miniſtration of Baptiſm : 
Nevertheleſs the Ordinance 1s not without 
its effe&, in a way of Grace; it doth confer 
on us In a Sacramental Way what it doth ex- 
hibir, and Seal to. And till there be a Bar 
put by Men's aQtual Rejeftion, thoſe that 
are truly baptized have a right to the Grace 
and Merey ſealed. And tho? Baptiſm be not 
always an Inſtrument of infuſing real Grace : 
Yet hereby weare aQtually, & de preſenti, made 
partakers of relative Grace; and have a 
right to real ſanaifying Grace, in that way 
that God gives it; and ſo are partakers of 
relative Regeneration : Being as it were, 
born again into a new State of gracious Re- 
lations, Priviledges, and Hopes: And our 
Baptiſm is the Character and Sacramental Seal 
of this new bleſſed State of Adoption and 


Salvation. And this continues, as I have _ 
tl 


| (99) 
till there be a forfeiture on our Part ; and he 
that will not call this Grace, knows not how 
to value things Spiritual, But how rich ſo 
ever this Baptiſmal Grace may be in its ſelf 
and effects, tor the benefit of Infant-Innocen- 
cy ; ?tis not that which is the terms of our 
Salvation in riper Age, when we come un- 
der the guilt of actual Sins : Thoſe that ar- 
rive to the Years of Reaſon and Choice, ro 
them the Goſpel tenders Salvation upon con- 
dition of aQual Faith and Repentance. What 
is ſealed to us in our Infant-ſtate is continu- 
ed to us, upon other conditions atiAge : The 
Grace that is made over by the free Cove- 
nant of God, and ſealed in Baptiſm, confers 
a right to the baptized. So that if he dies in 
this State, he dies in this right ; But there 
are other things 5 for the continuance 
of it, at years of Knowledge and Reaſon, 
which as It is a great Foundation of comforr 
touching the Salvation of dying Infants, and 
juſtifies that Clauſe formerly in the rubick 
for Baptiſm; ſo it deſtroys the vain pre- 
ſumptions of others, and takes Men off from 
reſting on the Grace of Baptiſm, as if it were 


ſufficient for their Salvation ; not conſider- 


ing whatever Mercy or Priviledge Baptiſm 
doth confirm, is continued to us upon other 
conditions, after we come to Age, and fall 
under the guilt of actual Sins. 

Again, To be baptized, is to be enrolled a 
Member of the Church ; incorporated into 
the Communion of Saints ; ingrafred into 


Chriſt's Myſtical Body. The Apoſtle ſpeak- 


ing of Chriſt Myſtical, under the ſimilitude 
of a natural Body, x Cor. 12, 13. faith, We 
H 2 are 


are baptized into Feſus Chrift, into that noble 
bleſſed Society of which Chriſt.is the Head ; | 
and' to which belong the Adoption and the 
Covenant, and the Promiſes. It would be too 
large a digreſſion, particularly to inſiſt vu 
on the Priviledges and Advantages of the 
Church of Chriſt, beyond the reſt of the 
World. Sure I am, of all the judgments 
that God infliged upon the Jews, none had 
_—_— that fire of Fury, that terrour of 
Wrath in it, which was executed in the ac- 
compliſhment of the threatning mentioned, 
Zach. 11.9, 10. upon their heinous Provo- 
cation, in crucifying the Lord of Life,which 
filled up the number of their Sms. Upon 
which they were rejected, cut off from the 
Olive-Tree, and their Church-encloſure 
pluckt down - So that. they were no longer 
his peculiar People, but were left in cont- 
mon with the reſt of the World ; without 
God, without Chriſt, and ſo without all hope 
of Salvation. Whereas they only that are ad 
ded to the Church, that are ſeparated to be 
God's peculiar Inheritance among all the 
Tribes of the Earth ; are in the way to be 
ſaved ; as being the ſole objes of his ſpeci- 
al Care and Providence : And therefore it 
muſt needs be a bleſſed Priviledge to be 
brought within the Pale ; to be owned by 
God under ſuch a Relation : Now into this 
Body, this Society,, this holy Corporation, 
we are baptized, And as the Church, in ks 
Conſtitution is bleſſed of God, beyond all 
the World : So all its Members have the ad- 
vantage of other benefits flowing from the 
Communion of Saints, in order to their hoy: 
£ua 
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| Good, As the labours' and 
ſervices of God's Miniſters and Ambaffadors 
all are theirs, whether Paul or Apollos, or 


tual and eternal G 


, Cepbas, they are all Servants of Chriſt, for 


the edifying this his Body, and the building 
of them up, till they come to Perfe&tion. A> 
gain, they have the inviſible guard of Angels, 


watching over, and miniſtring for the good 


of ſuch as are Helrs of Salvation ; they have 
all an intereſt in the Charity, Love, and Pray- 
ers of the whole Myſtical 'Body ; all joyning 
in common in their Liturgies for every ſingle 
Member, how &re divided from one another, 
by Countries and Languages ; yea every fin- 
gle Member of this Body hath the united 
ſtrength 'of the Prayers of all the Saints on 
Earth 3 and I donbt not but in a general man- 
ner, the Prayers of all the glorious Society ; 
the crowned part of the Church in Heaven ; 
our elder Brethren ; who have finiſhed their 
warfare, and do now poſleſs the Kingdom of 
Glory. Should we go no further, we may 
refle&, and thankfully acknowledge, this hap- 
py Priviledge ; to be called to this ſtate of 
Salvation. Hence we are brought into a 
ſtate of Union with Chriſt; made Members 
of his Myſtical Body, and partakers of the 
influences of his favour, in all the means and 
ordinances, helps and advantages, whereby 
he declares himſelf the Saviour of the Body ; 
By vertue of this Union, all the ſpecial ſay- 
ing Graces of his purchaſe are freely offered, 
the doors of Mercy ſtand open to ns, and the 
= of Life and Glory is ready to receive 
$3 provided we abide in him, Hold the bead 
from 'wbich all the body, as the Apoſtle ſays, 
| H 3 Colof. 
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Colof. 2. 19. by joynts and. bands bave nouriſh- 
ment miniſtred, and ſo don't ſeparate from 
him by Apoſtacy, and fall off by an evil heart 
of unbelief ; by an impenitent courſe of Sin 
and Wickedneſs ; ſo long 1 ſay as we main- 
tain this Union, we ſhall not fail to receive 
influences of Grace, and ſpiritul Life, till we 
come to Glory. 

Having conſidered what the Sacrament of 
Baptiſm is, and the Priviledges and Advan- 
tages that redound from thence, I come to 
evince the truth of the general Propoſition, 
viz, That the Ordinance of Baptiſm, is the 
initiating Sacrament of the New Teſtamen 
and ſo ſucceeds Circumciſion, which is gene- 
rally granted to be the initating Sacrament 
of the Old. 

In order to this, let it he premiſed, that 
there can be no Reaſon given, why we ſhould 
not be by ſome rite matriculated Members 
of the Chriſtian as well as heretofore, they 
were thus ſolemnly initiated into the Jewiſh 
Church. Now what other way is preſcribed 
to us of doing this, than by Baptiſm; the 
moſt proper rite for this purpoſe, as it hath 
been in a manner all along accounted ? This 
rite of Initiation, of admitting Perſons into 
religious Societies, was uſed by the Poſterity 
of Noab, at leaſt very early among the Jews, 
Their Enquiry, Jobn x. 25, 28. ſounds as 


/i4, win; much as a tacit acknowledgment of their 
againſt practiſing it, (though not as a Sacrament 
Danvers, till the Meſſtiab had confirmed it); for which 


Bo Jo 
* [yy bis 
Nuery of 


Inſant- 
Bapit/m, 


we have the Teſtimonies of their Rabbies 
cited by the learned Doctor Hammond *, An 
Biſhop Taylor is inclined to give the more 

credit 
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credit to ſuch Authorities ; becauſe the Hea- 


then (as he ſaith) had the ſame Rite in ma- 


ny Places, and in many Religions. Hence a 


 Proſelyte is called in Arrianus BBawi@ſone 


baptiſed : Baptiſm being his ſolemn 1nveſti- 
ture, who ſhould enter into any Set or Re» 
ligion ; being thereupon reckoned one of that 
Set or Religion. A Proſelyte or Convert, in 
the Apoſtle*s Phraſe, ſuch an one is ſaid to 
be added to the Church, The Jews have a 
Tradition that Sarah and Rebeckab, when they 
were adopted into the Family of the Church ; 
thab is the Church eeſpectively, as it was in 
Abrabam's and Iſaac's Houſe, were baptized. 
In St. PauPs Catechiſm Baptiſm is reckoned, 
as part of the Foundation of the firſt Princi- 
ples of Religion ; and fo proper for Babes : 


' Whereby they are matriculated and adopted 


(as a late Reverend Prelate expreſleth it) into 
the Houſe of their Father, and taken into 
the hands of their Mother. This then is the 
ordinary method God hath taken of adding 
to the Church, ſuch as ſhould be ſaved : And 
therefore it cannot be denied, but that Bap- 
tiſm, as an Initiating Rite, ſucceeds Circum- 
ciſion: And my Text will avouch for the 
truth thereof ; For the Apoſtle having told 
the Coloſans, that they had the Circumcsy/z0n 
made without bands, the Circumciſion of the 
Heart : He further ſignifies, by way of im- 
plication, that they had as good as the out- 
ward Circumciſion - too, by being baptized ; 
or he could have no occafion to add, buricd 
with bim in Baptiſm, And his Argument had 
been a mere Non ſequitur, unlefs he gave 
them to underſtand thereby, that Baptiſm 
H 4 ſuccced- 


( 104 ) We” 
fucceeded, and came in place of Circumci- 
ſion. And that this was the genuine Senſe and 
intendment of the Apoſtle, I have, I conceive, 
not only more fully illuſtrated, but demon- 
ſtrated in the foregoing Diſcourſe *, where- 
to I refer 'the Reader. 

I proceed in the third Place to ſhew, that 
as Chriſt's Death, ſo his Burial and Reſur- 
recion are not only exemplified in the Ces | 
remony and manner of its Adminiſtration 
but that they ought to be exemplified after 
a ſpiritual manner, in the bleſſed effects and 
fruits of that Holy Sacrament, viz. In our 
Mortification and Vivification. | 
'* Firſts, As to the Symbol or Ceremony, 
Chriit's Burial and Reſurrection may be, 
and are repreſented in the external ACtion 
of that Sacrament, or manner *of its admi- 
ſtration, And the Apoſtle ſeems to allude 
to a Praftice, which might then be uſed by 
ſome in thoſe hot Countries, viz. Of dip- 
ping or putting the whole Body under Wa- 
ter in Baptiſm. But foraſmuch as the Word 
Baptize, carries not always that ſignification, 
or import ; and for that there is-no Com- 
mand, that Baptiſm ſhould be always admini- 
ſtred exatly after that manner, ſuch a Pra- 
&tice cannot -be binding to us: So that 
ſhould it be granted, that there are- ſome 
' very probable inſtances and examples in 
Scripture, of. dipping and immerging the 
whole Body in -Baptiſm, as it muſt be gran- 
ted, there are as likely examples and inſtan- 
ces of only ſprinkling and pouring on of 
Water : This will only argue, that we can- 
not thereby be bound vp to cither way. Buy 
Fs 1 " "i arc 
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( 105 ) 
are at liberty to adminiſter it, according to 
the more prevailing cuſtom, where we live. 
Moreover, this Ceremony of dipping cannot 
be praCtiſed towards Infants, without great 
inconvenience and even danger of their 
Lives, in ſo tender an Age, and in ſo cold 
a Country as ours is ; eſpecjally in the Win- 
ter Seaſon. 

But here the Anabaptiſts ſtep in, and urge 
from hence their way of dipping, and think 
this is enough for them, not only to plead 


in their own juſtification , but to confute 


our way of baptizing, only by ſprinkling or 
pouring on of Water. Accordingly a cer- 
tain Perfon who takes upon him, to Anſwer 
my foregoing Diſcourſe, hath theſe very 
words : Baptiſm muſt be by dipping, not 
ſprinkling ; becauſe Baptiſm rightly admini- 
ſtred, doth figure out the Death, Burial, and 
Reſurrection of Chriſt. But I know not 
wherein ſprinkling doth it, And then citing 
Rom. 6. 3, 4. he immediately ſubjoyns ; 
When the Body is put down under Water, 
O what reſemblance is this of the Burial of 
Chriſt ! And the riſing of the Body up out 
of the Water of his Reſurreftion ! This is 
not ſo pointed outy by ſprinkling, Now for 
Anſwer hereto, to avoid Repetition ; ſee the 
Reply, Page the 80. And grant that we dq 
not in our way of adminiſtring at leaſt ſo 
exatly and fully repreſent Chriſt's Burial] 
and Reſurrection ; of which, as I haye ſhewn, 
there is no abſolute neceſſity that it ſhould 
be > done in the Ceremony 3 it will concern 
vs nevertheicſs to conſider, how we may be 
{aid to he buried and riſen with a” * 4 
FS 7- Pit 1» 


— —  —_ — ___ - . 
_— oy - 


Cd 
+ 


D__ a4 
_ 
2 TEE ESD no 


_ wo C——_—_— - woar— wap” 2 — 
MN _ 
———— I P—_— 6 
- kf Y Y . mw 7, im, - . —_ wy —_ 4 
VI"... ooo 


AD 6g 


mos bs DAT £ <3. E222 


AGRA B 


_ 


f. 
ny 
, 1 


d 
ly, 
'47 


DEST 
ge 


—— Gb  * 


6 .. I — _- 
* we @- 


ſpiritual figurative-Senſe 3 and to ſee, tht 
the fruits and conſequence of our Baptiſm 
doanſwer, as his Death, ſo his Burial ; which 
ſpeaks not only our dying unto Sin, but our 
continuing and perſevering in this ſtate of 
Mortification, and likewiſe his ReſurreQion 
in our ſymbolizing therewith, in riſing to 
newneſs of Life. 

Firſt, As to our Burial with Chriſt, our Sa- 
viour*s lying three Days in the Grave, puts 
it. beyond all doubt, that he was in the ſtate 
6f the Dead ; ſo true believers are buried 
with him, But how can that be, you'l ſay, 
that we who are true believers ſuppoſe, be- 
ing yet living, can ,be buried with him, we 
never were laid in the Grave? Surely not in 
our Lords! Whichiwas ſcituate on Mount Cat 
vary, nigh to Jeruſalem ; places very diſtant 
from our abode, But we muſt know that tis 
not a natural, but a Myſtical Grave or Sepul- 
chre that the Apoſtle refers to, and ſo we 
may be ſaid, in a hgurative Senſe, to be bu- 
ried with Chriſt, and that in a double Re- 
ſpe. Firſt, In regard of our juſtification for 
the remiſſion of Sins. Secondly, With reſpe&t 
to our ſanQification and the mortification of 
the old Man, Concerning the firſt, *tis cer- 
tain, as he was not crucified and put to 
Death, ſo neither was he buried, which is 
nothing but the conſequent of Death, but for 
vs ; and having under-gone Death, and de- 
ſcended to the diſmal ſtate of the Grave for 
our Salvation ; *tis evident, that when he 
was buried, we were buried in him and with 
him ; ſince *rwas properly for us that he de- 
ſcended into the Grave; in that his _— | 
hat 
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hath diſcharged this part of -onr Puniſhment, 
and conſequently hath' changed the nature 
of our Graves, that inſtead of being Priſons 
and Places of Execution, our Graves are 
now ſo many Beds, and Dormitories ; where- 
in our Bodies do repoſe until the Reſurre- 
ion. But ?tis not in this ſenſe that the Apo- 
ſtle ſaith here we are buried with Chriſt, 
but he ſpeaks rather of the firſt Part of our 
SanQification, the Mortification of the old 
Man in us and its Burial, that is the bring- 
ing of it to nought ; foraſmuch as by Chriſt's 
Death and Burial, our old Man the body of 
Sin hath been deſtroyed and ſuffered a Death 
and Burial, like to Chriſts ; that as his Fleſh 
after it was deprived of Life, was laid in 
the Grave, in like manner the' old Man of 
true Believers having been lain, is interred. 
'Tis in him' and with him that we have been 
buried in this ſort. 1f he had not ſuffered the 
one and the other for our Salvation, had not 
I ſay his Death and Holy Sepulchre derived 
pnto us an Image and a Copy of his Burial, 
deſtroying and burying by the vertue and 
merits thereof, our old Man, and bringing 
on him a Myftical Death and Burial, Sin 
would ſtill live and reign in vs. In like man- 
ner the latter Clauſe of my Text muſt be fo 
vnderſtood, wiz. That Chriſt by vertue of 
his ReſurreQion doth work and produce one 
in us, which has Reſemblance and Analogy 
with his own, viz. A Reſurrection to a new 
Spiritual and Evangelical Life, inſtead of that 
vile and wretched Life which we had by Na- 


ture ; without which we had lain ſtill dead - 


and in bondage to Sin, For that which form- 
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eth in us the new Man, and gives us the coy- 
rage to renounce the World, that we may 
live above the World, is the perſwaſion of 
the love of God, and the pardon of our Sins, 
together with the-hope of a bliſsful glorious 
Immortality, of which he gives us aſſurance, 
from his having taken poſſeſjon of the ſame 
for himſelf and us. Theſe are the bleſſed ef- 
feds and {fruits iſſuing, as from the Death, 
ſo from the Burial and ReſurreQion of Chriſt 
which are ſealed to vs in the Ordinance of 
Baptiſm. Indeed all the means and ordinan- 
ces which God hath qyon_ and en- 
joyn'd ys to make uſe of in IR, BOY 

no other tendency, but to communicate Je- - 
ſus Chriſt to ns, as dead, buried, and riſen 
again for us, to the deſtroying of the old 
Man, and reviving the new ; nor do they 
ever fail to produce theſe effefs, in any of 
thoſe that receive them as they ought, and 
are not wanting in their Duty, But the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks here only of Baptiſm, the firſt 
and proper Sacrament, or means of Regene- 
ration. So treating of the ſame Subje&t elſe- 


* Rom, 6, where *, he expreſſeth himſelf in like manner; 


3+ 


which ſhould confute their folly, who with- 
ſtood one of the old Sacraments of Moſes, 
its giving place to this of Chriſt's inſtitution, 
ſo productive of this double effe&, and which 
is alſo repreſented as our Apoſtle here inti- 
mates, and as I have already obſerved, in the 
external Action, and manner of Adminiſtrati- 
on. But ſuppoſe ſprinkling does not carry ſo 
expreſs a Figure of Chriſt's Burial and Re- 
ſurre&tion, as that of immerſion or dipping; 
nevertheleſs the vertue of Holy A 
| - | | 


Nr 


. » 
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fill the ſame. If therefore we meet with any 
baptized Perſons, as there are but too many 
ſuch, in whom the old Man is ſo far from be- 
ing buried, that he lives and reigns with ab- 
ſolute Power ; and the new Man hath neither 
Life nor Action at all: It may not be impu- 
ted to Chriſt, who always accompanies his 
Sacraments with his ſaving vertue ; but unto 
their own unbelief, who do wretchedly repel 
the operation of the Grace God, and ob- 
ſtru&> the effe&s which he would have aſſu- 
redly produced in them, if their unworthi- 
neſs had not fruſtrated his efficacy towards 
them : And therefore *tis added, Through the 
faith of the operation of God, an evident To- 
ken, that the Sacrament doth mortifie Sin in 
us, and raiſe us to Holineſs, according to 
the Faith it meets with in us. Now how 
happy ſhould we be, if we had theſe things 
Written and Engraven in deep Letters on 
our Hearts ; if our aQtions did juſtifie our 
Profeſſion ; that we are buried, and riſen again 
with Chriſt in Baptiſm, by the faith of the ope- 
ration of God ;, but alas,it muſt be confeſt to 
our ſhame, there appears in the lives of moſt 
of us, a very imperfe&t Idea, of the Burial, 
and leaſt of all of the Reſurreftion of Chriſt, 
the Fleſh lives and exerciſeth great Tyranny 
in us. The ;new Man, that breaths nothing 
but Heaven, and loves nothing but Holineſs, 
hath no place in us ; *tis ſo far from reign- 
ing there, that he, as no more than a dead 
Body faſt ſhut up in the Grave, There is no 
rieed to run to Paleſtine, nor to go up to 
Mount Calvary, for to enter into his Sepul- 
chre, you are entereg into it, and: buried 
with 
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with him, if by Faith you do. mortifie and 
deſtroy the Body of Sin; to this end we are 
baptized. Nor is it a whit the more neceſlary 
for having part in his ReſurreQion, to go 
and kiſs the laſt Print of his Feet, upon 2. 
Olivet. We are riſen with him, if being affeted 
with the glory he brought out of his Tomb, 
and convinced of the truth of the diſcoveries 
he made of a bleſſed Immortality, we live, 
as becomes the Goſpel, in all holy Converſa- 
tion ; all the Graces and Priviledges, of which 
Baptiſm is a ſign and ſeal on God's Part, are 
continued to us upon performance of that 
Duty, to which Baptiſm is an Engagement 
on our Part ; and there is no Grace of God, 
but tends to lay an Obligation on us. The 
Grace which hath .appeared unto us in the 
Goſpel teacheth us to deny ungodlineſs and 
worldly Luſts, and to live righteouſly and 
holily; for 'tis naturally inconſiſtent, 
that we ſhould be happy partakers of the 
bleſſed feffets of God's Love and Favour, 
and the merits of Chriſt ; unleſs we be holy: 
and therefore, as we have the priviledge to 
be buried with Chriſt in Baptiſm, or to be 
baptized into him, ſo ?®tis neceſſary that we 
put on Chriſt, as our great Lawgiwer a nd Ex- 
ample, to live according to the rule of his 
holy DoQtrine and Precept, and to walk in 
that way which he hath trod before us. . For 
in the Inſticution of Baptiſm our Lord did 
not only deſign a benefit to us ; ſo as to.make 
it an Inſtrument of Advantage in a way of 
Grace, but alſo to bring. us under an Oblt- 
gation of Duty, As then we value the Privi- 
ledge; let us not neglect the Duty. As we ow 
gla 
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glad of the mercy offered : So let ns mind 
the Stipulation on our Part, what an obliga- 


tion lies upon us, to live a Chriſtian lite, ſo> 


lemnly to reſolve upon the profeſſion and 


praQtice of the Law of Chriſt, according to 
our utmoſt Capacity, and the Ability God 
hath given us : So that tho? in our Infancy, 


' the faith and repentance of our Parents or 


Proparents, ſuch I mean by whom we are 


/ adopted, may be reckoned as ours by yertue of 


God's Promiſe to Believers and their Seed: 
Yet if in due time, we do not perſonally be- 
lieve and repent, our Baptiſm is made fru- 
ſtrate and vain, *tis then in our Choice, ei- 
ther to reſcind or annul our Baptiſm, and to 
turn Heathens or Apoſtates : Or to ratifig 
and confirm the ſame, If we diſclaim and 
renounce our Baptiſm : We do in effect dif- 
claim and renounce all Right and Title, 
claim and intereſt in the promiſes of Chriſt ; 
we caſt him off, tread his Blood under Foot, 
as an unholy Thing : Neither can we expect 
any ſtrength from him againſt Temptations ; 
butare left in the Power, and under the do- 
minion of all Sin and Villany. We renounce 
the Article of remiſſion of Sins, and the claim 
and right which otherwiſe we might have to 
everlaſting Life, But if we ſubmit to the terms 
of the Covenant, and embrace the Conditi- 
ons, we ſtand obliged and bound to lead a 
mortified and a Holy Life; to be implanted 
into the ſimilitude of Chriſt's Death and Re- 
ſurre&ion ; or we make void the Grace of 
God, and moſt unworthily forfeit and re- 
jet it, by breaking Covenant with him. 
Theſe things being conſidered, we on 
chule 
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chuſe but confeſs, that as it was a great a& 
of Charity in our Friends, fo early to engage 
vs in fo beneficial an Indenture : So' we are 
bound to ſtand to their Engagement, which 
they made in our Name, and to obſerve the 
Conditions of it, through the whole conrſe 
of our Lives ; eſpecially conſidering, that as 
God hath by his own Inſtitution and Appoint- 
ment, put vs under a ſtrict Obligation of 
Dutyg(o we have by our Baptiſm ſubmittedjro 
the terms, and actually undertaken the Condi- 

tions, Having to this purpoſe Entered into ' 
a moſt ſolemn League and Covenant, and as 
it were ſubſcribed therennto ; promiſing and 
vowing unto God,' to anſwer our Engage- 


- ment, to our utmoſt Ability © So that the 


Vow and Covenant of God is upon us, to 
live as his Servants, as Men who are dead 
to Sin, and alive unto God: Xnow you not ? 
was the ſharp and cutting expoſtulation of 
St. Paid to all licentious Chriſtians ; Rom. 6. 3; 
who preſume, when' once they are baptized 
into the Church of Chriſt, and profeſs them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, and partake of the Otdi- 
nances, they may then live as they liſt, and 
be ſaved however, This is intimated in the 
firſt Verſe of that 6th to the Romans, where 
"ris ſaid, Let us continue in /in that grace may 
abownd ; as if ſome had thus flattered Jthem- 
ſelves, that though they continued 1n the+ 
courſe of their Sins, yet however grace and - 
mercy from Chriſt would' abound towards 
them and ſave them. But the: Apoſtle, as 
ſtartled at ſuch an Imagination, crys our, 
God forbid ! God farbid ſucha horrid thought 


lhould poſleſs any of our Hearts ; and: then 
{ubjoins 


(113) 
ſubjoyns 'the impoſſibility, that any fach foul - 
imagination ſhould prevail upon the Heart 
and life of any regenerate Chriſtian ; which 
would be as ſtrange a Prodigy, as if the dead 
ſhould-riſe out of their Graves, and Walk, 
and Live, as they did in their life time; 
and thereupon he bids them to look to their 
Baptiſm; for that they cannot be ignorant, 
that when they were baptized into Chriſt Feſus, 
they were baptized into bis death ;, and here in 
my Text, buried with him in Baptiſm. And 
doth the Death, the Burial of Chriſt, ſtand for 
a Cypher 2 Hath Chriſt his Death and Burial, 
no tye upon us in this holy Sacrament? Hath 
it no Power, Vertue, or Influence ? Certainly 
it hath done us little good, if we exemplifie ic 
not in the death and mortification of 
Sin : This is the duty of every baptized Chri- 
ſtian.” So far neceſſary, that we can have 
no benefit by our Baptiſm, no portion in 
Chriſt, or in his Death and Burial , but 
by our being dead and even buricd unto 
Sin, 
If it be ſaid, how muſt we be thus dead to 
Sin, to have any ſhare in Chriſt and his 
Dzath ? -For we cannot ſay we are dead to 
it, we find it ſtil] lively and Nirring in us, 
and too much prevailing with us. | anſwer, 
We are thea dead to Sin, when we live not 
' any longer therein. And that is (to expound 
the Apoltle's meaning) Firſt, When we 
do not only refrain, and forbear our Sins for 
a while, bu: do really aim at no lefs than the 
mortification of our Luſts. S2condly, When 


though we are not quite dead ro Sin, yet we 
] are 
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arenot dead in Sin, but are ſenſible of the 
Venom and Sting of it. Thirdly, When 
though we cannot live, and not Sin z yet we 
donot live in it : *Tis not as our Life, fo far 
from that, that *ris grievous to us, *tis as 
Death. Laſtly, When, though our Sins be 
not quite dead, yet they are languiſhing and 
decaying, in a lingeringand dying ſtate : and 
if we commit Sin ; yet we do not continue in 
it, but repent and turn from it, But how 
ſhall we, you'l ſay, thus mortifie our Sins ? 
Why we muſt fetch our Weapons againſt our 
prevailing Luſts from our Baptiſm : As Das 
vid took the ſmooth Stones out of the Brook 
of Water, with which he ſlew Goliab, 1 Sam. 
17. 40. So ought we to draw help and di- 
rections, from the Water of Baptiſm, to 
deaden the force of the moſt Giant-like Sin, 
and to lay it at our Feet : Yea our Baptiſm 
doth not only dire& us herein, holding forth 
the conditions on our Part, what Duty is in- 
cumbent upon us, and likewiſe impower and 
enable us for the Encounter, as it conveys 
unto us the Grace of God,and the aſſiſtance of 
his Spirit 3 but moreover it obligeth us there- 
to in the higheſt nature, by the moſt ſc- 
lemn and the ſtrongeſt Bonds that may be ; 
in that we Vow to God through Chriſt to 
perform it.The firmeſt Obligation imaginable; 
upon the deepeſt penalty, as ever we hope 
to have an intereſt in Chriſt, or in the Death 
of Chriſt, q. d. we diſclaim all hope and in- 
tereſt in Chriſt, and his Death, if we be not 
the Death of every ruling Sin in vs. This 
ſurely is enough to make ns beſtir qpr ſelves ; 

and 
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' and ſet upon it, and even to confpel us to it, 
When the forty - Jews, (A@. 23. 12.) Bound | 
themfelves with an Oath, that they would nti- | 
they eat nor drink, till they bad killed Paul ; 
how did the conſciouſneſs of this Oath urge 
them to lie in wait for him! ». 16. and 
how reſolved were they upon his Death with 
- all ſaddenneſs ! And we, ſaith they, &re be 
come near, are ready to kill bim, v. 15. We 

are under ſuch an Oath to God by our Vow | 

of Baptiſm, to mortifie and kill our prevail- 4 

ing Sins ; as theſe were to kill Paul ; theirs I 
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was unjuſt, to murther an Innocent ; ours | 
moſt juſt and neceſſary, to Execute the great- | 
eſt Traytor in the World. And therefore ( 

let us remember, when our hearts would t 
fain ſpare our Sins, and any way indulge 
them : That this ſacred Vow is upon us. 
What was the Reaſon Jonathan durſt ven- F 
ture to taſt of the Hony in the Wood, when : 
the Iſraelites durſt not tonch it, 1 Sam. 14. ! 
27? He conſidered not the Oath by which 
he and they were obliged not to eat of ir. 
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f So why do you thus follow ar.4 purſne ſach , 
» and ſuch a pleaſing profitable Sin ? You mind ; 
- not the Oath, the Sacrament, the Vow, in i 
3 which you are obliged, not to taſt ſuch for- "of 
0 bidden Fruit ; bur on the contrary to'renounce 
3 the devil and all bis works, the pomps and vani- 
7. ties of this wicked world, and all the ſinful luſts i 
h of the fleſh. But to come more near and | 
- home in the way of Application ; Is Baptiſm ; 
C - an Ordinance that engages us ro Duty, and ; 
5 that as the Condition of the continuance of 

3 the Benefits contained in the Promiſes and 
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Covenant to which it is the Seal ? We ſee 
what a Fourdation of looſe vain hope, a bare 
Bajtiſmal Chriſtiavity is : What fight tin- 
ured Chriſtians thoſe are, that have only 
the outward waſhing of Baptiſm, but aban- 
don the practice of a Chriſtian Life; Who 
pleaſe themſelves ina Sign, without the effe& ; 
and boaſt themſelves in a Figure and Shadow, 
witiovt the Subſtance and Grace of it. The 
Baptiſm of Water, howſoever it may avail 
us in the {tate of Infancy, in which ſtate God 
requires no aCtual Performance of Duty : Yet 
when we grow up to Years of Knowledge 
and Reaſon, and come under the Law of 
Duty, it availeth nothing, without the 
Baptiſm of the Spirit in aQtual Regeneration 
and Sanctification ; 1 mean without an aQuual 
Repentance and Abrenunciation of Sin and 
Saran, and the prattice of a Holy Life, Our 
Baptiſm will but remain as a Teſtimony 
againſt us of our perfidious violation of the 
Ccvenant of God, and of the falſeneſs and 
treachery of our evil Hearts, who pretend to 
be and own our ſelves the Subjets and Ser- 
vants of Jeſus Chriſt, and yet baſely revolt 
from and diſobey him: This is to ſpeak Chriſt 
fair, and then to betray him. Mens recetv- 
ing the name of ChriſPs Diſciples and Ser- 
vants in Baptiſm, makes the Diſobedience of 
their ſinful Lives more hateful and abomina- 
ble. In this reſpe& ſome had an erroneous 
conceit of Old, which made them defer their 
Baptiſm, thinking they had a greater Liber- 
ty before than after their Baptiſm 3 and 
therefore were wont to ſay in St, Auſtin's 

time, 


ſ 


oO OO oY "0% "5 WW _- A WY MY WU WY DW” Www WW WH 7” WW ww 


ST LL 


RX, oo - 


4. wd - th. A 


( 117 ) 

time, Sine illkum facere, nondum bapiiLaiut eſt 7, 
let him alone, he is not yet baptized ; 1unply- 
ing the ſtri& Obligation that lies upon Men 
by Baptiſm unto Holineſs of Life : What is 
Chriſtian Baptiſm without a Chriſtian Life? 
'Tis not this external Badge or Cogn:zance, 
*tis not a common profeſſion that follows ir, 
that will be a Title to Heaven, *Tis in vain 
to pretend that we have been baptized into 
Chriſt, or are buried with him in Baptiſm, 
and have made profeſſion of his name ; if we 
be workers of iniquity ; our doom at laſt will 
be to depart from him, That which is moſt 
material and conſiderable in our Baptiſm, and 
which moſt contributes to our eternal Intereſt 
and Salvation, 1s not (as at firſt I noted from 
St. Peter) the putting away the filth of the 
Fleſh : But the Anſwer of a good Conſcience 
towards God. What then doth our Conſci- 
ence anſwer, touching the performance of 
the Conditions on our Part ? We build our 
hopes and confidences upon the Sands, unleſs 
we keep the Faith whereinto we are bapliz- 
ed,and perform the Duty to which our Bap- 
tiſm obligeth. How vainly do Men bear 
themſelves up, upon the Title of an out- 
ward Baptiſm, as if thereby they were good 
Chriſtians ! though the courſe of their Lives 
be a flat Contradiction to the holineſs and 
purity of the Chriſtian Religion, and in 
effet the renouncing of it! The truth is, 
there is a ſad anſwering, of this Engagement, 
in the generaliry of thoſe that are baptized. 
W hat backſliding from, and violations of the 
baptiſmal Covenant ! From the obſervation 
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of whoſe Lives, a Heathen might .conclude, 
as Salvian complained of old, $i Chriſtus 
ſanFa docuiſſet, it Chriſt had taught holinefs, 
why dowt Chriſtians practiſe it ? Either, as he 
goes-on, your Chriſt is no God, who allows 
ſnch evil Lives, or you are no Chriſtians 
who praQtiſe ſuch Things, Are they Chri- 
ſtians, are they dedicated to the honour and 
ſervice of God, the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, who lead ſuch impure Lives, who 
ſlight the ways of Religion, and ſet at 
nought the Laws and Commands of Chriſt, 
and are fo devoted to the ways of their own 
evil hearts ? Would Men but conſider how 
they have performed their Covenant with 
God, into which they were entered by Bap- 
tiſm, and what an aggravation of the Sin of 
their unholy unchriſtan Life ariſeth hence, 
this muſt needs give a check to their ſinful 
Carreer, If Infidels, and they that know not 
God do Blaſpheme his holy Name, and fight 
againſt Heaven by their open Impieties, this 
is no ſuch great Wonder ; but for you that 
have given up your names unto Chriſt, that 
have dedicated your ſelves by Covenant to his 
Honour and Service, to break thoſe ſacred 
Bonds, and to ſtand it out in your Impeni- 
tency and Rebellion againſt God, and to 
live like Gentiles, his profeſſed Enemies ; to 
forſake him and his ways, and to wallow in 
the impurities of an evil Converſation, is un- 
actountable. * How dreadful will the Day be, 
when the Lord ſhall come to avenge him of 
his Adverſaries ? You ſhall not periſh under 
ſnch eafte Circumſtances of Wrath and Ven- 
Pub Te 5-4 per | geance, 
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(139 ) 
geance, as do the Gentiles. The Aggrava- 
tion of your Sin and Judgment will be the 
treading under Foot the Blood of the Cove- 
nant, Thus far in general. 

But to proceed to ſome particulars, and 
ſo to make ſome farther improvement, by 
way of uſe, of what hath been delivered on 
this Subje&t. Doth holy Baptiſm admit us to 
a ſtate of ſuch high Priviledges and Advanta- 
ges, as I have obſerved ? Then we-may ſee 
how injurious they are who deny Baptiſm to 
Infants; and ſo as much as lies in them keep 
them from Chriſt, I mean ia the viſible way, 
in which we are brought unto Chriſt ; from 
that-Grace, which is the internal myſtery af 
this ſacramental-Ordinance. In which reſpect 
we are {aid to be baptized into Chriſt, if they 
have any right to the grace and ſpiritual Be- 
nefits, which are the Myſtery, the Spirit and 
Life of this Sacrament, why not to the exter- 
nal Symbolical ſignification and Seal of it ? 
Shall Men hinder-them frora this viſible ap- 
plication ofthe Grace of Baptiſm ? If we af- 
firm they have no right to this Grace, what 
greater uncharitableneſs and preſumptuous 
ſtraightning the favour of God and Chriſt ? 
For where has he debarred and excluded 
them from his Covenant and Promiſes, and 
caſt them oyt of that Body, whereaf he is the 
Head, and the Saviour. Certain it is, this was 
ene of the great Bleſſings of the Covenant 
with Abraham ; I will be thy God, and the 
God of thy Children after thee, Thus ran 
the Promiſes of old, He (heweth mercy unto 
thouſands of generations of them that love him, 
I 4 and 
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and keep bis . commandments , the ſeed of the 
righteous is bleſſed : Children are the beritage of 
the Lord, They had the Seal of the Cove- 
nant, Circumciſion externally applying the 
. Promiſes: And are the favours of Chriſt more 
narrow under the Goſpel, who is yet the 
Mediator of a better Covenant ? Has Chriſt 
only a love for the Parents, and none for the 
Children ? and yet hath told us, f- the root be 
boly, ſo are the branches; Is not Chriſt the 
Redeemer of Infants? Did he purchaſe no 
Pardon, no Grace, or remiſſion of Sins for 
them ? How abominably injurious would this 
be to Chriſt, and the fullneſs of his Oblati- 
on and Merit! Will Chriſt give them no 
place in his myſtical Body, in his Church and 
Kingdom And yet, when he 'was upon 
Earth, commanded the little Children 'to be 
brought unto him, and fook them into his 
Arms, and bleſſed 'them, declaring that ſuch 
did belong to his Kingdom ; of ſuch ts the 
kingdom of God, Mark 13. 14. If the Infants 
of Believers' under the 'Goſpsl be not capa- 
ble of the Grace ſigned and-ſealed, then there 
will follow many ſad unſcriptural 'Conſequen- 
ces : Then they belong not' to the Church 
and Body of Chriſt, they are in the ſame 
Caſe with the Children of Infidels, left with- 
out as common and unclean. This Princi- 
ple mingles the holy Seed with the Heathens, 
and renders the favours of the Goſpcl more 
narrow than thoſe of the legal Covenant, 
and the Chriſtian Seed in much worſe Cir- 
cumſtances, than the Jewiſh. Yea they 
would not only be without the Church, _ 
PIE 1 wWiItnh- 
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without the Covenant ; and:ſo without Chriſt, 
or any ſpecial relation to him, So far with- 
out as are the Gentiles, Dogs and Strangers: 
While they are diſputed out of the Covenant, 
all well grounded hopes of their Juſtification 
and Salvation are diſputed away, dying in 
that State. *Tis vain to recur to the ſecret 
Ele&ion of God, for the grounds of this Hope. 
Faith and Hope muſt be grounded upon ſome 
Word of God : If God have excluded them 
from the Covenant of Salvation, how ſhall 
we conclude that they belong to the Election 
of God? And if the Caſe were ſo, well may 
the Parents of dying Infants, mourn over them 
as thoſe that have no hope. All thoſe then 
are raſh groundleſs uncharitable Concluſions, 
highly derogatory to the Love of God, to the 
infinite riches and freeneſs of his Grace, But 
on the other hand, if God and Chriſt have 
not excluded them from the Grace of Bap- 
tiſm, the Mercy and Grace which is there fig- 
nified, who ſhall forbid Water, the external 
ſealing Application ? If God have not denied 
the greater, who ſhall deny the leſs; if God 
have not excluded them from the Subſtance 
and Myſtery, why ſhall they be denied the 
external Rite and Symbol ? Either then they 
muſt be highly uncharitable, in denying In- 
fants the Grace of Baptiſm, and ſo leave 
them in an evil Caſe; or elſe he very un- 
juſt, in denying them the Seal, where God 
grants them the ſubſtance. 

Thirdly, Let this ſerve to hymble thoſe 
that walk unworthy of this Priviledge of be- 
ing baptized, and thercby admitted into the 
| | fellows 
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fellowſhip of Chriſt's Religion, initiated 
Members of his Church. Can it ſeem a 
light thing in our Eyes, that when God has 
paſſed by the greateſt part of the World, 
as ſtrangers from his Family and Kingdom, 
and hath left them under the Kingdom of 
Satan, and taken us, no better by Nature than 
they are, to be his peculiar ones, into Cove- 
nant with himſelf, and to train us vp under 
ſuch heavenly Ordinances : We ſhould not- 
withſtanding walk as Rebels and Enemies 
unto him, like the unbaptized World ? Do 
we know into what a Covenant he hath taken 
us, what he hath done for, and expects from 
us ? What means then our Converſation, fo 
repugnant to our Profeſſion? Is it becauſe - 
we renounce the Covenant, as being made 
when we underſtood it not ? If there be any 
ſuch Apoſtates, let them take their Courſe, 
ſerve the God they haye choſen. But ſay what 
iniquity, what ill is there in this Covenant of 
your Baptiſm, what diſadvantage have you 
mer. withal? Or how.,or where do you hope to 
find better things, than what are here exhi- 
bited and enſured ? Than, for, inſtance, for 
God to be your Father, Chrift your Saviour, 
the Spirit your Comforter; than to have your 
Sins pardoned and remitted ; than to. be a- 
dopted, juſtified, ſanified, and every way 
comfortably provided for here, and in the 
end eternally ſaved. Do the Gods you 
have choſen to ſerve provide better -things 
than theſe, that yow renounce Chriſt for their 
ſake ! If you ſay God forbid you ſhould fo 
do, you hope to be ſaved by him, as well as 

any 


( 123 ) 
any other ; then tell me ſeriouſly, do you ex- 
pe& that Chriſt ſhould ſtand bound to per- 
form his Part of the Covenant, and you left 
at liberty, whether you diſcharge your part 
or no ? That he ſhould love you, and you 
hate him ? That he ſhould be your God, and 
| you remain the Devil's Servants ? That he 
ſhould provide Heaven for you, and you walk 
in the way that leads to Hell ? Be not de- 
ceived, he hath ſworn the contrary, and hath 
heaped up Tribulation and Wrath for every 
Soul that doth Evil. For that Perſon more 
eſpecially, who, though baptized, hath profa- 
ned and made the Blood of the Covenant as 
an unholy Thing. 

Fourthly, Let the conſideration of this great 
Priviledge excite ns to a Holy Life, to live as 
Men who are dead to Sin, and alive unto 
God. To make account, that it ought to be 
as ſtrange, to ſee a baptized Perſon walk in 
a ſinful Courſe, as to ſee a Sperum a walk- 
ng Ghoſt at Noon-day : We are bvried with 
Ghriſt in Baptiſm 3 And how can we, who are 
dead to Sin, live any longer therein ? ſaith the 
Apoſtle. So that we are or ſhould be at leaſt 
DB i aS it were dead and buried to Sin; and that 
Ir this may: be the rather effected, and brought 
a- to paſs, we muſt be mortified as tothe World. 
1y To this uſe the Apoſtle ſeems to apply the 
he Argument of the Text in the following Chap- 
” |. ter, to call off Mers affe&tions from earthly 
gs Things, towards the Things that are above. 
There is ated a kind of Similitude vpon the 
ſo baptized to the Burial and ReſurreQion of 
Chriſt. And we profeſs in a ſpiritual Senſe 


Lo 


WC TE WCWRTW 7. 


_ _—_ ” —O—  -—__—  _ 


| ( 124 ) : 
to be dead to the World, and to be riſen a- 
gain to a more Noble and Divine Life, fo as 
to be above the World: And *tis the Engage- 
ment of Baptiſm to be as it were dead and 
buried, with reſpe&t to the Things here be- 
low. Thus ſome interpret that of the 1 Coy. 
15. 29. where the Apoſtle arguing againſt 
the Atheiſts and Sadducees who denied the 
Reſurreftion, and the hopes of Glory in ano- 
ther Lite, ſays, What ſhall they do that are bap- 
tized, ume Twy vexgay, for dead Men, or as 
dead Men, into a mortification of this World, 
ſo as to run all Loſſes, Dangers and Hazards 
for the Profeſſjon of Chriſt ; ſuch would then 
be of all Men moſt miſerable, if things were 
ſo as the Sadducees and Atheiſts ſuggeſt. But 
certainly, there is a glorious ſtate of eternal 
Life hereafter, and therefore let us not be 
befooled with the Snares of earthly Vanities, 
to negle@ things Eternal : Our Baptiſm en- 
gages us to live above the World, to be dead 
to It, to have mortified Aﬀections to the things 
thereof, The World indeed affords lawful 
comforts for the living, and convenient reſt- 
ing Places for the dead ; but their Souls are 
above : So ſhould Chriſtians be in the World; 
uſe it, as it doth adminiſter to their neceſſi- 
ties, and conveniences, but the Soul, the affe- 
Ctions ſhould be above, We are not dead 
Naturally, and fo there is need, and there 
muſt be a uſing of the World ; but we mult 
be dead ſpiritually to every thing in it, that 
is matter of allurement and temptation, to 
draw us aſide from God; and muſt be 


ſtrangers to ſuch immoderate cares and de- 
| ſires, 
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fires, as drown multitudes of Men in Per- 
dition, 

d Laſtly, Let this ſerve to comfort thoſe 
= whom God Honours ſo far as to bring them 
Y thus near unto himſelf ; as to adopt them in- 
ſt to his Family, and to take them for his own, 
'e Let this encourage them to believe in him, 
J- and to rely upon him for all the good things, 
I 
IS 
] 


that he hath promiſed in the Covenant of 
Grace. They of the Church of Rome, as in 
ſome things they give and aſcribe too much 


y 

ls to Baptiſin, making it to take away original 
n. Sin, by the mere applying of the Ordinance 3 
'c ſo in other things, they rob Gods People of 
IT the comfortable uſe of it, becauſe they ſay, 
al when once we commit aQtual Sins after the 
e ſuſception of Baptiſm, we make Ship-wrack of 
S our Baptiſm,and then Penance mult be ſecunda 
I tabula poſt naufragium;, the only Pinnace or 
d Plank which we can ſafely catch hold of in 
'S this extremity. But this bleſſed Sacrament 
yl is of a more durable and comfortable uſe, 
= even to be an Ark, (whereto *tis aſſimulated, 
'E 1 Pet. 3.. 21.) to carry vs to Heaven, *Tis 
I; not a buſineſs paſt and finiſhed in the very 
[- AQ of its Adminiſtration. There are in 


it Promiſes of ſuch Grace as we may ſtil] 


d have need of, and by its engaging us to Mor- 
Ee tification and Holineſs, (the moſt comprehen- 
t _ five Duties of Chriſtianity,) we may experi- 
Js Ence IT to be an Inſtrument of Grace through- 
0 out the whole tranſacion of our Lives; That 
E is, when *cis from time to time improved,and 


actuated by a ſober Conſideration, and a ſe- 


rious Recognizing of the Baptiſmal Covenant, 
and 
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end refleting on the Terms and Conditions 
upon which we ſtand with God, with reſpe&t 
to Juſtification and Glory : And when the 
ſame is preſt home by the conviction of the 
Spirit. Theſe things being premiſed, we 
may readily Conclude, what an effectual In- 
ſtrument and Means it may prove of conver- 
ting the Souls of Men, and regenerating them 
long after the time of its reception. So that 
Holy Baptiſm continues ſtill to be altogether 
as effeQual to apply the Blood of Chriſt, for 
waſhing away of Sin, upon true Repentance, 
as when we firſt received it. Know then, 
that when ever we find our ſelves at a loſs, 
ſenſible of our undone Condition, conſcious 
of our Guilt and Bondage through Sin, and ſo 
do fly by Faith unto Chriſt, and our Conſci- 
ence bears us Witneſs, that we would fain 
Walk for the time ,to come, according to 
the rule of the Covenant, in Uprightne ſs and 
Sincerity ; as often, I ſay, as we do this, we 
may have recourſe to our Baptiſm, and plead 
it for our Comfort;' as we may plead the 
Rain-bow in great Inundations againſt the 
World's deſtruction by Water. Thus upon the: 
renewing of our Repentance, and Faith in 
Chriſt, Holy Baptiſm will be as an Ark to the 
Soul in all Caſes of Relapſe, Deſertion, and 
Temptation, Foy the like figure whereunto 
doth baptiſm alſo now ſave us, ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle. Which that it may ſo prove to every 
one of us, and particularly to the Perſon that 
hath.even now received It, God of bis infinite 
mercy Grant, for Jeſus Chriſt bis ſake. To 


whem, &c. Je 
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